EXGLUSIVE SEASON 4 PREVIEW! THE STARS ON THEIR BIGGEST YEAR YET! ™
PLUS!

THE RETURNED  TOMBS OF THE BLIND DEAD  IN THE FLESH - THE BEST LOW BUDGET CULT HITS
ZOMBIE VIDED GAMES - FRIDAY THE 13TH - MORE ZOMBIES THAN YOU CAN SHAKE A SHOTGUN AT!
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" Editor

special features. T

was chased by zomibies once. Tt was a long time ago
somewhere around 1992, T reckon, Twas making a

fikm with my mates Jan il 'rim,q_:-n i borrroed
comeorder amd flmed around Jan's house, Godd
kereroes wrhat the plot weas, but we had an sce zombic
in the form of Time We'd even planned a special effect
that Tom Savini would ﬂun:]:.-' hanee praised for its
ingenuity: taped under Tim's shirt was a bag full of
ﬁ'[lnlﬁ_l'lll_ 1 '|'||_u_||:|~.]|1=:! wils gt r|_|r me Lo |'|.-'||_L (el

T arend am foo the Tall, .ﬁ.l.l.w.. T i e bt Lo
enthusiastic and ended up stabbing hin in the belly with
a Stanley knife. Mot deep, but there was real blood micced
in with the tomato sauce that day..

v el momibies ever since angd honee fond

memaries af watchimg films with fends, pladng: the firs
fieswr Reaident Ewil games, cheering on the Spaced zombic
episode and many more, And o they ve conquered the
wirkd! The mainsoream has finally realised what wie've
abways known: zombies are dead cool.

T hope vou enjov this special issoe, W' g a1
preview of The Walling Deads eagerly anticrpated fourth
season, interviews with the star of In The Flesh and the o
producers of The Retierned, and a host of features on e
sorne lesser-known living dead classics like the Tombs GFf—
The Blind Dead seres, There are chats with our I-?r'l:l'l'_l'l_-l-'l;ill.','
wovmibie puthaors and festyres on 1.'id|::|,;|;|.|,;|r1‘l'|."'~;-.:|m_1 LTS,

I[m the line of duoy, T even ;.:u_rg;.-k:ﬁiﬂh}'im‘nl:-iun anee
more. And T definitely-didn't scream...

Will Salmon

e of ‘L trib
1] Hﬂﬂﬂ“ RO 5|E FIEW“EH

— Sarah Tiobhbs is
= . ]
~ freclance writer
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Nearly 60 years later, in 1885, Richard
Jefferies” Affer Lovidor 15 set in a depopulated
future England, where the survivors heve reverted
te 31 paeudo-medieval way of Tife; 2 “relapse into
barbarizsm™ as he puts it But it's not until the
turmulious Bwentieth century, following the e
world wars, that the penre really Blossomed,

The dropping of the atomic bomb on
Hiroshima in 1945, and the subsequent bombing of
Magasaki three days later, had an understandably
dramatic effect on the public imagnation, as did
the Cold War that followed in the decades after
World War 2. Suddenly, we lived in a world that
feasibly could end, and not because of any fickle
gods, but by our own hands. The examples of
apocalyptic beoks and films that followed are too
numenols B mention, but a few important ones
are John Wimdham's The Day OF The Triffids {often
written off as “coay™ but acoually surprisingly
brutal, amd o big influence on zombie fiction);
Walter Miller Jr's A Canticle For Eeibowitz fearm
18960, which |_'\-|,1.~.'I11|.'|1|:_':1 a future where disaster
b coesed humamity oo fomget most of dhe
beszsomis iE has leamed, trappingg ws ina eyele of
repeating past mistales; snd the Terminator films,
with Termeirmelor .E.'.,ﬁn]:l__-'nﬂ'nr Elrjl}' in |;|:|1'|'i|;'|1|.'|r
hommering home just how bad 2 noclear war
wold be, And if you think those ame grim, wait
until you explore further in the genre with John
Christopher's ulore-harmoaring novel, The Death
Of Grass, or 1984 BRC drama Threads, which sees

WA SO0, UK.
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zombies are, well, us, Philosopher and pop gun
Slanef Zizek once said, "the shock of encountering
a zomibie i not the shock of encountering a
i r-| ks Il-uh_l“ " | _ § ¢ h’hmfﬂwﬂﬂfwmm
o c— R - : ness” They're us, but stipped of all our finer
aspects - our intelligence and compassion and
eapacity for selflessness,

“They're the closest to us and they seem
the most interesting lore a5 a metaphor”
agrees Arnold. “They are our family; our friends,
even ourselves if we're taken over by whatever is
causing the zombie pandemic, so they're the best
way o embody what we as a people are afraid of
at any given point in cur history. They're a dark

o
Bl i e Lamrwny el |'.II|
o] e v | v sUDfsed I | ; _ . 5
.-_-n carnival mirrer reflection of ourselves, and 2
rerminder that we often feel chdlisation is just one
secgd angrany from collapse and chags_ . and we'me
11;.'|||3,' the omies o blame”

I recent yeors there haive been armsh of
guidebo yaurviving 2omibie apocalypses, most
11I_I|il.|_'l.|_'l|' Wirld Weer & author Rax Brooks's Zombe
Serrviver] Crurde, The :l'.f:l.:r |':Er1_;:_1l'|' arl Post even hasa
dedicated section o ombie apocalypse news! For
the mns part, these are ;.:m'u;nl"}' pretty |-|,|1'|n}'
fthowgh the level of detailed thought Brooks has
obvioushy put inis really quite frightening, Rodking
a ponytail? You're dead meat in Brookss world), #2

8 THE 4-F OF FOMHRIES WALET OO K




A1S FOR APDCALYPSE

WHAT TO DO IN THE EVENT OF A

ZOMBIE OUTBREAK

The object of this leaflet is to prepare you for the possibility of a zombie

outbreak. Read this thoroughly and act accordingly.

WOTE: If a zombie outbreak is happening now, then please read much more guickly:

1. WARNING

To alert vou to the outbreak, we have carefully selected a special warning sound designed to get the maximum
response from eitizens: a car alarm, If you hear the sound of a car alarm, no matter how distant, do exaetly as you
normally would in such eircumstances and jump to attention.

2. SPREAD THE MESSAGE, NOT THE INFECTION

It is important that we are able to identity localised outbreaks to keep track of the infection's spread. 1f you suspect
that vou are under attaclk, please use social media to notify authorities using the specially-prepared hashtagz, # LOL
{Localised Outbreak Location). For instance, “@zombic_attack_victim: Send urgent help - 1 am being eaten alive by
zombies #LOL!" In the event of outbreak. it is estimated that there will be an 80 per cent drop in social media
activity, To cope with this, we have assembled a taslkforcee whose sole job it will be to alleviate this sudden downturn
by uploading to the internet funny photos of cats, Candy Crush Saga scores and kneejerk casual racism.

Choose vour "-I'H.'IH.'I'1':||'I:"'F|.|I|:lr'. Your location will need to be secure, with adequate sanitary facilities and access to
an escape route, A non-erpund Aoor Aat is ideal, a bouncy castle is not.

4. TRANSPORT

Transport by motor vehicle is not advised. 1f vou have to travel. vou do so at vour own risk. In the event of a zombie
outhrealk, all road safety and motoring laws are repealed (The George Michael Highway Act). Travelling into an
abandoned underpass is a really shitidea.

5. FOOD

It is important that emergency food supplies are replenished regularly to help vou survive over a sustained period of
time. Tinned and powdered food is best for you. This is the only time in your life yvou will read that sentence. It vou
start to crave human flesh then vou are about to turn — or may already have turned - into a zombie. Have a triend kill
yvou at the earliest available opportunity:

b. DEFENCE

The best line of defenee against the zombie threat is knowledge, Or a gun, Failing that, a heavy instrument will do (a
citeker bat or a stick or whatever), Ir:'.-'lll.l Firicl _umr.l-cc'll'in coimbat with the infected, VO will sieed to remove the head
or destroy the brain. Brain location may prove tricky, particularly in Slough, but it is gencrally kept in the head area.

BEST OF LUCK BRITAIN - YOU’RE ON YOUR OWN

D Miles T Hamer

THIE &=2 (W SOH-EIES
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SIMON GLARK

The author tells us about his
favourite undead moments...

What was fhe first sombde stovy yog encountered?
The first zombae T remember sesing in a film wis
in Wal Lewtom's I Walked With A Zombre, The
voodoo zombae didn’t do much other than stamd
thiere amd stare eerily - vet that really did scare me,

What are your faverite zomibe apocalypse stories,
from any meediiem, and wite?

“The old post-ruclear war TV drama, Threads,
where survivers are reduced to zombie-like
shuffling, prunting shadoas of their former sehes
still ehills me to the bone. One of the best zombic
mowvies has to be Night Of The Line Dead. Tt's vaw,
it's vivid, it's in vour face - and it still disturbs me,
becawse the humans are often more alarming than
the zombies.

Can you tell us anything abeut your new zombie

sfovy, and when will if be out? the aftermath of o huge battle between zombies
My latest story is "Behended By Whip-Wielding and robats, As the title supgests, the story hasa
Mun™ — it appeared in August in Zombres Vs warrior nun armed with 2 whip, and a whole lot
Robots: Diplornacy, an anthelogy published ly of meed-haot 2ombde-on-robaot action, Yes, Thoved
TP and featuring stunmimg artwork by Wike Fohaat Wars, 2o that robot mayvhem was in the back

Thibasch, The story is set just outsde Whithy in of i when Twas weriting mo gore-fest!

through un-life - something that the author has
said reflected his own experiences of leaving a
conservative religious upbringing behind (here
represented by the zombile ruling elasaes) and
making a new life for hinself.

The BB recent T The Flesh also managied
o put a fresh-spin on the sombie apocalypse,
being set in a time where civilization has been
more-or-less rebudle after the 2ombie uprising,
haning found a "cure” for "Partially Deceased
Svndrome”, 0% a world of sticky moral quandanies
Ts killing a spvaghe 2ombie stll acceptable when
there are drugs svailable that could brng them
back to society? Should the dead reject the help of
the living and form their owmn communities? There
are no easy answers in the show, and it's all the
miore compelling for that

NEW TRIGKS

While the current teriplate is starting to book -
miuch like a rotter or a walker — rather wom out,
pecple like Mira Grant in her superb Newsflesh
novels, or Dominic Mitchell with In The Flesh keep
finding ways to keep it fresh.

“Sometimes it’s best to tum things on
their head.” says Simon, T wrote a story for Allen
Aahley's Catastrophia called “The Happy Ending’
where the deomsed people becore deliripusly

happy that the end had come, T guess the seere
15 b0 keep adding something exirn that the resder
1507 expecting”

T e, pomniclers Armold, the vasion may
b alvemdy started, *See all those folks walling
thi st reels SEnng it their cell '[ll'll_ll'llq,'.-\-:.‘" Perh H1 15

B Fomrpting oy ool mar e
Ol e s iy ol

that's how the world ends — not with 2 bang, or i
even a zombic bite, but with a rin!.'.tun-;.'.n ! 1

e Sl ok
1 THE A4<F OF ZOHBIES



All Alchemy 1977 jewellery & accessories
are designed & handmade in our

workshops inthe Heart of Engl
the finest lead free English pewter ‘:II

out products come with a lifetime guarantee!

Alchemy 1977 collections:
Alchemy Gothic

Alchemy Metalwear
Alchemy England Apparel

1911 E ; . Alchemy Empire

™ UL13&UL17Alchemy
L @
AN, 3
;ﬁw_ﬁw.ﬁuuEMYENG_LAHDLOM’ NEW COLLECTIONS
sermrwic ComcionSegh) of [y AVAILABLE FROM
770 bt SEPTEMBER 2013
BY9%6

GEARWHEEL KEY g =1
PENDAN 88 a ==
HAMMER
Bll{;ulh

b

e
f s
CWT 49
DELPHYNE AND

THE DIONYSLA
WINE GLASS

R193
VIPERSTONI

NECKTHOMG

\ BT733
BRIMSTOMNME FILGRIM
MENS T sHIRT

SIZES ML X1

% NEWTSHIRTS

. see website for details

- 323
. Ty VIKING VIRILITY
. RUNERING

WW CLOSETALCHEMY.COM

Ynur nnline Stan fnr aII things Alchemy facebook.com/alchemygothic1977

twitter.com/alchemyl977

o

1]
-
4

'y
T

For your Alchemy 1977 Alternative Lifestyle Catalogue pack, send £3.00 to:
The Closet, Alchemy, Hazel Drive, Leicester, LE3 2JE. OR - FREE! if you register on line at:
www.ClosetAlchemy.com You can buy online or via our orderline 0116 2824 824

Please quote 5FX Bookazine Aut 13 in response to this advert.




'~ BRODKS

Stephen Jewell talks to the only man who's
practically guaranteed to survive a zombie attack

o weant to koo hovar it all started
A malevnlent smile spreads acposs
Max Brookss faoe a5 £FX s with
hi in a café arpund the comer from
Forbicddden Plamet. 1% i feawe weaeles
before the relense of Holbawood's
blockbuster adaptation of the Mew
York-borm mithors bestselling novel
Warld War 7. mad imetide the Tondon
gei-fi sl comies emporiam fas ame aleesdy
daubimg themsehazs with undead make-up abead of
his zigning later that day, Meamawhile, the 41ear-
old 15 regaling us with fascinating tales of how o=
a child he would furtively sneale imto the bedroony
of his parents - comedy legend Mel Brooks and

gty fesh out of the eye cavities of a shull,
When vou're thirteen, that seares you for Tife”

Bt it wasn't wneal & fewr vears later tha
Troolks firat encountered George Romeno's 1968
horror masterpiecs, f'-.’r';'bl'hr {]}’Tﬁﬁ r.r'w'n;._; T,
which he acmaes vwag big real mtroduetion o the
worh] of zomibies, * That meae really freaked
mie ok because it had something that the other
o didm’t hawve, a2 1t had hope,” rensons Brooks,
“That other film was European so it was therefore
comphetely bleak. Tn Night OF The Living Ded,
there are actually rules where people are like 5f
wie shoot him in the head, we'll be okay” or ‘they're
not that stromg as it took five of them to twrm over
our car’ Then the main character hides in the

“Night Of The Living Dead taught me that there
was a way out and that you weren’t doomed.
You just had to make the right decisions”

the late actreas Anne Bancroft - toarateh Be night
horror films whenever they were out of the howse,
T s thirteen YT ile] aviaed s ;.Er_rin;.:
1'|'|r|_||.|pd'| 'pl.|b-|_-|1'_|.',_ b vecalls, T weas about 1985
aned i Amerien, the PG mgnme mlin].r. had
n:l_'l;_'nﬂ}' o oLk, u'h;i_'l'l 1_~.==.m:11!'i:|'||3' mesind that
WOHMmen :_'l_u.ﬂﬂ I!:||:|.= 1]'u:i1' shiriz r_rlT'in |111_'rl.ri|.-.'\.' ﬁ:_:-r
T p.nrliq‘l.ﬂ:lr regon, When VT tharteen, that™s
all i l;'.'lrl.-.'lbr_ml. S0 Tum.h;] Ir_u:il in |-1'|:_:-1'|I r_|-‘|'I!'|'u_=
TV w::iﬁnj{, gommie s oo howr, for that one
awesome moment when that would happen.”
Then one night, the young Max's life was
changed forever. “T'd tuned in hal faray through to
this mowic where dhere was this worman, who was
precty much all the way awesome” he continues.
“They only shot her from the waist up and she was
walking through some native village and there
was somee native dance going on, T thoughe it was
the greatest film of roy life and then suddenly the
dance was interrupted by these walking creatures
coming to eat them. I'd accidentally stumbiled
oo an Tealian zombie mevie, which was set in
Mo Guines, amd T'm 9a T e it that
the Almmakers hod misced in somme dl_l-l_‘“l'ﬁl.',‘l'l!:lr:"
fisat HES of canmibalizm of actual p-l,-f_rp]l; el i11g'
flizzh, That terrified e wo :_'l_lmp]l:ll,*]y amd T
meEver ri,Tl'l'-Cl.','l that there was o soene where Ihn:_'y
went i oa house and there waz a diead old womom
im a wheelchair Ore 1_1|-1'|'||:_'].|;1_:|}'.'\.' touches her amd o
[4HE 'i|,|.1'|1|:m ot o 2 hole 11 ber stomach, "'d:l],rlpq:in
vy mvined, T re-edited it but T'm pretty sure that
there was also a seene where some guy was poking

12 THE A4-F OF ZOHRIES

'|_1:|.ta:_'n1|:_'n1 ik I.I'II." ey l:nn;] .'md |'||:_' wv|_11,:|||_:| |'|.:|w_= |i1.r|:-|j
iI"|'||: '|'|.1|jn'1 .'u;_'vl_'ijl.m!:lrly ]_'H.H_-n .'\."|'|r_|t m I!]'u:- 1'||:.'|r.l.
That I.'m;{]'ll! me thuat 111|:'n;: WA WY ol ;lnd that
s weren't doomed. You just had to make the
rigl'll dl:-l_'iwin:_:-nw .'|1'||_:| thit #tar l:-d my 'u."|'||'_|l|_= furn r_rr
I|'|in'|:i1'|j.r| I'q_'rr VErs o ﬁi_"l’l.ﬁ'jll‘i,l.‘ﬂ .':]_1|_||.|1 what 1.1.'|_||.|.'||,|.
thiui I'ij.!::l'll dedsions e

With Romero following Might OF The
Living Deaed with five further instalments, maost
notably inchuding 1978 Dawr OF The Dead and
19857 Dy Of The Dead, Brooks believes that itis
their spcial subtext that has enabled the films to
stand the test of time, even if their nudimentary

production qualities haven't necessarily aged that
well *1 don't think that ‘daced” is a bad word”™ he
inaists, “1 think that's goed because they're like a
amapshor of when they were flmed. When | wach
s thee was mode before T wag aroamed, T wsne
it o be Bke o windoss o howe people thought
ek then, S when Twatch Dawn Ei!f'.".h: Tyead | T
thimk sy, thag wag aboqt the rise of consumerism
and the declme of the baly boomers” Te was when
the supposedly idealisoie generation betrmed
themselves amd abamdoned all thesr ideals for stalf
Dy OF The Dead 15 one of the preatest American
mnaes a5 it really defined a peneration, Tt's like
the flipside of Exsy Rider, which is where they're
startimg out with all these high ideals and Davn

Of The Dead is when they fall”

While he belicves that the Night Of The
Living Ded series is the yardstick against which
all zornmbie stories must be measured, Brooks's
initial inspiration for World War Z was actually
Tom Claney's popular espionage thrillers. “T first
read Mt For Bed October when Toeag sivteen” he 3
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saya “He set the world on fire for me because he
threwr out all that sensationalist Tan Fleming crap
and prounded spy movels in reality, His attitude was
*how does the CTA or technobogy like a Russian
submarine really work? He based evervthing on
homework and T walked sy from his books, not
only feeling entertained but also smarter”

Subtitled “An Oral History OF The Zombic
WEr® Torld War Z g -L'LI'I'I:'I.|'|'|IhL"\d af 4 suceedason of
interrelated short sequences that graduwally decail
thi ST ol am vmsdend |:|:|1'||_|n::|11i|_'. Tedd from
i |'||: |1n|'||'n|:_'|'|'inp_ perspect i1.'|: :_:-I'{ill_u:mr.-;.._ .-.1'n1|_|.e;|.e|'||:rh.
.-1nn;| |_|I|'|1_'r |_*-l.'|:'.'.'i!1'||_m meoimanls, I|'||:_' r'h-:-;h -|::|1in;|.e|
'p|.-'|_|.a;11|: '|_1|_*-|s:_|'n.-. i el |;||1i-e;|:|'.' ETONS 10
ST ESS |11|.|.-q_'|'| 1_1r-I|'||:: p]:l ek,

40l the other 2ombae stores Td een up
il that |:|r_u'n1 W srmall u-e;:'|||:_' '\.'|_|rl.'i1.':'|| .-I|:_:-1'i|_'-.-;.._"
explains Brooks, who drew inspiration from
pioneering American historian Studs Terkel’s
Pulitzer Prize-winning book The Good Wer, which
concentrates on the experiences of everyday folk
during the Second World War, “Tt% one of my
Frvourite books of all dme. He interviewed people
not just from all around the world but also from
different walks of life, not just soldiers but also
politicians and prisoners of war. T thought that
was a pood way to tell a global story; to do a poest
mrten Studs Terkel-anle oral histom™

Taking his bead from the hysteria that vas
atirred up by dhe SATS epidemic around a decade
.-1_|.¢|_|,_1|'||; cataglysmic events of TVorld ™Weer F are
disturbingly elose o some real life situstions,
'l mabioms |_|'|-p.-'|n'i|_' angd ermsotional terror reanlly
AsEnane mi” nodes Brooks, *Tes like the most
sermal mment in Dows {J;'T'.'u- Mt fior me 1
not the action seenes but when they're watching
a.q,x_'iq,'!],' break doawn Dive on TV and theres that
ome professorwho's telling people Sweve got to be
Iogical and unemotional iFwe're poing to surviwe’

14 | THE a-Z OF DZOMBIES

You could have said the same thing about the ATDS
crisiz, 25 'mold enough to have lived throwgh thae
I America, T watched us go from absolute denial
to absolute panic and it made a deep impression
on iy childhood. So for me, it's not just about hoar
v as idividueals woald deal wich a zombde plague
biwit T ware as acownory deal which it and alao how
other countries like Britain, Cuba, New Zealand or
Tiadhia deal wach 1

While TWarld War 7wz [\-1||_1|i.-.1'ﬂ_n;| im 2O,
Tronlks fire |:_"h:|:|'||_|n_'|;| Frrmmanty s im prospects ol

'\.'|1n'i1.'|'n;'_:'|11 wndengd .ﬁ.m1.-'|_|.;-|_'|;||_|r_m i MO s Fomiae

Sorviral Gande, " That came out of the ¥ 21K s’
he SIVE, T I'l:rrinj.g o the Millenmium B, whach
r-:|'|5|_'-|}' |:|r|:di{'|!|:|_| | dl'j.e;i!:'ﬂ rru_-]l |,|.|:_:-1.'l.'n 1.-.'|'||_'-1'| I|'||:_' wear

co-producer and main star Brad P il soodio
Paramount have reportedly already rushed an
inevitable sequel into development. “Tve had
nio imvodvement so it's been cormpletely up to
thern what they dowith it” says Brooks, whe
adopted a sorictdy hands-off approach toweards
the filmmakers. “T've actually had to fighe for
the integrity of the book. My publisher in the

L& wramped oo puit Brad Pice's face on the cover
Past 1 said ‘absalutely noc” Mot dhat [ heave anything
.-1;|.e'.:||'n:1! Th'.'uﬂ |_1|.|.I s {'I‘I.ilﬁl{'!l.‘,‘r 14 :1{'!1|.'|'||l.' il

n 11'u: ]_'u_u_lk. T-ﬂil_ln'l wiime anyong -.'.'hu HL'-I_':.I!]'M_'-
rru_n'il: .rlneﬂ ||:_:-1.'|:.~:'i! B 'pin:;k I|'|n|_' |::-|:_:-|:_:-|: up l.',"tl:l:_'l_'lil'l:l.!'
it o e the further adventures u'l'(jl:rry Lo
sl ]_H_'in;'_ .,li:i:1|:||'t_:-'in|1_'|;|."

“It’s not just how we as individuals would deal
with a zombie plague, but how we as a country
deal with it and how other countries deal with it”

2000 arrived. “All these post-apecalyptic survival
guides were coming out back then and T had been
thinking for a fewr vears about how Twould survive
a zombie apocalypse. So Twent looking for a book
about that but nobody had written it There was
nothing about zombdes in the lame 90k as they
WETE VETY |,|.n|'~q_:-'p|,||:|1',.-q:- T I!'|'||_||,|.;:_|'|I Td werte omie
for rwsell, T niever I|'|n;,:-1|:|.e||'|l! it sk be |;||,|l_:-||'u|'||:_'|,|
50 T stuck 18 i droweer for o few years™

With The 11':'1:'?\.'1'”_;5; Disd telewdsion show
HE I1'.-'||_'|i|'||:|.el record-hreak 1§ pudiences for am
Americn cable q‘l'l.:lnnl;l:,ﬂ'u; el T
1% currenithy ‘-""i'-"_'-'i"".l-c‘. A wrldwade AL i
|;|r_r|_'l|1|.'|1'i| v, Arid whike s fdhure was 1.!.'&1|;|];
predicted, Mare Forster's big soreen version of
World Werr Z has more than held its owmn at the
box office. Mo deubt much to the delight of its

According to Brooks, the novel was
purposely designed to avoid the usual Hollywood
tropes. “There's no main character and Tve abarays
said that instead of the hero saving the world, it's
the world saving itself, which doesn't translate well
o a movie” he says “Also when you tell an oral
history vou koo wiho lives and wiho dies and that
taloes ot o whole level of suspense, [ like with
The 11':'1.'1'"[;5; Dead, Tundlerstand that alo q_:-l-'pl:q:-'ph,'
tune it fmd out whots _I-:‘.'l.1i1'l_l-t 1o alee in thes week™s
|:_'|;||'u-|,1|,||;. Tyl in vy bq:-q:-'l-:,{h,':1r|'_|.' if the chnrascter’s
tal |:in:|.e|1|'||;n they wall live o 1 1|n|,|.-|,'r.=ilr_u'_h|.p_|;_:-'in;; in
that some 'pl_ﬁ;:-ph:_' were ;-_r_rin;; i3 hate the ook i1|.~;|
o thar prinn:_'i'ph,'." i

Wiarld War 2 s avarlable row i paperback,
www ey ook com,
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Irmagak: o 20N Pammount Ficturas, Al Rights Reservad



WORLD WAR Z:
THE ENDING YOU DIDN'T SEE!

Wondering why the film took so long to make? That's what
happens when yvou write two endings. Will Salmon investigates...

WARMTMN{G! ||-].'r_H.I. hervent soen Mo Forster's
adapeation of World War

a5 bong as there are s of Tife=gaving Pepsi

t, stop rendimg rght
ch the ending

igimally seripted,

proand, you'ne oloy? Ahen.

KEEPING IT GOOL

'I"h.n" mot [hL cnding that w

L We're about to giv
& planmnied at the

Pitt} the former UN L"-.'FH.I'[I'il' |.r somnet
|'|.].1 |u st eseaped pombie-ind

|:-u|1d||1,~_-_||1 Cardiff. Unfortu
is om board and the infect
arnong the passenger
LuIlLL:l'l'I-L] [|| |I: '-III‘IIL' i

r".rth- n jumips forarard in nnu. m-.i
stthe-har,

gt o thee ry -i-mh whio i 1m o refugg

sormlbais Iy 1 1'|_||.L;'."|'| '.11rl ol |:||.||; alien to sleeping

'.h|n|. i of Peps, Fiug ||;r W '|'|n
st ly wrhat you teed

‘epsl, Forget water,

Yum! Ah, delicimas
in a zombie apocalypse,

ﬂ1l.. film) o= a way rL- l'-'ﬁ phﬂrn di 1n-:| rhn.. lu.i

“How much of the original ending was actually
filmed is uncertain, though there are photos
showing Gerry on board an ice-covered ship”

“Lonk darling, ey 're sulesn - |efs
NP B I § e

W, S1E.CO UK
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sl o r;l;'.'_'l_'-ﬂ i} :.' I|'||:_' Situml iu:_:-n. Crerry, Sepen anmd

1I|.'.'|'I'[II'IL. his way hun 1 i PESCIE h| 5 wifie ar ui Fids.

ALL GHANGE

8o there vou go. No cure. Mo happy ending, but a
i For the planmed sequels. Bur also

the ending Howr much of itw
is uncertain — thowgh ther

=, Pitt called m
v his opimion on the film as

.rr'url J'r| Thie [1
underwent fve

1, amd the Alm
{farhich mather

ot in the global scheme of things, And while
called a thousand other
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YOUNG BLOOD

Joseph McCabe speaks with Abigail Hargrove, one of the youngest stars of Marc Forster’s
World War Z movie, about sequels, zombies and sharing pancakes with Magneto...

key fgure in both the Wordd War 2 film

thiat wis released, as well as the much-

chamged ending that wis never shown

(e previons pagge for detadls) is Bachel,

thee eldest dogheer of Gerry Lane (Brad

Pitt), She’s ployved by Abignil Hargrowve,
making her feature film debur

We caught up with the fourteen-year-old

actress at this years Saturn Awards in Burbank,
where she told us abour the unseen Wirld Wor #
seenes and her hopes for a sequel (or ool

Waorld War Z left a lof of fans warnting mare,
Could we still see a sequel?

Pararnount definitely is planning on doing a sequel.
[m Fact they want to do a third ome as arell, They'ne
hopring oo meke this a threesome orpe thing,

Flave you heard if the studio would ke to shoot
thaern herels toy hack?

I think they wamt to lemae a space between them
actually, And malke them so that people have o
winid Tor i, becmse that madies therm even momns
excited. Tdefmitely want to do them, o hopimg
that my charneter wall fimally get oo kall some
zombics, maybe in one of the movies, [Laughs]
That would be great.

The film's ending was reshot. Can you talk about
the scenes you shot that we didn't see? Could they
perhaps surface on the DVD?

Right. Well the very end of the movie was
completely different. Tt ended with Brad P
actually not coming back o his family, and the
family was at this toeally different shelter,safe
place with Matdhew Fox's character. Matthesar
Fo's character wias cut densm quite a bit and we
emded up not having as mech of a big rele aq we
wogld have bad i the fest cut, 5o Tdon't aeee ol
1.-.1;-‘” |_'-1'||_| up '\.'l:-l_'l'nﬁ :|1'|:.'|:_:-|'I|'||;_'.-x'|:n|:t: thai A -,li.,l.
Hul 1'% pm!;il:-ll:.

I";I"f.r m.'n;urf-:fru'.'«: i:uppnn, i:u'w:'er.r talked to the
ﬁfmﬁem aboert vehere i crmfd'g.l:.’" Wionld we s
braife g r.:f.l']lr: camp ai wﬁiﬂrpm retermde wrih Hrad
Pitt's character?

Eadly, we haven't talked sbout that stuff yet.

Dvid you read the book beforchand?
[ didn't, but it's actually in the gift bag tonight [ac
the awards]. So T guess Ul read it now! [Laughs]

What's next for you?

[ just finished a short film called The Hemer For The
Firebird. That will be in some filn festivals very
soon, Other than that T'm just suditioning!

“I want to do the
sequels. 'm hoping that
my character will
finally get to kill some

zombies, maybe. That
would be great”

V& | THE &-Z OF ZOMBIES

What ws your favirite scene fo shoot in Waorld
War F# Is 1t @ soerme e g fi s

Yies, actually, Tn the very begimning of the movie
when were all eatimg breakGse T gon to hivve Jonds
and boads of pameakes inothat scene, Tt was very
fun and delicious. And whike we were filming

that soeme, net that Brod's not snvesome enough

of course, but... We were all sitting around the
breakfast table. We're about to start. The director’s

Fre e s uxt il noac sl
i AL ey Y P

like, *Boll camera” Suddenly o guy walles inoamd
sats next toome, T lke, “What the beclk?™ Tlook
ot aingd 117 Wlichae] Fasshender froms X- Rdan:
Frrat Class, and he's T, *TFley guvs! What's for
break s Brwds like, “Fey man? Apparently
they're pood friends. Michsel was in town for

the weekend or something - he's not actually in
World War Z at all. Sowe all got oo mect him. He's
very mice and very interesting. Fi

W s CoL Ul
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COMICS

Once consigned to the unfashionable titles, zombie
comics have hit the mainstream. By Mike Molcher

roaming, shuffling. blood-thirsgy and
rizlentless — you may have thowght
zomibie comyices wene desd and
buried, but they just keep msing up
ayenin aned aygin.,,

Comsicdering howe regular]y
goee predict the demise of the genne,
there are more undead comie books

ot there toaw tham you can shalke a soem-off
shotgun at While The 1 ':H'.'El'ng Mhered chmnimates the
armveynrd, 10 nob surprisioge that commies have been
finding endless ways to reinrent the wraiths,

Sowhile there are Georpe Romero-style
shufflers aplenty, you can also find everything from
emo-zombies o spandes-clad ones.

FROM ZERD TO HERD

Caomies never used to be that enamoured of zombies,
either confining them to horror tithes or using thern
a5 auitably disposable enemies for their heroes.

i
r
Fec s o B
R BT s a slairg
a3l

LY 0 ¥ E

18 THE 4-F OF ZOMBIES

But now all that has changed as zombies,
folloawed by their equally motsaied army of Ens,
hanae hecome not onby a constant scaphe of popular
entertainment, but represent big buasiness — just
Rk im film, the “gombie offect™ has spread through
comies like vour proverbial plague of necmotins
From Accent TS Zomibies sothologies to TRAA™S
horde of undesd tiles, the mduisery has been well
and eraly bitten by the sombie buag

There™ 30 Days {.I'.Ir_.".l'a,g.frr wWriteT Sleans
Miles's Bemaing, where a blckjack deaber and an
exotic daneer are trapped in 5 casing surrounded
by zombies, phs there's his modern take on
Frankenstern, Wake The Dead, whichwes an

mstant hit. And for those stll experiencing Buffy
withdraoral sympioms dhere was Wynonna Earp
— the busgm, leather-clad pranddaughter of Wild
Wheat legend Whan Earp who becomes a hunter
of the undenid

I fact, all pretence that 2ombdes aren't o fGn
pleaser rotbed mway wAith ttles such as the Eisner
asvvard-ngmimated Fombis 1 Robors - which
15 n eomie book that certaandy Bves up to s lareid
titke, Tham e TP respular Ashley Wiood, 2 band
of robots protects aninfant g, the lese hvang
human being, from a zombie plague in the hopes
that they can use her to restart the human race.
Writer and TDW head honcho Chris Byall manages

'ZOMBIES, FOLLOWED BY THEIR ARMY OF FANS,
HAVE BECOME NOT ONLY A CONSTANT STAFLE OF
FOPULAR ENTERTAINMENT, BUT BIG BUSINESS”

WL ST CO UK



o wring drama out of, essentially, two groups

of seiff automatons bereft of human emotion,

bt the dramatic device of the defencelesa child
apurs the action on while Wood's archaic work
perfectly suits the post-zombie world. With this
ol titles inchuding ZombBie and Zombres! Feast
plus adaptations of Romeno’s Dawn OF T Disod
ol Frrnid O The Dend, TONE knowrs a juicy corpse
when it sees one.

Avatar Press got i oon the act by printing
Warren Ellizs Black G — in which gas from a fault
limez turnz people into proteim-hungry madmen
= along writh Excape OF The Living Dhead by the
co=writer of the Night Of The Livng Dead film, John
Russo. Debate rages over whether the psychiotic
monsters of Crossed, created by Garth Enmis,
qualify as zombies - but the series, also written by
Simon Spurrier, David Lapham and Jarmie Delano,
mimnes the same horrors and implications of life ina
battered and traumatised survivalist eulure.

Mot unlike Simon Pege and Edgar Wright's
Sherm OF The Dead (also adapted imto a comic
basaale), thee humsoroais 2007 graphic novel Zormilhies
Calling readed on the clichés of the penre, Wiritten
and illstrated by Faith Erin Hicks, a sombie
miaiE fan sned ber o university dorm-mates ane
cagcht in the middle of the zombie spocalypse but
omly she, wAith her understamding of the “rules”
poverning the genre, can saee thiem,

Tt's Al easy to foneet that one of the
mist promiment z2ombde comics is actual Erg
Porarall's wasnimdly wonderful seres The Gooe, with
its 194 e-meets-the-undead Blend of gung-hio
newsreel fisticuffs and paranormal msanity, in
which zombies are branded as “slackjsnars™ as they
serve the Zomibie Priest.

515 FOR SUPERHERDES

Such has been the hunger for zombies over the
past decade that theywe even bled over into the
traditionally conservative world of superheroes.
Despite being based on throwawray characters from
Mark Millar's Ultimwate Fantastic Foour run, Mearvel
Zombies was an unexpected “Elseworlds™style

hit im wrhich an alien virws nirmed the world®
superheroes int lesh-eating monaters. After
plcking Earth clean of lifie, the “henoes™ bicler He righ e e, bl
over ineressingly scaree bodies though, unusually Hllesi b ol

for the ;ﬂ:nn::_ﬂ'u: sombies are ot mindless
r;:lm'lﬂj:ﬂx. 'I"]'ll:ir pl_‘-l'!-i-l_ll'l:ll i1'i|:.t: n:m.':in i1'||.'|1_'| » B0
I!]'u: =hory ‘rr_u;uw.'\; i m|.|.-|_'|1 i I!|'||:'m HEA |'|-|_= ﬁ-w
humicin suravors, The Mares! ..'-'f'rlrni':!r'.l'.'-:_,':-‘\ ey {,II_II'_

Diarfaness orosavier even o Ash, the chinese-
huanded hero from the Evel Dead mc_:-lri_-f-'.,!.':lwq:-n the
super-powered stiffs, In fact, so emboldened was
Marvel by the senics” success that they have revived
Zombie - otherwize known as Simon Garth - for a
four-isswe MAX series.

Superhero zombies reached their zenith
with the DC nega-event, Blackest Night. This
sprawling saga is zombie comics apotheosis -
Geoff Johns's brutally vielent all-star superhero
story saw the rapacious Black Lantern Corps
from space sector 866 attack the DC Universe
and resuscitate fallen superheroes and villaing
alike in an amempt to destroy humsaning It had
all the ingredients of a trwe zombie tale — it was
goy, i was o, it was violent, and ultmately
it was disposabile hormor porn on an epic seale.

At the spmee time, whint better Wy Lo revmee o _I el
characters and consign others io the past than 3 ﬁ
1 s misimg of the und ead® i, I-‘-..E . '.

The pl]n‘uil of & e :1n;'_|1,' e the weell- & h i:\"‘. o I 1\‘
chainsmwed genre can ke writers down rather 1||-|.1 trir-d —tr:_‘h ' ‘ g ﬂ -£
ﬁl':-ll"‘-!l' 1 e i el e ﬂ___ ﬁ

odd paths, But as the writer of Pride And Prefudice
And Zombies - Seth Grahame-Smith - discovered, #° w ‘Enll = u'ldr ‘l"ua_ 4" m

. sl ik
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blending zombies with different historical
periods or fammous works of ficton provides fertile
grounds. Nowhere 1s this more evident than

im [an Edginton and Davide Fabbri's Vietorin
Uirdeazd, a Bloody romp set in Victorian England
with Sherlock Folmes and Dr Watson caught

in the midst of a zombie outhreal, On different
lines, Tiam Abmett and THT Cullburd's The New
Degrchwerridferns incorporates zomibies into a post-
Wictoriam class structune, where the sampire upper
clazses prey on the lower classes of zombes and
humamns, Tt provides intrigaaing social commentary
alomg with o mch world inwhich Chief Inspector
Geonme Suttle atternpes to sobve an upper-class
eitizen’s murder,

Heading further baclk, Pat Millss ongoing
series for 2000 A D about a 17th century zombie
hunter called Defse, beautifully illusorated by Leigh
Gallagher, combines incredibly well-researched
historical detsil with copious rescinding of Totten
flesh. T a world where magic and science sit side
by side, rather than a Great Fire levelling London
in 1666, a bizarre comet instead raises the dead. To
combat the hordes of “recks® conteolled by rmalign
demonic forces, Defoe — a former anti-Royalist
slilier — amd hig rasiit boomd of 2ombie hunters
attempt o hmd and destroy the supermatural source
of the ouithreak while ploughing into crmard s of the
undead with Millss charmscterstic stragtht-faced
ahiddactic dialogme,

Also published in 2000 A D s misimg
star Al Exing's Zombo, Wonderfully Gid also
grotesquely) dravn by Henry Flint, Zombo is part:
humian and part zombie - the result of 5 top secret
government cxperiment, In the first series he
erash lands on the hideous sentient “deathworld”
of Chronos, and nmust help the human passengers
survive. The only trouble is, he doesn’ really
care about them and is more interested in having
thern for dinmer. Despite his generally cheerful
disposition, he lirerally sees people as walking

mgat. His first line, amusingly, is “Hullo, my name's
Zombo. Cam [ eat you? The character became an
instant hit for 2000 AL, and mised both Fline and
TEwrim's profile significantly,

For sheer varety, though, you can't beat
Revorded Attacks, which tied in to W Brookss
popular The Zormbie Survival Geade and posited
warions historieal zomibie outbreaks throughout
history — each being tackled inways specific to
thae period.

et while there are a plethora of oaditional
zombie tropes = and plenty of cliches - out there,
finding mew takes on the genre is a challenge
comics have been keen to tackle. Zombies have
so much meore o give and, like an over-inquisitive
gravedigmer, comic books have been rooting around
for the freshiest specimens with incredible vigour,

That's particularly evident with Revival,
written by Tim Secley and published by Tnage.
Although it bears superficial similarities to the
French drama Les Revenants, which found a
strong sedience on Britdsh T% as The Refurned,

s a1 srmall-woen charaeter deama thaes also

a chisturbing horror seres and a “rusal noir™
mystery, Simply put, the desd do mot oome back

to ek people, they mereby wish o retum o their
eviEryday Fives as ifnothing hns happened, Rerval
i A ase stwdy i chameter-doven zombie stores
thatt, s it turns out, comics e both the space and
depth to exphore properhy,

GOPS AND ZOMBIES

Cinie series that has combbined otk this and

the: more traditional ideas about zombies, as

well as finding massive mainstream success,

iz Robert Hirkman, Tony Moore and Charlie
Adlard's The Walking Dead. Debuting in 2003,

the Eisner-winming series has become its own
mini industry with a hit TV show and subsequent
game about the survivors of 4 zombie apecalypse,
led by small-toam cop Rick Grimnes. Kirloman

"THE WALKING PEAD 15 A CHARACTER BOOK,
IT'G REALLY ABOUT HOW A BUNCH OF DISFARATE
FPEOFPLE COFE IN AN EXTREME SITUATION”

RERIED |

ARDIANS

il ABNETT » im CULBARD

I3y Im2 28 P ormines
ek s i

realized that the sombies may be the mdn dre,
bt it's thie harman drsmas going on behind the
barricades that keep renders coming back for
mre, creniing a extrasordimary amount of room
for character development — something that has
attrncted am sadience o beyvond that of merage
oormie readers. Adlards memochrome sroworl:
purposcfully reflects the tone of Romero's early
filris and Kirkrnan is not afraid to experiment —
there have been somie issues utterly bereft of any
rotting flesh at all.

T like tos think of The Walking Dead as a
very dramatic book” Kirkman told Playback=d, “so
miuch so that the “zombie’ part takes a back seat”

“Wig're a character ook said Adlard in
2007, “in fact, it really a book about how a bunch
of disparate people cope in an extreme sitiation,
which just happens to be zombibes. T think Robert
1.1.'|_||.|||_:|"l.r|: ]r_ml! in1:_'r|.-ec.1 '|r_r|1|;|.e; a0 i w.'mju.wl :||p-|_11_:||!
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fighting zombies and pore and wolence. That sort
ol et o Aot stz a book thiz saecesghil
over the period 10% bated, And 0% only the human
stries that keep it fresh and alive forus aswall”
B for all its suecess, The TI-?JFHHE' Pwerd
refmains viery much grounded in Bomeno's
universe of shuffling corpses, survivors, puns, and

inevitable dizaster. While it has been revolutionary

within the industry, it%s a fairly traditional tale.
Ome of the most intriguing takes on the
genire hias been Chris Roberson and Michael
Allred's iZombde, published by Vertipn. The
series dealt with Gwendobm Price, a revenant
pravedigger in Eugene, Oregon plus her friends
Ellie, a 1980z ghost, and Scott, & wereterrier.
Gwen can pass for a regular girl, but she needs oo
cat A brain anoe a month o keep feom locing her
menmories and intelligence. Aq a gravedigpers she
has plenty of sccess to recently deceased people;

IFs o] o ek, il
EVER e paNCE C2r §3E T

W, SO0 UK

"I WAS VERY AWARE
THAT IT WAS A MOOERN
TAKE - IT'6 REALLY NOoT

A ZOMBIE BOOK AND [

LIKE THAT ASPECT OF IT”

when she consumees thetr brams she “inhenis™ part
of the deceaseds thoughts,

T abways been a zombie movie fan,”
Allred says, “T was very sware that it was o modern
take, in fact o very different tale = it's really not s
zomibie book and T lile that subwersive aspect of it
It was ultimatehy a character piece with a female
character which T also found very afractive.

“The original concept was that she would
eat a brain and take on aspects of the person whose
brain it was and right the wrongs or tie up the
loose ends of that person's life, so dhere was great
potential for nurder miysteries and things like
that. 1t was originally going o be like a Beain of the

ronth’ kind of series, which 1 weas very happy with.

TFor various resons wie gt cought up m
thiz whole other sub-plat amd then started this
epic storylme imaolang the end of the world, So
it became clear to me that 18 was more of o lagae
grphic novel as opposed B0 A conbmuing sEries
amad that's what T mean when T say it got o bife
ol it g™

The series was an mndie hat, with Allred
brimging a towch of retro chie with his Pop
Art meets comic book style, but the series was
cancelled last yvear. Allred maintains that they were
able to brimg the story to a neat close, but the loss
of such a left-field book did nothing to help claims
that Vertigo may be in trouble.

With every new zombie craze there are
these who quickly brand the penre as tired or
mioribund, yet what the comics industry has
reinforced over the last decade is that zombies
can e reimvented dme and e again Simple,
eaqy bo Pemould, repuarpose and reimagine, it looks
lile gomaie baooles

inmuic_:-njw;l yer...
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LEIGH
CALLAGHER

We spoke to the Defoe artist
about his visceral artwork
Were zoanbies casy to tronsplant to the
17th centyry?
Pat MeTalls weas frtaestic at givimgs me loads of

! TS

c myself into

dlnr.:-r the
3 awigona zombie
and kicked them out the door.

You've drawm thonsands of *vecks” for the
serics. Are you sick of them yet?

T'minit sick of them; it's the visual ebennent char
keeps me interested. The human al’- heton - and
r]m.nlu]l m; articular — is fasci

= Al 1'|'||_'-1'| Pt
el ok i thie
iloe that, Yog, T
e cromnd &
it |:u=-."1u-..'". o fimish, step |:-'1 L
1 eah, Tdid that™. And that de
happen that often, when you're penuinely prowd
of a piece like that.

What's your favourite part of dreawing Defoe?
T penuinely enjoy choreographing and acting out
all the scenes - its like getting into the
5" b hi-..1|1-i bringing the emations and
FCtHomE . ; ; of
phntiog of y II|.|:I"'L]t imn r||.u!||" S
BLins and ﬂ!lL:l!l'[ul'h that imt
RTiE: o e |rin,.' apurd i load of

en manlier
|r'|1|1||. m |1| AL 1 "|I'Il.| i |'|1|I

me '_'|.' Lo Ty

'F'J.u:l'nj;uﬂ':.lgnl'll:g:t ] :.u_mb'il.r, kst W HIT
wold vou nse?
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Without the talents of writer Dardano Sac-::hetti;

BE T

e

Italy’s zombie splatter flicks would undoubtedly

amdsnio Sacchetts may not
T thee maest frmous neomse m
Ttalizn horror ciner, e
during the gory glory days
of pasta plasmn spilbers, he
was — undoubtedly — the
minst mmporiant person o be
sittimg behimd a typewriter,
Frequently sharimg credit
with hiswife Eliza Brigant,
Saccher penned the scripts for Lucio Fulci's

four gput-crunching classics of walking-corpse
carnage: Zomibie Flesh Eaters (1979), City OF The
Living Dead (19800, The Beyond (1981) and The
House By The Cemetery (1981). During this period,
Lacehert and Fuled revolutionised Euro-horror
Indeed, such evecatively tithed home-groam

cashi-ins as Evotic Nights OF The Living Dead (19800,

Mightrmare City (19800 and Burial Ground (1981)
agaiy Followsed, whilar Spain’s Jess Franeo churmed
ol s {.l-_r"l".rmifl:lmf:ui:x If_1 ':]E'I:] sl Fromcg's Jesan
Rl el v om the aet with Zomeboe I.rﬁm.
Even 1|:_:-|j:|3,'.h1'|'||: Ttahian zomkbae '|_1|_|-|_|n1._|'||_-:||_‘ﬂ'i

b:,' Tl somed S

'r_rnli1'||.||:~: (k] m .1. =I!'|'l||.=
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have had less bite... By Calum Waddell

“Guillermo del Toro counts Zombie Flesh Eaters
as one of his favourite frighteners, and many
films owe as much to Rome as to Romero”

Elesh Eaters a3 ome of his frvourite fmghieners and
everything from Zombielond (20093 to The Walking
Dead television series oares as much to Bome st
does o Romerno.

Consequently, SFX caught up with Saccherri
for the following rare — and revealing — talk abour
a career i fear.,

When Zombie Flesh Eaters was released in Faly it
was called Zombi 2, so that it could be marketed as
an unafficial sequel to George Romera’s Dawn OF
The Dead, which reached Rome under the moniker
af Zombi. Can you talk about the inspiration that
Romera's work had on Zombie Flesh Egters?

I hanre been asked this question before and Tean
I|.~“ ¥, I1'|.|1'|'|F|.L'||'_l,r.1'|'|:|l I|'|n|_-r|.= 1% wery |'i|!|!]|: inl'|1||.~1'||_'|:_'
Tretargn the work of Bomer amd Formbie Flach
F.'.r.'n:m.'l'l'll.“pn_1'|_1'|n;_'n1 1% that o il was rebeased
alter Dawri {Jm: Diead = bant this weas never memat

=

1o happen. The producer of Zombue Flesh Eaters
wiz an rmportant mam called Ugo Tued, who had
worked with Sergio Leone - for instanee, he had
dome Once Upon A Time T The West, But he was
mot sure he wanted to make our movie. T finished
the Zombie Flesh Eaters seript in September or
Oetober of 1977 and Upo ssid he didn'tweant to de it
and that was when everything went on hold. But in
the Mew Year, about mid-Januwary, he had changed
hiiz mind amd the film was suddenky happening
again. Then we had to book for a direcror.,

I it trute that they approached another Fralion
cuilt filmrmakes, Eneo Castellard, hefore they wenl
Lo Luseio Faler?

W, I!|'||.'_l,- ok m:,rxr.ﬁpﬂ o Engo, Uhe Fimogs
ﬁ|1'|1n1.11:1_1' u.']'lr_l- |:|1|::r el Oy B rrull:l: T Brorix
Warriars — whch T wsote vwath bam, Hie v the
producers first chodce, Enso said he woubd do
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it and for about teo weeks he was attached as

the director. However, Enzo had just had some

big hits, such as his spaghetti western Keomez,

and that meant they had to pay him more for dhe

job. The producers wanted to keep Zombie Flesh

Euaters as a low-budget film, but Enzo would not

do it for the money that was finally offered, so i #

they decided o ool elsewhere. Neat they went The producers wanted to keep Zombie Flesh
oo DN Eaters as alow-budget film, and Enzo Castellari

Joe DAmato will probably be best known to would not do it for the money that was offered”

Eritish audiences as the director uf"'ll'lu-l'.'ﬂ rur.d.‘:."""
Anthropophagous The Beast,.,

Vs, b s A v ry '|:|r1_1]'iﬁ1_' filromak (4 bt T

TFAmato was nod inderested, T Tonvever, b rened the
xr.ﬁr.d amel after Fombre Fledh Eaters 1.1.':|.'-;:|'|_1;;|.5 it
etk o |1_=.".||,:|in;.:|.'||,l.3,l;,'|'I 'I".':rri,m',.':rn,l. macke
Anthropophugans The Beast — which was a copy

ol Fuler's film |'|:||,|;._'|'|.';|. ﬂn],l'l.'r.'l],',rll-l = TYAmatn n
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turned it dovimn the producers wene o Fula, At the
time, Tucio wis only knoam for his giallo [mystery]
thrllers, which T thomight were excellent, e was

A b famof Agtha Chrisee — bue the last movie we
had o toggether, Maarder To The Tare OF Seven
Black Notes, had notbeen a hit So, a2 vou can
imagine, he wos very pleased o be given the chanee
to do Zomebie Flesh Eaters.

And it was clearly an inspired choice because it
launched Lucio Fulei onto the international map.
Zombie Flesh Eaters was a huge sucoess all around
the world. But why was it released in Fraly az a
“sequel” to Dawn OF The Dead?

It was filred under my original title, The Tsland

O The Livingg Dead. But then Do, directed by

ZOMBIE FLESH EATERS

1979 Thrector: Lucio Fule 'Il:iting: ""'
Mten spoken of in the same breath as Dawn
O The Dead, this lecks the depth of Romero's
clhassic but 1= stll a bugely enmpoyable mmae,
Miwing the trsd voodoo zombie with modern
sensibilities, it also boasts a fabulous theme
from Fabio Frizzi and a couple of memorable

set-pieces, And where else are vou gomna see a
wommkbine H;;ht i shark?

Alternative titles: Zombi 2, Island Of The Flesh
Eaters, The Ialand Of The Living Dead and

TS 1O, .

CITY OF THE LIVING DEAD

1980 Director: Lucio Fulci Rating: #9914
Fula PElyE |'|r_||11.1;;r. tio P Lovecraft inthis
bhayndotrrs amd |:|uitr. r_|[u_*1—.|l'ii.::|'||}' ETiesmnTe
horror about an evil priest bent on bringing
about the end of the world. The zombies meay
not be important tothe plot, but there's a lot of
gleefully grizddy fun tobe had,
ALTERNATIVE TTTLES: The Fear, The Gates
Of Hell, Pawra Nella Cittd Dei Morti Viventi

24 | THE &-F OF ZOMBIES

CGreorge Bomero and produced by Daro Argenio,
was o spceess m Taly, On the basas of that, Ugo
TueE got the wdea o chamage the gitke of our Glm,
This really wpset Damo and be took us oo court,
Horwever, Dario ended up losmg becaise, in
regards to Ttalian law at that time, the title to s

film did not neceszarily need to correspond to its
content. 5o, because of that bophole, Zombd 2 could
still be Zombi 2 — even if it was not actually a proper
follow-up to D Of The Dead.

How did the celelvated soene with the shark
fighting the zombie come aboue?

That was also because of Ugo Tucci. He told
me that he had bought some footage of sharks
i Mevico and be was wondering if [ eould

THE BEYOND

1981 Mrector: Lucio Fula F!.1I'i1|j;: "'
Thie second mstalment of Fulei's loose “Cates
Of Hell* trilogy with Catriona MacColl has
some spectacular set-pieces (2 dude hindang his
fince emten by tarantulas?), but maloes just as
litthe sense as its predecessor. As with City,
thiz is all about the dark atmosphere and
groedng sense of dread.

ALTERMNATIVE TITLES: ._.E Tu Viwra Nel
Terrore! Laldila

THE HOUSE BY THE CEMETERY

1981 Mirector: Lucio Fula H.-'.Il'hlj."!" L ]
In this moody, impressionistic piece, the
zombie Freudstein renews himself by feeding
o others, Comtroversial wath somme Fms for its
1'.'|1|||:|:|i|1;;. r.l'i:_-:jr_lirﬂ'rd |:|||:_H'. s 1= alsa ilTll.".l.l.ill:lll!.'
the most accomiplished film inothe tril gy, with
an stmosphere as strange and full of dresd as
yorn're lkely to fid in aembie cinems,
ALTERMNATIVE TITLES: (Muella Villa
Accanto Al Cimitero

Will Salmon

incorporate this into the serpt. T was so be coukd
s 2 hittle bt of money on the shooe T said o him,
“This is erazy, sharks hve nothing do with this
film!™ And he sand, s, bat the story tkes place
in the Caribbean, there i a bost and thene i3 an
island so just think of something,.” So T invented

a scenario where vou think a shark iz going to

bite sorneone and, nstead, the shark becomes the
vietim. They had dhis stuneman in zombie makeup
play-fighting with the creature underwater and,
miraculously, they pot a great scene which people
atill ealk about today [laughs].

Just a year after Zombie Flesh Eaters, vourself and
Fulci were working on your next meat-munching
clagsie: City OF The Living Dead. s I8 safe bo say
that Felel veas siddenly sesn as a very banlalle
muprrae in the hovror gesre?

TL WS :'H,'II.LEI"],' thi= |:_:-'|_'l|:||;u1il = Foennbne Flish Eqfers
Wwhosa '.-.'l;_:-rlﬂ'l.-.'idl_'- Tt :m-eﬂ Hi n1:1q_1|;_' Iems 1_1F mi||in:_:-nr;
of dallars for everyome bul ws Wi nevier s any
ol the riches and Falen and T vaere wathogt wiork
ﬁ:_:-rl!l'll_'- I_J-I_'HI P |_|'|':'| VT T-'|_|||_-i |_'|:_:-1|||;| i lJ-I_'Iil;_"l.'I_"'
'|'|i:1'|ill||:_' |'|-|_1rn:_:-1' falrm |'|:'|q_1 bl:l:n t:|1r;|'| M SUDCESt
worldwade — and fo one m TI:||}' cared,

That wis the way 1E Wik m fl:1|],' Il'n_'],'
generally only made comedies and dramas;
horror was very rare, with only Mario Bava and
Drario Argento carrving the flag, Finally, almost
avyear later when the foreign money from Zombie
Flegh Eaters began to come in, we got to do City
Of The Living Dead...

City Of The Living Dead is a cracy movie — it
features teleporting combies, lots of misty
malevolence and a subplot involving a dead priest
trying to cause armageddon, It is a very different
Jfilm from Zombie Flesh Eaters._.

That is probably hecase ic did not start oue a8 2
sombae movie |'|.-'||,|.;'_|'|.~:|. Fule had noe done thas
Ty o Tilm before Zombee Flash Eaters bat, after
that virss 2 suecess, he started o |:_"-|:p'|r_u'|_*-1|'||:_' HETe,
Hie readd o lot of the iy l;'\;pl;{l'u“l,' '[-'.d_g:lr.ﬂ-”:m
P g FP Lovrecradt. With I:.'r'rl'|.' i'_.ll_lr_'n".rh:' F.Jw'.lrg
Mheend e wamitesd '-il_ll'l1l.','||'|i1'|:|.!| with the .'|I!1'r|-|,1.~;|;||'|1,'r|_'~ ol
Teveeeradt but the fikm hod snvestors from Germany
i they told us I|'||_'-],' wanbed :-'.n;,:-m'|_1i|:_':1,j|1:ﬂ liki the 2
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What'sinafitie?

In taly the spelling of Zombie is, erm, Zombd - which keads to hirting theatres as Zormbi 3, no doubt cassing more gnashing of

some confusion when tryving to mainciin the lurid legacy of teeth at Temio Argento’s office, eamwhile, Zombr Holacast
mmany of the classic blood-flled pot-boilers that hit scmeens (1980 wis re=titled Doctor Baefeiur MU for it American
dhimyg the hevday of Euro-homror, Tt all besan wath George mmdience, whilst Fulors orginal elassic of shark-Rghtmg and
Fomera's Dawm O The Dead, part=-Ananced by Taro Argento imtestimal-eating hit the United States ander the simplified
Parhin also cue together o new Buro-ehie) and meleased in Bome slogsan of Zormbre, When Fulei finally did make his oom Zomiby 3

ungher the ttle of Zomi, Lucio Fula's classc tale of gal-ropimg i1 1988 it 1= perhaps nowonder the world had Bale interest: by
ghoulishmess in the Canbbenn — Zomibe Flesh Earers — ammmvved in that poant fes oodaiath the hardiest of hormror balls were saome of
it% homie country as Zormbr 23 ricking indigenous audiences mo what was related towhat any more, Mot that this stopped the

thinking they were watching a sequel to Dawen OF The Dead. Tt Ttalians from clawing ot what was left of the toothsome trend:
worked: Zombn 2 was an unexpected smash m Ttahy Cleardy Zomba 4 (1988) - directed by Claudio Fragasso, who had
= marare of 0 guaranteed gold mine, the skid-row, sleep-inducing produced Zombi 2 - quickly follosred. And the collective groans

of VHE shelves across the world were reportedly deafening..

i 5 g
iy =

splatter flick Barial Ground (19811 then one-upped Fulei by

Rerwenim Gixi'you're gemg fr bk
e, I o o i osss 3 hell paital
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L
e Homme By e Deveterplidn T elaio T
553 oming ik - b it Finigber s re. .
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e made. Sowe had to find a way oo
pur zombics in there [laughs].

The Beyond is sirmilarly strange — it is a haonted
house movele Fight up entil the hast reel vwhen
suddenly combies start fo appear.,.,

Wit 10 was s when we did The Bevond, The
Germams demanded zoml anid as lomg as they
i e e could get the mamey
Tengehs].,

11_1-m:|'|-:|:_' the:m

By the time of The Beyond, the Fialian film
irndustry wis spawning a huge momber of Tow-

“In Italy they did not believe in the f' Ims.
They saw these horror productions as trash,

designed solely for the ﬁ;reigm market”

.
&
F. e

] i i by o ] sy
e e o s o' e Lnd el

o e

brdget omibie mavies which ripped off the formula
of the Fuh :_;l‘TJ:H H'nwd:d 1.'|.|u Feact o !‘hl:Sr

F'hl 'pr11|1||.'|11 wy 1!'|I|1 111|: |:||'||1|||.|.-I i
e '|n1|'-||.1 Ll at thie old - o et e

By the tirme he was
e TWest amd A Fistful

)

- I.:

el less 1o make
mvcrre of thee badg

: S D AtlempE o groy
TJ'u. |:-r1.du-..'r Thi v evident by the time we
did The House By The Cemeatery...
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B P D IS FOR DARDAND

The House By The Cametery marked the end of

Fulci’s “molden period™ It was the last time you O
bath worked together ona surrealistic somibie

aerting — and the mande, despite now being regarded

as a classic of the genre, wis not @ big bt when it

first came out,.. M
Twas fied up becose things were bemg done to the

gorme ol ol Wee wodd filon im a remote hogeae

KT e oo some external soenes m Americ

it wobd book a liode ke a Follseood

After Zombie Flesh Enters was such a huge success e Win one of five bundles of Fulci classics
foor Fulei we really should have been given more iy
money. Tt was frustratimg, We did The New York Intrizued by the sound of Locio Fulel snd Daordoones Sacchebti's
Ripper after The Honse By The Cemetery, and then ; tales of tervor? Look no further, Thanks to the kind follos ot
we did Manhattan Baby, Afeer that T never worked ' Arvow, wove pot five Bho-ray bundles to give oway, The films
with Fulei again. But T have fond memories of him inchuded are the complete Gates Of Hell trilogy (City (f The Living
and of our time together. Tt was full of adrenaline ’ Dead, The Beyond and FHonse By The Cemetery) as well as his
and invention. eve-busting classic, Zombie Flesh Eaters. What's maove, the Flesh
Eaters Blu-ray is the nhtra-rare long-deleted steclbook edition.
In ‘The House By The Cemetery an A merican
femily moves into an obd countryside mansion W fonghit of T a horde of marauding madead to got ooy mitts on
e fimad ot theere is a knife-wielding rowdie in these little boasutics, and wow we're offering them tovou! All vou
the basement. As with Cliy OF The Living Dead heave to di is text us with the answer to the following queston..
aind The Beyond, there (s not mach of the typical
“gldn chomping™ action that one might expect 1 What cult *70s TV show is Zombie Flesh Eaters star
ﬁmuuﬂﬁng—:nmm CUTyMT,., 3 L MeCulsch hast known foa?
Aswath these other Alms, The Floase By The
Cemmetery il ot besgin life as 2 story aboul Az Children Of The Stones (text SFXFULCT A to 34383)
gombaes, Thene is an old fuevale tn Teaky about an B: Survivors (text SFXFULCT B to 84383)
osme — o a Yhogeyman® — that Bves in the basement C: Tiswas (text SFXFULCT C to 84383)
of 2 bigg house in the miaddle of nowhens A fmily
mies to the house, avware of the legend, buat they Luwio Fule's classic films The Beyond, City OfF The Liveng Dead,
omly discover e 15 true when i is too lave, That is House By The Cemetery and Zombie Flesh Eaters have all been
what inspired The House By The Cemetery. restored and ore mvnilable on Blo-ray & VD from Arvrow Vidoo,
For meore details visit worw arrowrfilmsconk,
How did the monstrous protagonist in The House
By The Cametery become a zombie? =
Well, that was the fault of Fulci because he stll had
the same crew, and a lot of the samie actors, and EIT?‘F:LE
hie was using the same oicks as well. By the time i
we did The Hoase By The Cemetery, Fulci was just

¥. what they expected: blood and
That was the simplest thing for him to do
and alao his wealmess, He never understood his
o potential, ingtead he just repeated the formila
that made money with Zorilde Fleah Eaters, and 1
think I!|1|._= fikims pad u.rl::ll:i_'r '|_1|:-|_'.'|1_:|.~:|: :_:-|-1'|'|.1I.

L] =y

e

I thas wh ¥ WOuE never winrfeed vwath Fuler on TOEE%
Ferrhd 3, the ill-regarded sequel that he finally
mrciele ey Fewrlne Flesh Eaters? R‘q‘u‘lrl‘ec“x, i Wi
n.u:i: I | !'rm.lj:iudprr.ld'uch'm thert F'ui;r'nmri:r VT
ﬁn.l’sﬁcn' ﬂ:t.-ﬁlm.. tﬁr.-prfﬂul:crs de,..

Ry thuat timee, the Tialean horror loom wis over
and Lucio and Thad some arguments over the
making of our last film, Manhattan Baby, which he
lost interest in because he thought the seriptwas
to intellectual [laughs]. T could see the tide was
turning too — the market went from the zombie
monvies to action films such as The Bromye Warriors,
which was a huge hit for Enzo Castellari. Then
there was Lamberto Bava's Demages in 1985, which
T also wrote, and that was probably the last really
big success that we had. Unfortunately, Lucio was
continuing to make amaller and smaller horror
|'|:'|.r.:ﬂ.r.1|:-.~'.. f.'r""j with Zombi 4, which he :!mr"ﬂ'i would T et STV Mo o o e ) el -l ' AT o ey e ) e b sl | P Ty
b his hig comeback, there was nothing left of guwr 2 %apiemiver g Hlmidnichi VY oecs FIMovember 0T (b4 0L Can Eeronkine s aaahirs ok beboees Tesgsy
sndhasbry 2 o Tt v 2 preat sharme, Fi A5t nd e o1 Moncey "B NCeenien 210 i s 2 sfred 0 canr o e rers ever wreiurosd A g
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Experlence

What is it actually like to be chased by zombies?
Will Salmon travelled back in time to
1940s London to find out...




omewhere under London...

It's September 1940 and
there’s awar on, I am bying on a metal
grill, peering aniously down through
the gap. Above me, trains rattle and
shuddder, the people ridimg them
oblivious towhat is happening juse
mietres below them. Beneath mie, in

a brigdhtly lit medical bay, people are talking, People
i uniform - Macis, There's 2 body on a table, And
then the body starts tomove..,

Thiz is Zombie Blitz 1940 - the latest in o
strng of zombie events that have been rising up
aroured the T, Taking place in the dank munmels
under Waterloo, it's somewhere between a ghost
train and ome of the full-scale “run and pun® Eames
viou may have seen advertised. Unlike those events,
vou're not armed. Tnstead, you're guided through
the tunnels, encountering other characters along
the way, mradualty building up anides of what
Mazis are duing beneath the streets of London.

“We set Wish up owo yvears apo? says
Richard Kershaas co-founder of the company
behind Zombde Blicz 19440, a5 well a8 several
other sombie-themed events, *T met my business
partner, Stephen, oul in Viegas racing dune bagies.
Wi wanted B0 set up o business offering people
escapism.” The pair hit on the theme for their
first zombie event — Boot Camp, imowhich players
become soldiers tmaked with batding the undend
— almgss by accident, *We met an army major who
also happened o be an ohsessive combie fan, He
came up with Zombie Boot Camp, Twas o kit of
asceptic = Thnew it'd be fun, but didn't think it'd
appeal bevond a geek hardeore. But when Metro
ram a full-page story om it, we sold it out for a year™

Zombie Boot Camp was folloared by Zombie
Shopping Mall, Zombie Manor and Zombic Battle
Lomdon — as featured, hizarrely, onm The Only Way
I Ezsex. But fior thelr lwest event the team decided
o do things differently. “The vintage historical
argle seems oo really appeal 1o a bot of people who
wrnldn't otherwize go b0 2 sombie expenence,”
says Richard, *The venue beneath Waterloo
Station s incredible, Tes ideal for some thing Tic:
thermed, T ko whers T be hiding out when the
apocalypse cOmes,,”

Trpon arriving at the desipnated kocation
ithe collourful, legal graffin zone that is the Old
Vic tunmnels), craies are oransported baclk in time,
When SFEX arrives am armmy truchk 15 parked up
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outside the location, and the front of the building
has been transformed into a faidhfullby-recreaned
Wiorld War 2-era café serving (absolutely
delicious, it has o be saidy cake and lemonade. Cild
mewapapers liter the table, and everyone involved
im the event is decked out in period deess, 1001
wasn't for the hitter of journdas prodding iFhones,
vourd think it was real — despite beimg tucked just
30 zecomds mary from a busy Lomdon street.

SFEX 15 here for press nyghe — the very
first tire the evient has Been open to the public,
Acsiren wanls, ared o group of us are hureied w
abomb shelter by a soldier. There are joumalizts
and bloigers and one man whao is either a really
over-enthusiastic cosplayer, or part of the game.
Wee can hear the crump of explosions eutside
and then - shock! - we're trapped. Fortunately
a fewr minutbes of Tummaging around the room
reveals a way out - a hole that leads into a network
of tunmels. Two problems: we're gorma have o
crawl, amd it's pitch black. .

DEEPER UNDERGROLIND

What follovwes is 45 minutes or so of ranning, falling
ovner, hiding and bumping into people in a panic,
There are mo weapons, but make o mistake, this is
arezoundingly physical experience. At one point,
Tegsgsinge behined slightly, T shaisd hard through
adoorway by the sokder whoas guiding' us There's
mo b for politeness — this s vwer!

The location, it hos o be said, is penuinely
imipressive, The tunnels are cold and damk and

sorn G feel the oceasional rumible of 2 tram above
soria, Tt really helps reimforce the idea that you
havve somehow been transported back i ome,
Amnd when zombics lurch out at you from the
shadons, 0% hard not to get comied meay, Yes, on
miore than one pocasion, T yelped. Tnoa debonair
ond manly fashiom, of course,

The zombies themsehes, it has to be said,
deserve eredit for rernaining in character. Having
been the last o escape from a room with a creepy
zombie girl in, T talee the time to poke my head
back around. She's still chere... and still lurching
balefully towards the door, even though we've
all lett the room. For a second - just a second - it
becomes easy to belicve,

Ts it seary? Well, sort of - Twould say
exhilaracing mere than actually frightening.
Certainly the fact of it being press night, with
photographers pecasionally horking in the shadows,
does take mweay shghtly from the tension, Thena
are 3 couple of brilliantdy executed set-pleces
Cwhio's that standing in the cormer? Ts that o
nuese bk plaving?, bat it's the moments where
yivia're trapped together ina confined ::.'p:ﬂ_'u.u"il h
other panicling pecple and an arny of 2ombics
harehing tenaards yous, that vou really get Tost in

Interview with a zombie

Paid to chase people then eat their brains?
Sounds like a pretty cool job to us

Who are you, and what do vou do?

Wy namie is Robert Hall, I'na 31 and T live in
Lichfi tordshire. I'm a freclance
rhlr'l'li-|'r|'|'|f|.'.-i.=.|r..-:| al mombyie.

'“'hul: dl_u.."g. l!l'l.ut ul:tu.l.l“} |||'|.'|;|hri..='-‘

'|_'ln_.r|.:r I M |. i memtary :||_'n'_:1.|1

zombie ex |:||'-1-i|_'-1'||_1:.-; g |.|i_:-11-|_ il 1'|'|i11.|.5 four

for GiffGatt.

How did you get started as a zombic?

It all started for me last June, at 2 Wish zombie
audition im Manchester. T went along to that and
six months later T found owt that T'd won. The
hanchester jobs didn'twork out in the end, but it’s
what got me imvelved in this

“’Iutdm tthﬂh nwuhc-f

"llr'[r

alime fuelled, hand-to-hamd comba
the malee-up has 1o be guite detailed
groryg 1o bee petting close o people, Tt
30t 40 i tes to Pt o, mak i1'|p'1'||1 |:|1|L

1n|.| 1]'u - I ||_-'|_'l|1 iy the Blos
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How long are you dressed as a zombic in

abyprieal seqsion?

On the evperience day 1 did it wras ten seaqiong,

bath about two to three hours | i

decent break i the maddle On TV 10 was a case
f e ¢t 1pml Tt's ke loen T

|_1|_|I! iks .-'-c_:-nl]l:_'h I-'||n.

How do people react when they see vou?

Tt chisess '.ﬂr:.'-;|1|i!i_' i bt '|5'|_'1:_:-'|:l|:_' terd to ertheer

s and bock away o, Bk in the experience,
gt filked with adrenaline and charge yow T prefer
the scared reachon!

Are vou a zombie fan?

T lowve them! Tve lowed them simee Twas a
anur imto films and comics as 1.t|.1| Wy
frvourite film is o |l1"-t|l.'|l|l.| LHJ.'[Tﬂ'l.
Mlax Brools's novel, 1-'i ’ :-n'; |' ’rl r 2.

Dhp oy o by comrveniions?
i ||1_, I I".'-' L E!irn1|n|.'||'|.-1n1 Con |'i|_'

: rd r:ll;ppl;l,l ol ol
T Wallidng Dead!

the experiencs, You tun, but it's dark, 5o vou bump
into people, You yelp in surpiise, then bagh it off,
st then anather sombie appears and makes a
sy fior o smed yoan Frealk o, stumbling througsh
the event in an mcrensngdy confused mixture

of panie and plensure, The final streich, where
fvery mild spailers) vou're attacked from all sdes,
15 characterised by shouts and sereams from an
mcreasingly ractled group,

And then it's done. You're spat out the
wcher side, battered, in some cases a bitbruised,
mnd covered in dust and muck. Luckily there's
# bar om site to quench your thirst and soothe
your nerves. SFX found it a thrilling experience,
but immediately wanted m go again, According
to Richard, others have had different responses.
“We'vie had people propose martisge a0 cur events
and groewn men in tears at Zombie Boot Camp,”
he sapa “The response to Zombie Blitz kas been
tremiendons, The historical smgle seems o renlly
appeal toa lotof people who wouldn's stherwise
i e pombie ex perienee”

W all worsdiered whae wed doin
the eventof a gombie apocalypse, This — amd
experiences like it - are o fun waey i find oot
A lietle pricey, perhaps, bue definitely not a day
that you're poing to forget in & hurry.,

Zombre Btz 1940 runs on Sundo ys arsd costs £65,
Head to wainwdsh.conk for details

Images: fambie photagraphs © Robert Hall



Battling the
undead

But wait, there’s more... Zombie
experiences around the country

Fornhie Manor, Tormhie Boot Carnngy,’

el oL ey ahat
b egeds et P s e

ki CRNDE ) EiOTE TERLTNE

Zed Events
Thise puys provide several different events
including The Manor, The Mall and the cminsss

which iz billed -y sury
wildermess". You'll be tanght to sury

vater safe to drink, light fires and,
of eourse, battle zombies.
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The Returned was the surpris
the summer. Will Salmon spok
producer Caroline Benjo and cr
Fabrice Gobert about the Drlg‘ms
of the ominous undead saga...

one shorws hasne “hic potential®
written over therm eight froen the
glart. The 1'Ii-'u|'.I1-.1|'r1_;'=‘ll Dy, Cremomne DI,I'_ =
'.I".'I':mm‘.'r._.-i‘ghnfx E}ISFFFFF.._D ane

hopel., But others atea garmble, Such

was the case with Fes Reyenori . o0
aka The Returned (alsn, at ong p:_:rmd = .."-_f- o
Bastound . The first foretim langaengne S g |
ghowr Chanmel & had broadeast in 20 years, with e
no stars knonam to the British public and a story 5 :
that was big on mystery and strange happenings,

bt not exsetly fortheoming with, ¥ knoar

explanations. Butit worked! The show pulled ol ) _ irmon
regular viewing figures of 1.5 million for Channgl 4+ :° © L i R
and becanse an instant talking point in aﬁi-:cﬁ ami : S oy

qustupﬁammdthtmmuﬁntd:r [+

W spoke to producer Eﬂlﬂh’ne H-!ﬁj'umm o
direttor Fabrice Gobert shoethy b':‘_f.:gi": theshow's
Y UK debuc o fired oLt reore Al its guumug._,-

Hnwﬂynuﬂuﬂem work r:m.ﬂuss:hnw juu’re
mtflrkmmnﬁtﬁfms, dm‘l’!‘ym.r"

Cal"ﬂll j ;=] EEI‘Ijﬂ Wee actu ﬂly dl.*-:_ldl.'d b kot
producing TV seres about 515 0F seven vears

A, IJ-I_"I;,'.'II.I.'-I,' W rl.-.'lllj.' I!|'|n|_1|..||.;|'|_1 Ih:_:L lhin}fp‘. W
h:lppl:n'in;.: I!|1|.-'n: thet W L T r;inl:'mﬂ,mul. I'|'||:n|_=

AT SO :_'l'l.:l"n;:npfn:_"i that T 11-':m||.-d Lix F.':t.:l;. T _‘.".-u.-
W hirad o Vowrig man |'|".':|11|_'in;:|: {}l;:lp-l.-rtj frorm & m K
TV baclground to develop projects with me e =
decided to look into our own catabofue and sec if

we had made some films that could be a starting
point to develop a series, and Les Bevenants, which
we produced 10 vears ago, was one of them.

Wihat was it about the film that appealed?
Fabrice Gobert: I thought that the dead coming
back, but in a realistic way, was a perfect starting
point for a TV show: T found it particularky
mteresting to mix the fantastic with hyperrealism
a5 Robin Campillo did in his featuee film,

CB: Itwas in the genre that we wanted to explore.
A penre that wag :,::lth'ln'l]l;]].' wiell defined l}].'
Armerican TV and feptures — which waz the somlbie
genre. Bt thee fil that 11'1,=|;n'|;:-|;,||,||;,:1;‘|;] dmlppﬁd it
in s WY realistic WY, wq,*l!l'mupd'll it “'LI'.-I]l:tl.'-"ﬁ."l-'ﬁ'l'.!l'
interesting o deal with these issues, but through
thas ;lp'pn,ull;"l'l that was 1,%:!111111;1]].' naturaliste,
What if ome day somehody knocks at your door and
s o lowed ome that Vi lasr?

Fi&: At the begimning of the film, there is a

massive come back of dead people, In the first appm

A
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“How are we going to make it believable?
You cannot be shy. You have to be'provocative
and propose things that will be challenging”

episode of the TV show, there are only a handful.
Tt was necessary for me have fewer dead people,
because it allows us to feel closer to the emotional
consequences of their strange comeback. A radical
change was also that dead people don't know they
m:had,mﬂﬂutﬂulivﬁ‘glmemte“ﬂmx

‘.
plpviai .H'Ies]nea.ll\r'l[l'g,lﬂ-:ebh'm
: , the characters are migre
DEY, A SETies gives vou time
hiowr their evolution
i o see Meadow
s g 5 L wewi]l
§ q.rwIﬂ:Lﬂm
mn‘tmmdnwﬁhthnhd
nerican show but was not an Amenican

They do it so meredibly well, nobody needs

LR

to add amything to that, We T.EE“'_T wanted o try i
write another chapter of zombie stories with more
of a Buropean feeling.

Is there a lot of fantasy and horror on French
television?

CB: Absolutely not. That was really something
extremely risky from the breadeaster's point of
view and from our peint of view: We didn’t have

'.i'h\r references except from a long time ago - 1
h.._wg,lld aay 40 or 50 years ago — where some French

witers and directors explored the genre with

a very special touch, but that was it. So it was
imteresting also, to say, UK, lets oy to doit.." and
the suspension of disbelief, which is the basis of the
sueces of such a shoag i3 our target, Fow ane we
goings to make it believable? But vou cannot be shy,
Wi honve to be provoeative and propose things i
people that will be challenging.




FG: In France, there are very pood TV shoars (like
Engrenages, Spinaly but not a lot of fantasy TV
showrs T8 may be a cultural probilems there are mot
a bot of Eantastic films either, S0 it wras a real gamble
fisr wes., Bt the truth i3 1 weas very comfortable I
would be mch more difficubt for e to imagine
anew police dramal

Ware yomn surprised by the shows immediate
EUCOESS?

FGz 1wz viery surprised by amd very happy about
the suceess This was completely unespected. Bue
then Les Revertarts is not exacthy a “hormor series™
Tt is more about love then shout zombies..,

CB: Tt the highest rated show on Canal+, Every
might it was showing, the same number of people
were watching And on the internet the response
has been extremely strong too.

How lowr did it take vou to develop the show, from
the initial concept to prodoction?
FG: Caroline and Jimmy Desmarais had the idea
five or six years apo but they oenly contacted e
im Jume 2000, just after dhey sanar iy muovie Simhon
Werner a DHsperre
CB: The development itself was very Tong, Wi
eouldn’t find the right person to write it Sowe
just wrote iF and rewrobe it and rewrote it Amd
every e we were reading, we were thinking,
“Flrnrm, it well weeitten, but (0% not what we want
0 alen”™ Bart wie dida’t kenoaw sehat we weamtesd to dio,
we just knew what we didn’ want to do! A few
vears agro, more or less, Twas at the Cannes flm
Festival and saw Stron Werner a Dispara and
thought, "ny pod!”

Suddenby Thad in frone of nme this very
talented young director who was also a writer.
Lo whien we found Fabrice it took us owo and
a half years oo develop,

What was the maost challenging scene to film?

CB: It was the first encounter betarcen the living
and the dead, which is between a mother and her

54| THE A-Z OF ZOMBIES

“The success was completely unexpected. But
then Les Revenants is not exactly a ‘horror
series’ - it is more about love than zombies...”

daghter. When Fabrice carme up with the scene
amd wee read 1 we thowgcht, *Oh ooy god, this is ™
Tout then afterwands wie had mo ddea if it waz gomg
o worle, Wi were on gt that might because we
were worried the scene was not goimg to waork,
but we knew right sy while watching it that he
had captured something quite exceptional and
that this seene was a very pood sign of what was
poinge to folloe,

Tt's a fabulows scene. It's a really conglicting mass
of erationa..

CB: Abschitely. Very conflicting T chink for
anybody in such a situation icwould be conflicting.
There is even somie humour it it, because this
situation is ahaurd, and the absurdity has tobe
taken into account. | think Fabrice's talent was also

FG: Wz shot the moin scenes in the neighbourhood
of Annecy, The locals were very kind but very
curkras and a litele bit afradd abowt the story we
were telling..

Ttreminds me a little of Twin Peaks in that
respect. Was that an inffuence an the show?

CB: well, when vou take a small remote place
mear a lake surrounded by mountains you are

T mean for Fabrice of course he knew the series
mnd respected it But interestngly encugh there's
mnother series by Jane Carmpion, Top OF The Lake,
which is also uetln uﬂh.n nﬂnnlakemmnded

ot o take himself 100 serioushy when dealing with — Mogw

something so emotionally riveting,

anm:ﬂi:gmlt;rﬁuﬁ:ml-ﬂ-tﬂi -
was not @oing Lo IMpase on Us 3 certain |
that it was flexible and we eould use it e
we wanted,

m‘ldl!m‘#!ﬂfﬂ'ﬂm,jl!ﬂll]m
sensation that nabure is just prowing aroeu
you and getting closer and closer in avery
claustrophobic way |
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A BRIEF HISTORY
OF FRENCH
FANTASY FILMS

Lake aren’ -.|'.|i.:' the only
SF, fantasy or horror to

come out of France...
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Andy Kelly shows us the best ways to battle
the undead without getting red on you

ideogamie developers kove zombies.
They dom't henae o program any
complex artificial intellipence, but
they're abill endlessly fumn to slaughoer
amed towe wath, Chver the vears there
b ey 21 Dot ol dafferent twises
o thee getre, and below we present,
for ovur macmey, the best, While yvou
e be seamed by o b oor book, nothing beats
the immmerson of a good zombie vdeogme The
threat feels more renl - as does doammmmgg o ey
pizce of wood over their heads or bloaing them
away with a shotgun.

The Walking Dead (2012 F_I:.i[lﬁ. wag0, Ps3
Best for... Emotion

Based on Robert Kirkman's original comic, The
Walling Dead is an episodic advenbure game that
fislbonars & group of survivers as they strugele to
survive in post-outbreak Georgia. Tomight be
light on challenging gameplay, but ics also one
af the best-arritten, moat enotionally affecting
videogames ever made.

Diecigigns vou make ceho thiowgh the five
:_'p'ir;l_ulu:_'r:. |_"|'|:|11_|.e;'i11_|.a; thi courrse I'_I-'r!'ill'_lr_l.'jll'ld Hi |I!|:_'ri11_|.r|
Vi 1'|."|:'|I i1_1|1:1|'|ip with I|'||:_' |_'1'|:| Facers, You TR

ke oo choes Gl
Ly ] ol e
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so attached to the east - especially Clementine,
avoung gl wieo the main charscter, Lee, has oo
protect — that a few chobces are genuinely difficult
o miakee, and vou aften only et a few seconds 1o
maakie them, You get so drmam into the story thal
when a chameter dies becuse of something vou
dad, v plays om your conscienee.

At the end of ench episode vour decissms
are compared to others who plaved the gome, Tes
alwesvs amsimg — and shigdaly swormyrgg - o see
that vou're gie of only o small percentage of people
who did something terrible, The developers even
used thiz data to develop the story in later episodes.
By focusing on hurnan drama instead of dhe
zornbies, it's a refreshing eake on the genre.

Residest Evil (1886) L. P5me, 03

Best for... Scares

The eriginal survival horror, Resident Evil was
created by Japanese game designer Shingi hikcani
and became an incredibly successful franchize. The
geries has sinee changed beyond all recognition,
focusing more on big, dumb Michae] Bay-sorle
action, bt the original 15 sl one of dhe bear
|_'-'-cnn1p||.'u 1_1r- l.l."|'||."|1 I |'||_'- ST WS all :1'|_1|_||_|1 11_-11~;ir_;11.
cliest rv|_1p-|'||_1|_1i.'|. il 2hi n1'|_1|'in;|.e; Framles,

Ome of the most famows moments in dee
garne is when you're walking through an ecrily
silent corridor, only for an infected dog oo barst
through a glass windosz It's ome of the first dnes
wee eam remember o vdeogme ever making
ws jurmp, evien though 10 a bit ol 3 cheap scome,
Wgstly, though, e horror is more low-key, Setin
i isnlated memaaon in the middle of 2 fomes, the
enviroTment 15 just o nerveracking as the undesd
whao wamider 13 namroae cormidons, You e always
wary of what hes around the nest comer, and
ammie and health are in limited supply:

It's alzo famiows for its hilariously bad
soap-opers scting and seript, but that only adds to
its charm. “You were almost a Jill sandwrich!™ one
character exclaims as he rescues hero Jill Valentine
just a5 she's about to be crushed by a lowering
ceiling. There are beter, and scarier, horror gamies
ot there, but Resident Evil's legacy makes it worth
revisiting That dog stll makes ws jurnp.

Batchpu These's
ik i yme
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The Last O ls (20K 753 - s

Best for... Armosphere LT
o nature there's a stranger-than-fiction fungues
called Cordyoeps that groses in the bodies of
insects, then contrals thelr masds o make them
mioe 1o higher ground amd spresd 1 spormes,

T Fast OF Ll imayines that this bizarre parasie

15 faw sormehoaw able to imfect lumans, and the
cuthreak has rechaced the United Seates 1o 2 post-
apocalypie wistelamd, Cities either e abandoned
o are sesled off amad comerolled by o biutal
militaristic government., Groups of bandics stalk the
wildemmess for survivors to rob, and the infected
hark in every shadowy comer,

It's agrim setting, but the game's stunning
visuals and art direction make it as richly detiled
and amsospheric as any Hollvwood film - and it
hiad a similar budget. ¥ou play as Joel, 2 world-
weary black marketeer who's mamaged to survive
for cwenty years in military-controlled Boston, He's
charged with leading Ellie, a smart, witty voung girl
baxen after the outhreak, across the ruing of America
£ a Fyaterious group called the Fireflies. The
relationahip betareen the two is what makes the
g 0 special, The writing, charactersation, amd
actings are uncormmonly good, smd the emaotional
Joarreey Che o on s just a5 compelling oz their
damger-filked road mp,

Diead Rising 2 (2000 PC. X360, P53
Best for... Weapons

The best way to explaim the magic of Capeom’s
Dered Rz 2 i to list sommie of the weapons vou can
create by sticking objects together with duct tape,
The Paddlesaw is a canoe paddle with chainsaars
taped toeach end. The Heliblade is a remote
contril helicopoer with machetes taped to the
blades. The Blitzkrieg is a wheelchair with oo
machine-guns taped to the arm reses,

Clearly, this isn't about emotive storytelling
it’s about killing thousands of zombies in as
ridiculows a manmer as possible. Setin a Las
Vegns-atyle garmbling resoet, there are an inceedible
nuimbser of objects to combine and play with.

Yo cam eleetrocnte 2ombies by '|_'l|.-'|-.'i1'|_|.¢ rffson a
|}.-'|I ] rip;].;-l_'-,l ;:_l.l.il!.-'lr: r_u'|_'\-1|n|;'|'| I!]'u_'-m (K] |_||:_':|I|'| with
|:1'|i1.'|:'\.' 1.'|'p-|_'|.|. Tan p.'lir c_:-l-l:-u:-: i1'|_|.e; g]uw_':‘ TS wery al |}':
|::-1|I |:|rr_|b.-1|_1|],' 1'|'||_'~ sl |'|_|1'| HAMe 0n our last,

Hero Chuck Greene has th I'l.'_'l_'"l;liI],"\q' Ly
HLLH'i'-'l_' |.|.11Ii| TS :1n'i'.-'-|_':... :'|n|_| '|'|:|:11|:_:- Vi Eure ol
o the zombie-infested Fortine l:_'.i1],' Every few
|'||_||_|1'r; (F43 ﬁml i cure I-n:_:-T his r:_'|;11_'|;| d:m};hh:_'t Yo
have to keep your eve on vour wateh as you play
tor make sure vou don’t miss o dose, which is easier
said than done when there are so many distractions
around you as well a5 other SUrvivoTs Lo Tescie,

Byl (2021 PC
Best for... Betrayal

You know where vou stand with a zombie. Tt wants
£ kil vou, then eat vouw But humans are a different
kind of monster. DayZ, an online muldplayer
shooter, dumps you in Eastern Europe with
hundreds of zombies and dozens of other plavers,
You're fighting over resources to sty alive - fond,
WESIPOTIS, WaIleT — which results in sorme bellame
p|:'|'.'|:_'r-|;'n:_':'|11,'|;| A, That _|.;11'.'1,1|-r-|_'-1-in;'_ Vi a
SparE can of bems? He'll p1'u-|;::.-1|_1|l,' shoot Wl m the
bk larer I!i;-h |;|'i||_' r_LI-;'_un'\.' ma |;'||:_':|rin:|.a|? & Faddden
Hl'li'[ll,'ri.'\i 151 1 it 215 hade. Faal |;||:_-1_||:|'||; AFE THCE T,
aned v sometimes fingd |;||.'|],'|_'-1'r~. whin il,L-.1 Wk B
wiork I|_|_|.;-|,'1'|'||;r. Thi= et I!]'|in|.'; albt El:.ll}'.i-'f' i:‘_ VI
reever berose undil 10 o0 lane -]

R S e
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M i e 3 belrver el
CEaec e Newer i i1s kol R

Gl 01 Dty Zombies (2008) P, (557, P53
Best for... Comedy

Origimally an extra bundled with Call Of Dugy:

Woarld Af War, Zombies has become a big part of the

millioes-aelling FPS series. It aees you and three
friends working togecther to repel increasingly
ponarerful hordes of ombics. Tn e Call OF e
Mhsrd @ '-|:|:|.-'|n.-.||_|n.._ Earah Machelk: Gellar, Rober
'[-'.n|.';|1|n|;|. Danny -rl'l_"'il'_l-\, amil Whichael Rooker star

ns I|'||;_' |1_':'||_| |;'|'|:1m|;'|1_'111. with o [ b iy TE ] l:-],' I:ju-ur;'_l:
Rormero 2% 3 2ombae Tn ."“Junl.'{.l'fr.'.: :1.~.'|:||_'~fi:|| map el
i thie Pentapon i the 60 sees John I-"T{l_'-nm_';ll.':_
Robert WeMarmara, Richasd Ni:-mn: anl Fagdel
Cnstio 1|:_':'|mi1'|_|.r| up o s I!|'|n|_' |.|.n|,|.-|_':'|d |'|n|_1n;||_*:..

Plants vs. Jombies (200%) PC 08, X360, P53

Best for... strategy

This madly addictive strategy game from Bejfeweled
creators PopCap sees vou defending a garden from
vwaves of zombies using an army of weaponised
plants. Peashooters lob projectiles, Wall-nuts
block their path, Chompers eat them, and Hypno-

E‘-nul;lltrl 1
4 Pentoak ara lime
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[, ooz =51 going I caLse
7V 1 R

“Later, a villager comes at you with a chainsaw,
and if he catches you, you'll see Leon’s head
being severed in gory, close-up detail”

shirooms mwirn them against each other. The
colourfiil viswals amd secessibiliny ease you in,

|_1|_|1 11'u:n i Hels '\.'|_|r|:|1'|'.~.'in;|.e|'|'.'-q_1|_'-|_'p .r|n|;| I.'u;'lin:_':ﬂ. T
haz a Ereal Sendg ol hurmourr Bos, I:_'.ll'l_'l:'inp_"l'ﬂ_'lp"
on I!]'ll: T menu I:|'|-:|;_"\.' il o '\.'|_11'|_'||_1|1_'|,|. moles,
|_"||_'-.-'|r|].' '.'.'riHn:_'n b],' il :.':|_|n1|::-'i|_*-:_!'|'|:|1 1'|.','.'I|,L'~i. ""L’n."]'ll_*-n I|'||::
:-':1_1m|_1i1_':1 '\.'|'||:_:-1.'.' L, j|1t:I it 1|'||:n:: :|1'||_| |.|.|;_:- mol h in;u.._

Red Deaed Redemption: Umdead Nightmare {2000) §350, P53
Best for... Cowboys

When vou install this downboadable add-on,

Red Dead’s beautiful Wild West open world i=
transtormed into the set of a zombie B-movie.

Az well as hunting undead versions of the game's
wildlife, you'll find myythical creatures in the
wilderness including Bigfoot and the fabled
chupacabra. Bandits and lynch moebs are replaced

W TRERRRAAE

0.010.100

b che unidesd, and zombic-spewing graveyards
litter the map 109 the perfect antidote to the
m|1|_'|'| il .q:_'ri1_1|1.=: ARFIhL ] _|.a;:||11|:_'..'|1'||_| I!|'||_'- .-.1|:_:-1'_|,'| inl_'
15 |'|'i|.'|ri1_1|1:1|l.' 1:_:-11_|.a;11|:-in- |_'1'||:-|:|:. I:_Tl_l'.'.‘l:-l_v.'n .-'|nn;|
}:I_Il11l:-'il.'_'.~i .~a|:_:-|1|1|:| |'i|-c|: .r|n1|n'|i|:|:_'|'.'1'ni1-::_'|_1|1l 'Hn:_:n:_'l:'\.'l ar

rrun,l.-l_' | '.'.'u:_:-rlc.

The Homse O The Dead: Overkill (2008 @, 08, P53
Best for.. Swearing

The House Of The Dead was o classic Sega arcade
gamie thatwas mexplicably tumed into a low-rent
horror film by director Uhae Boll, Much better,
howrever, is Owerkill, a comedy reboot of the series
released for the WL Tt's notable for being mentally
foul-mouthed, which is a surprize considering
Mintendo's family friendly image. The game is
inspired by grindhouse cinema, and it never takes
itself seriously, Tt hard to with lines like “T'm
gonna rip your motherfuckin' balls oft” Tn trse
arcade Fashion, it's an on-rails shooter thar wses
the Wil Remote in place of a lighe gun,

Left & Dead 2 (2008) P Mao

Best for... Multiplayer

r.:-:ﬁ 4 Peerd 15 01 |:_'|_u_||;||:_'r.'|1'i1.~|,' :-:r_m1l:-'i|;-.-l:|],'|_~r l:-],' If:.-f,l_-
r.r:_ﬁ' erentors Walve, Te sees Tour survmvors bal I!|i1'|_|.e;
their wary throagh s ogthreal, and s desgned
with m|1|li'p|.-'|'.'v|,'rin mind, The secomd g
introchuced melee weapons including chainsoars,

e s rn Lk



i kg hing . 1) onl Sy T dosr,
frjt'ing.. |:-.1|| rJ'n.1t 1'r|.1l
whack a zombie with ic. The genius of Lefi 4 Deed
i5 that mo Do games are ever the same An -\I
“director” works in the b
enemies angd weapon placement
voume domg too well, 101 panish vou, bratalby,

Tombill (2EiE Wil _
Best for... Survival

Set i London, ZemBL s a gome that's all aboue
i el Ttk
bure ot |nrn the capital and
.1th-..r I:up]:-l o to distress ealls, and try
and find am ute. Tf _w.'-u di:.'-. Ih-m,l.-ﬂ'n. it

CMATACTE
st o died o prab Ih- ir
cithie ol lose a lot of preci
The ch¥ They'll have trned and become a
zombie, forcing you to kill them. Te's always as
ol hiave to shoot a charaeter you
had manasged w keep alive for hours

The Typing OF The Dead (1988) PL, Dreamcast

Best for... Typing

BRased on the orgima] Flamese OF The Dead areade
VL ST 3
renlly Wiords Mash wp on the sereen,

h letter fimes o ballen TFvow type

it making any mist
= Te gomnmels ladie ,
bt it's ac I'|.1.1I]r I- f fun. Theres sommcthing
hilarios about I'r'|nr|n..'l1|"t'.'r-1n1..""r- rilitude™
tos kil a 2o i fimizh the game, oyping
by will rewsard you
ever wanted o

Resident Evil 4 (2005) GameCube. T, G50, Fid

Best for... Tension

-!Lt'n.'-l' im' £ '|--'r_1'u:-iur'.-'i {

this acHo % NoAv h 3. amwd the enemses
Lok, oz Wt eerr AT

could waork I|_|.L:-|_-I!'|'||_'-1' i packs amil even sprinl pood e, s i the o™

alfter viog, Eardy in o |'||: am

] W ||:|i'.-_|:r.-;
i s,

Later, avillager wnith [
vou with a chainsmay, and if

Hon-pag lu.i than the |.-r|=-'|||.1|~-.1nu.~ l:-u:
edibly tense.

StarGeatt I Wings B Liberty 20000
EES”UI’... THI]HES

‘|1'r_u11 .'||| -.|-'i||
mfzmtry, tu
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THEUNUSUAL SUSPEGTS

Five very different types of videogame zombie

— 770"

— 6'0” Y ————

— 5!6!!

— 5! oll

—— 4! E.ll

— '] 3

Bamado (Residen Eull 4
Spanish far “liveslock” These guys

can nm fzsl, work in goups, and whn
yauzhool their head aff, the gruesame,

Humtes [Leff 4 Dead)
Lurks around corners, hiding in the

shadows, and pounces on you. You're
It helplass il 2 friend comes and

ghoots i off yau If they don'l, of courss, lentacled parssile contraling them
{he2n you're dane for, hursls out of their neck.
Damger; 5/5 Damger: 4/5
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I miost zombie fiction, the undead come in oeo
distinet flavours: ones that run, and ones that don'e
Bat in wideogames, developers heve gameplay to
conakler, not just the plotor viswals, so they have
o comie up with somsething a bic more unique for
each type of undesd cresture they create,

T scdden of what excocehy coumnts p<a
sombiae, A keast by the clesbe Bomero definition,

Clicher (M Last 07 Us)

This i= what happans afler long

exposure 10 (he mind-condraling i
fungue. Clickers are blind, bt maka

a soumd and they W find you, grabyau,

and bifg your head off.

Danger: 3/

. Sl ik

is regularly stretched invideogames. The infected
creatures in Resident Evil have mutated from
brain-dead cannon fodder o intelligent foes

that can work together wo hunt you dewm. In

the: Lefi 4 Deerd series, the zombaes are designed
with eooperatve play in mmd, hke the ideous
Smoker who incapacitaies plovers with s wendrls,
separating them from their tearmn,

Armoured | Zominil)

These umlornale sauls ded as they
were Irying 1o profec! London from
e mmbia invasion, Their head &
nralecizd, soyou have o smash heir
helmed off belore you can kil them.
Damger: 5/5

615 FOR GAMES

Here we present five undead creatures from
five different games, each of which present their
o distinct challenge o the player. We could
debate endlesaly about whether they all acnalby
count a5 sombies, or i they e beoome so nemoved
from the omgins of the term thae they"re noe
different breed of monster alvogether, e they all
hvee o thimgg in common: they're terr fving,

L]
%
%
Y

&

Licker (Resident Evil 2

A more dreme mulation of Residen!
il T4yirus. These liends can climb
walks and scullle across ceilings,
whipping you with their monshmus,
lizard-ike longue

Danger: 4/5
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Stephen Kelly argues that zombie stories are no
longer aiming for the head, but trying to get inside it

he idea of a potting, re-animated
corrpse that Tensis upaon the esh of
thi soresmaig oy seems like abit of
a jokie, but zombae mvpthology — at s
best, vy — has abasns been so
much more than that, Todeed, ever
gk ther earliest known mention m
Wesopotamins 2000 vear-old poem,
The Epic Of Gilgamesh, the living dead
have funetioned as a mirror to the grim realities of
desperation and fear,

George Romners, for imstance, re-wrote the
visodoo zombie of old &5 an apecalyptic amy in
1968 with Night OF The Living Dead; playing on
Amierican fears of invading foroes. His sequel,
Drriwen O The Dead, took aim at the brain-dead
nature of consummer culture; something Charlie
Brooker's Dead Ser did simnilarly with realicy TV
veara lacer, taking on a genre that devoured our
Brains in a slighthy more figueative way The most
emduring and effective zombie stories, includ ing
28 .':':.'_:.-?. Terfir, The ['I'm'.'ﬁr'n.l_i' Mheercd s Way Brookss
movel, TWorld TWar 7 are stores that ke o 2ark look
al whal h;lppu_‘-n'\.' (k] |'||1n1:'||1 e 1.'.'|'||:_'n .-.|:_:-|:_'i|;_'!'_|.'
stars Lo |;'|-||n1|_1|n|_' nnn;l wie comcentrale .~a;}||.'|],' 4]
'p:|11i|:_'k|_~|;| survval. Here, the real hosror wasin't
1|'||.' Tonshers, |_1|_|1 1|'|r_m." '.'."|'|u 'I'ml.j.e;]'ll I|'|n|_'|11 |:_:-|1|_l,' o
beewre o themse s

Yebwith zombie fiction trending so
heavily, you could be forgiven for thinking that
this fascination with the undead, rouch like the
varnpire obsession before it, may be in danger of
being done to, well, death. This especially seemed
to be the case with the recent cinerna release
of the aforementioned World War Z, where the
most interesting part of the story was the hellish
problems the film went through to get made in the
first place. When it eventually did, after several
re-writes and many extra cheques beimg written,
the end result was a creative butchery of Brooks’s
original keas, with his humanised zornhies
beeing il led off omee agning, and reborn as oweo-
dimmenstional CGT fodder for Brad Pt toorn HALEH |
fromme S0, where else 15 there to T

DELVING DEEPER

The smswver, perhaps, les inono lomger simangg lor
the hend, bt getting massde it Earlier this year,
Jorathan Levmes rom==omi-com Warmm Rodies
explored just thar; this was g Glm that led the way
im tellimgg s that zombies are people oo, tling

42| THE A=Z OF ZOMBIES

acreative step forarards where Workd War 2
eventunlly ool o gant leap bhaels,

Adaptied from Tsaae Maron's novel, Warm
Fathis told the story of B (Nicdhaolas Fouh), 2
siviang: mian who waas a kit more self-mesre than
sivar ypieal corpse From i openms soieeover,
wg foumd that B was capable of thowgght, guil
amd a vearmimgg 1o be humam, Tt was anointeresting
take, For years, these stomies have blurred the
line: between zombie and humean for satincal
effect - Romero's aforementoned sequel, Daws
Of The Dead, swiped at the brain-dead nature of
consumerizm by having his creations retum to
a miall through “instinet” - but the humamnised
zornbie was rarely a relatable one.

“Tvalue the genire’s ability to reflect us”
says Levine, who both directed and wrote the
sereenplay of Warm Bodies. “And by poing inside

“T feel bad for the zombies

H's head, it allowred us to emipathise with him and
aele ourselvies ek does it mean oo be alive® Alan,
b humsmnsing: him, it allows us i explore other
themies such as todermce samd aceeptance — both
relevamt when talking about seuff hke immigration
aed Tunledimgg aowall” like the e the humans boald
Al thee e of the miovie, Thats mof mtentiomal, bt
that's whnts so great ol zombie modes: you cn
put souff like that in there and people will take so
many different things from it”

HOOKED ON A FEELING

Whilst containing some subthe sative (the image of
a zomibie reading a magazine with Kim Kardashian
o the cover, for examiple], Levine didn't want
Warm Eodies to be seen as social commentary, bur
rather a Romeo And Juliet love story “through the
lenis of John Hughes"

these humans are

killing them in such a macho, gleeful way and
I’m just thinking ‘that’s someone’s son...”




“What I tried to dowas hark back o the
maovies T liked as a voung adult; Zemeckis movies
like Back T The Fofure amd Rob Reiner's The
Princess Bride” Levine explains “I0was important
o @ive this meovie 2 unigque tone, amd an imeverence
ancl s of humour about iteell, Tes kingd of
sl f=mware but sull talees s choracters and the
stakes serioushy™ By doimgs s, bee wsed smoaaddoasrd
sombae Glling i love with Teresa Palmer's Julie,

a humam, to explore teenmge feelimes of difference,
alienation, mmd heartbreak, A B sod af one
particularly b pointy “i0% easier nod 00 feel — then
T woukdn't havee to feel like this”

For Warm Bodies, these themes were
phossed with an endeaning sense of senamentalicy
- a sort of conscious, armis-length approach where
tomgue is firmly in cheek and love conguers all. Tn
Britain, though, about a month later, came BBC s
In The Flesh, ereated by Dominic Mitchell. Here,
there was no happily ever after for the humanised
zombie - only the cold, hard reality of a difficult
present. Tn fact, if Warm Bodies was John Hughes,
then I'n The Flesh was, by Mitchell's gsm admission,
mure like Ken Laach,

=D wranted to focus on realing” Michell
rermarks, e was knd of ik sei-6,%nchen-snk,
San it 56l had the seene of the fmily round the
table, but they'd be talkmg about hoving to ke this
medication becawse thear son s one of the hvng
dead, but then they're sell juse sitimg i the kivchen
drinkimg cups of Earl Grew”™

Set im the Aetional wlage of Roarton in the
aftermath of o zombic apocalypse, Tn The Flesh
ferlbonared the story of medically reformed “rotter”
(the chosen derogatory shur), Kieren Walker, and
his reintegration into both the local communicy
and a farmily thar originally lost him o suicide.
Unlike Levine, who used the zombie's humanizsing
a5 rnore of a means to anend, Mitchell's intentions
of analogy are clear,

“When watching maovies, T kind of stare
feeling bad for the zombies" he says, “Because
thiese living huimans are killing them in swch a
miachio, gleeful way and P just ke o koo,
these zombies are aomenmne's Son, sSomeone's
\l.ill.l.j.!::l'lll.,"'l'. sommeone’s mother and father ) Tasnted
By FCI'I_II.I.TII_:I it v that ]-:'inr.l 1_'|F nl_-*.':]'ixm —mn what
1.'|'|_||.|.II_1 I'Iil'rl'l:ll.."ﬂ iFiI ?:I'_H'I'Ib'il.'.' JIFﬂ_‘H_’ﬂ‘I}'Fﬁ{' I'I:Ip'rll..“'l'll.."l;_l
in England for real”

‘mumighi ke koo ks el
Torerie henm, Bl o e g
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WHY 50 SERIDUS?

By chogsing such a deliberate appeoach in
empathising with the undead, Mitchell ook the
genre's potential for eritique further than ic had
evier gone helfore — while acmoss the pond, the
prodhuction of World Wer 2 was in the prooess of
grmchually strippimgg s narmtive Layers clesn off,
angd blonwangg its badget e boot, On his much more
mxdiest production, Mitchell didn’t need money
to make the zombies more real, as his story went
deep behind the physical make-up Tnstead, Tn The
Flesh peered imto the zombie's fears rather than
wurs; those of prejudice, redemption smd, as Wearm
Rodies” B touched upon sbove, whether the pain of
being alive is really all dhat ic's eracked up to be.

“They did eat brains and maybe they ate
wur neighbours' brains or someone in our family's
brains, but they're better now because they take
medication to control it. How do you come tio
terms with that* he asks. “T thought about our
attitudes towards mental illness and those who've
committed crimes.. Theres an uneasy parallel
and, for some, there's no grey area. As those who've
fought zombics said in fn The Flesle ‘dregs or no
dirages, aorotier 1% o rodlern™

This ides of the undend reappearing wiath
blood runmimg back m their veins s now being
explored even frther wath Chammel 4's French
imiport The Returned, OF the same ilk oz Tn The
Flesh, the dromn seres agein tkes place inthe
isolated envromment of o modest wllagge, Locls
who had retumed to the town from the dead begin
deteriorating before everyone's oyes, as the series
acts almost o2 a sequel o In The Flegh, exploring
the outcome if Mitchell’s zombies had stopped
taking their medication.

Created by Fabrice Gobert and Caroline
Benjo, the pair agree with Mitchell's vision of the
zommbie rope being explored through “magical
realisrn” rather than faneasy, and cite that perhaps
a Buropean approach o the genre is one of the
main readons both fon The Fladh and The Returmed
have had mose of an epportunicy to expand on dhe

'|||1':

:"

Far i o a sy iy, bzl i

Amserin ersditions, Tn a recent interaew;, Benjo
confronted how fr The Flesh complements The
Returnsds themes of mortality sind mormliry,

WThat Dionmemee Rieehell does with hiz
zommbies in In The Flesh is quite comparable”
Benjo savs, “He owists the genre, and makes itvery
British with a strong artistic and personal anghe
Mothing is American in his show, and nothing is
in ours either, even though evervbody knoas that
zornbies are quintessentially Morth American,
The Returned, like In The Flesh, is entirely an
aubeur's vision.”

CONTINENTAL THINKING

With European influences breathing a different
kind of life inte Romero’s nvthologies, itis now to
be seen if the country that bore dhe original zombie

“In The Flesh twists the genre, and makes it
very British with a strong artistic and personal

angle

i1 pbying dursk.
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It’s entirely an auteur’s vision”

coneepts wall come round to o more empathic
perspective on our Blood-stream fends instead,
Bt amwiclst Hollywoods preocccupation with
profit and cheap seares, 10 S nok sumprsimg o see
why Woarld War 2 a8 o mode ended up beingg so,.,
decapitated, Fowever — much like hoaw Let The
m;gfrr Cirie In revohatiomased the depth of the
vamipire kegend through the innocence of 3 child’s
perception - this new, vounger iteration of o 3,000
vear tradition could lead American writers to
delve deeper ton,

THINGS T0 COME

Onee filrn that might fie chis profile is Maegrie, an
upcoring US drama that centres around a 1&-year-
oldd girl who gradually finds herself trransforming
inte a “zombie”, but attempts to live her human
lifie all the aarme. Whether or not it will be painted
through coming-of-aee humowr ke Warn Bodies,
of sddodescent anguish like In TTe Fled remains oo
l:-u:_' EEd )] —]_1|_|1 |:i1 |'||:_'r Ll 1 it |:_'|_||_|'||,|. aAppeear thai I|'|n|_'
wimmbae #enTe = 11'.~.'i1'|_|.e; fromn the :|:]'||_*.-..._ .-'||.';:|'in. Leviimie
TISE= 0T I|'||:_' r-|.|.1|1r|_'- that ks Glm may i|.|.~.'l |'|:'rl.'|:
l:-u:_'_|.e;1_|n by e o1 il h rur.

“Ppa s Somseome com Be 1 im e
n;linxl!l'un FEiCE] .'m-eﬂ oml inl.u_' B rrull:l: i 1|ni|_||.u;:.
l:-1|| T thamli that Fl_lr |_1-|_'-II|_'-1'|:_:-1"|.-.'1_1r.~u_' W may |'|:'rl.'|:
broken the mowld” he says, “Every zombie movie
15 told from the perspective of the person fighting
the zombie, very few of them are about the cure,
And for years this alien metaphor at the core of it
was that the creatures had joined a mindless group.
It weas the group versus the individual, and the
great thing that Romero did was that he took that
central metaphor and continued to push it in new
directions, and T hope someone sees what we did
and takes that inte a new direction as well. That's
the great thing about zombie movics. They are a
means o an end - they're alowt what it means o
b alive o

Tt introspective themes such ns these, as
bth T.l;'.-'im_': Whitchell and others are l:-|,'|.';|'nnin:|.e|
o aggree, that show just how clever, comples and
wseful o storytelling deviee the walling desad con
b, Tlonas, gvem inon time of zombie saturation,
we g eresie nesw spin -0 and sub-penres and
allewer therm to teach us thinggs about ourselves
that perhaps we just du-n_"t want to know, After

all: they're only hurman, &

Jean-Chyude Lother

Images



FRIENDLY FENDS

Our favourite on-screen zombies that aren’t afraid of the human touch

Bub (Sherman Howard)

Frism .':'.-.'_p rJ_r".l'.';.r- e

R {Nicholas Hoult)

From Warm Bodies
(2013}

John Ellman (Boris Karloff)

Froan The Wallaryr Deasd
[ 1940

Bub is surely the Poor John Ellmun, Conflicted

best loved “nice™ Framed for the flesh-eater B (he's
zombieof cinema. mrder of 3 judge, forgotten his real
Sympathetically he is wromgly name, but hes
pliyed by executed. Happily pretty sure it
Sherman Howard, amechanical heart begins with that
i memrm ful and “supernatural better) st be the
expression hides perwer” bring hin handsomest

some unknowahle back with a divine zombic over. Tn
bond with purpose: bring the Jonathan Levine's
D Logan, Ts it guikty to fustice. adaptation of Isaoac
affection? A childs Ellman was Taron's brilliant
bove fior his originally written newel, B is still,
kind-of-father? a5 @ momater, but essentially, a
Even friendship? Harloff supgested nermal teenager,

that e should be a more noble, sympathetic
character, And indeed he doesn't actually harm
his enemties: upan seeking them out they each

die maturally by their oot hand, or from a heart
artack — wictims of their own guile

We never really find out. But what we do know
i that when Logan is killed, Bub is smart
enough to shoot cruel Captain Rhodes, and then
mock salute him as his less refined zombie
brethren munch on his guts.

|_11'||:,r !1'.|'|_'r|:u._-|;]. in 11'u._= rl;lt!'in;.:'l:ujﬂ'_f urz ~:'|'|.1'r|1'|:||'in;.:
zombie, He loves, he hopes and - at one point
- he even dreams. But his undead manure and
lwst for haman fesh means thar he can never be
with his beloved Julie., Or con he?

Kieren (Luke Newberry)

Firom e The Flesh
{2013)

Camille (Yara Pilartz)

Froamn The Returmed
[ 202}

Ed (Mick Frost)
Froam Shauen |".f."'|".|:-|' Dead
{20 )

15-year-old Shaun's best bud “Ren™ has it tough,

F..‘E]'!_I’!Ii]lf.’."i‘i thie first Ed []:Ilﬂ_"r'ﬂd h}_. Hearthroken ot
indication m;{ﬂt Simon Pegg's real thee d?ulh of his
tht H-Dt:l:'l.l:‘th.il'lg'lﬂ"- life best bud Nil_li::l htl!."ﬁ'ﬂ}l_ld Rick
wronginthe is a bit of a slacker -f'-i'ghanl.'zt:.‘m,
alpine commuenity for most of the Blm he_::-:mmmu_-d
;:'T.&:E:TT:;: — at gne point E:-u‘ﬁdﬁ Then ;;E

nir o ir ey checke =g happened,
her death ina hi:r];.iuuﬁct;:hi;; m}dbuthim and
ks crash, she Shaun fights off a Rick were brought
i ok Sy bk ki

1 u wold that chamge L o
apparently when he bcmmrx e deal with
unscathed, Youw undead? Olcay: 50 anti-zombie X
coubd argue that he's ankv in his amitudes in his

Carmilie and the other “retumed” aren't quite - home town, Roarton, Luke Newberry brings 2

zormibse fi for thie verv last seeme bat in that o
womibies — certainly not in I:thurm:m:mnm 1.|-I-J|: ﬁmﬂhgun ]:B;ﬁﬁt himﬂf:n;::llj'::j dﬁcntgell:lt}_'m Eh: character, l'ﬂ-ﬂ alsu-ns_tee}_'.'

bt they are back from the dead. And Yara domesticated - and even able to play video he rination, In the series most pivatal scene,
Pilartz portrays the character's mixture of games, He certainly doesn't seem drastically talks down a group of soldiers from killing
confusion and growing horror beautifully different from when he waz sall alive a zombie parent and child.

Images: & jes

Johnny mnﬂle (Andrew Lowery) Fﬁﬂﬂ {_B"l'ﬂ' Connolly) Sasha (Alexandra Roach)
From My Boayfriend’s Hack From Fidao . Hepmr Heoman
{19931} {H00M) '!1r|-1-|u1llr--'|- T PRI

Johmny Thingde 15 =

We never learn his Hiorwr very typical

the unfortymate real npme, bue of Beinge Human to
star of this checure Hilly Connolly (in give us a gombic
black comeds, surely his oddest whi eomes back,
organally titled acting role} brings patter than & a
Johtny Eomhde, a loit of character miindless shufiler,
Killed while o b mindless hutasa l:lieiﬁh.'aﬂl
protecting the love broin-runcher, party-anirma
of iz hife from Kiept as a pet by imereacd. Sashu is
robbers, he's not litthe Timmy, he foud, rude and
going tolet death ends up becoming hilarious. Sure, it's
et thee better of afriend and - sonny peweled ihat
[ himn, Fe eomes somiewlai ghe i i deral
Ty back s a womabae T :]J:h‘m'inaﬂ:.r— 4 about her undiead
' so he can finally surrognte father stamas, and the
take her on a dare. Ome hiteh - it turns oue thar, and hushand when Timmy's real dad Bill is here she literally stares o fall apart on
being dead and all, be has o et people o sy killed. He does occasionally kil people, when his s . ; p) Fahhy groes, but we'll 1
alive, I;}hflm'il'ﬁ:l lm-n-l:llg,'._, I-urm~11:'|:||q mr_r.riu._, Pm‘[ﬁﬂtiw collar nlaJE.antiuns. but Mg on — the dunﬁ 1:;-:11’;; her wuching frien<dship wiith |
but you've gotta feel some ssmpathy for Johnmy, look at that face. Who could hold o few murders | fl:n'I-L_‘:l:l'lmf' ;Tmujwitl'L the line, “Why don’tyou '
He would do anything for love — and did. against such an adorable character? Anye KL &

take a picture, you nosy bitch!”

[T
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IN THE FLESH

Will Salmon speaks to Luke Newberry, star
of the BBC’s gritty zombie drama

ith Mertin and Being Human
both dead and buried, The
Fades unfairly axed after just
a sinple season, and even
sturdy obd Doctor Who having
wobbled (eritieally, at least)
throagh its mnst Fecent year,
o could be forgiven for
thinking that genme telly wasa't faring o weell at
thiz BBC right mos, But ome show stood out in the
gehedules thiz vear — Dominie Mitchells watty,
intelligent zombie drama, Tn The Flash,

Tin the: three-part seres (recently
re-eommissimed for o second mm of episodes),
the surviviors of o zombic uprising have managed
to contaimn the undead menace, Four years later
they™ve even developed drugs that help give
sufferers of PDS (Partially Deceased Syndrome)
their personality and sanicy back.

We see this story through the eyes of Kieren
— ayoung man whiose boyfriend Rick was killed
when serving in Afehanistan. Having sorugpled

Sl rooielig s s
NPT B T

writh his less, Kieren commitmed suicide - onby for
“The Rising™ to bring him back to life and reunite
him with his grieving family

Arnid this stevw of conflicting emotions,
the mewly living Kieren discovers that being gay
amd undead i1 a small Tancastman sllage 15 nodt
enay, with prejudice coming from every side, We
cagtht up with actor Lake Mewhery, curmenthy
rehearsing for arunin A Latle Hotel O The Side i
Bath, e fimed oue meore st his experiences with
thae ghanv,

Were you surprised by the reception to

In The Flesh? It really seemed to capture

people’s Emaginations..,

Yeeah, it’s been really well received. Readimg it
through, T thought “0h thar's a beautifiul sooery™
and you kinda think yeah. that it's the sort of thing
that would get 4 good reception, but then you
shosest it s you go “Heave T done it justice? Have

I played it right?™ S0 to then have that postive
response is really pleasing. T really happy thar it’s

“I get people in the
street who say it really
affected them, people
send letters to say it
was great to have a
different kind of hero”

renched the sudience and thae such o e roge of
people have enjoyved it

Am I right in saving this was your first leading
ride for television?
Tt weas, yeah.

That miest have been kind of intimidating...

Tt wasn't really because no one made me feel
intimidated. Everything was in it fron the get go
and we had this amazing seript.. Mo, not anazing
— I hate saying amazing in interviews! - a really
beauetiferd sevipt. Soowe were all just really excited
about aking it. Obwiously being the lead kind of
catablished a reaponaibilitg. You knowe, “0h god,
this is on my shoulders” but T didn't really feel it
an musch. [ really connected with Kieren, and so 0
chichiae r|:.'||'|3.I thomik absout whether Twasg lht.*lL-:lﬂ'ing
mobe or ol T just had to play his jourmess Hie was
:»h.u_'h H| 1.'-1.-||—1.=.rrillun l;,:]'l?ll‘.ll;_:ll.“f!]‘lil.‘l ln;;l_lu]ﬂ st Lr‘l-bu
rrly:h:]ﬂ et |.|'|1'|;,:-1_|R+| Waenei, T almcet dichn® feel ke
T el 13 '|:||.'|:|.I :Lrl:.l'l]'ling, Tt was qu'ill:. el o mwe,

He's the ulttmete oatsider m Roeertorne, Has there
ever been a time where you've felt alienated like
that, that you maybe drew on for the part?

T think everyone does at some point, especially

at school. Kieren i 1718 and that's really an age
that.. T think whatever people say at that age, it's
generally a difficult tine. You're just in this new
body and you're nearly a growm-up. You're sdll a
kid but not, 5o it aweird time and T identified widh
that. T think everyone, at some stage, has felt like an
outsider for whatever reason. Yo knowr, T don't fit
inwith this kind of group or whatever.

What's the fon reaction beer like?

T gt e g Taritter .wrnjh'lp.' nice l|'|i1'|_|.ﬁ:'t. T 1
people in the street who v it really affected them
and peophe send letters w sy that 1 was great to
e o different kind of hero seth Kieren, You don’
1'|;.'|||‘3,I see characters ke him on TV 111i1'||-c, ap ik
Wi grent,

]'In'l-ptiHJ.rm lard the rode m Hrc_ﬁr:'tpid-r:?
Tt came tomy agent and they read it Initially you %

i s rnok
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|15 FOR IN THE FLESH

think zombies and you think about a certain type
of setting from that. And then T read it and thought,
“3h this is about 20 much more dhan zombies”
Well, raybee niot mrere but just very different oo your
claasic zombie story.

They wene doing it up Morth, 20 T sent a
tape for Johnmy Camplsell and Annde the producer
| Anm Flarrison-Baxter] just to pul $0me scenes on
tapee, Then they wanted to read me i Lomdon sncd
T dhidd somwe reads with the Bimtstic Emily Bevan
[Tl mombie Ay and Teand Wialmsley [Fieren's
b friend Rick |, And that was i, amd T wss vold
T'd got the part. Tt all just happened quite quickly.
A dream part.

How lomr was the shoot?

W shot it in about gight weeks From October oo
December. The first block was out in the sticks up
Morth and the kast half was all studio souff.

How was it acting arainst Steve Evets? His
character [Rick's did Bill] really puts Ren throagh
the wrirerer in the shiows..

Sveve's areally nice guy. We didn't chat much;

wee just sort of did it But he gove me everything [
needed to lind of react off because we had some
quuite toigh soenes tosiether, T think the scene
where T kind of blowr wp at hin we were shooting
that all day, merming through evenings, doang il
agnin ainad aggin,

Thipetr scones are rmlii'.f"gjI irrternse. That st have

ﬁcm_ﬁlfﬂymdﬁrmﬁnr}mm
Tt was, veah. Beally exhausting, And he had to be
gy horrible to mie T remember him onee ssying,

iy, iy, o e ke
bare pfChris e bossun”

48| THE A=Z OF FOMBIES

T just want to give vou a hue, T'm sormy T'm being
g0 horrible”™ Bat [ aelcomed that, Twanted oo feel
imtimibdated amd angry, amd [ sort of imagined thac
he weas this figuare of dizcrimination and prejudice
and all thase things that malee vou and e angry,
But Steves actually o vealby mice, Ry guy

Were you surprised fo hedar that there would be o
second season? Tt almost foels il a miniseries,

T ahumng, T think it worked sownell as st a three-
part drma, Bat there were so many things toached
upon and T loved everyone that T worked with on
that job, and really sdored played Kieren so T wos
really hoping for a seeond senes. TEd come and go,
I'd think “0h no, it won't happen,” and someone
else would say “MNo, it's gonna happen” And so it
still kimda feels lile this far-off fantasy that we're
doing it again, But we are! [laughs] T think we start
shisoting at the end of Septernber, for spring 2014.

Hawve yiou read the scripts yet?

Mo, I'm quite in the dark at the moment, o sure
there'll be nevwr characters and new dymamics and
stuff. I'm meally excited oo find out where Kieren's
o g0 and where all ehe characters are gonna
end up, AT knerar 15 that T'm gomg to be shooting il
anid that's it really,

I thare unl}rpurbfl:ufdrd'l'mcﬁfm :ml.lH Hilre -ty takie
Kioenm next series?

T dhumng, T Hike to see him have a bitol a better
tirne of things, becaise his ife is prety difficult,
But not too good a gme! [lawghs] T think its sbout
finding the light and shade, You don't want to
drive people into a black hole, but T don't want to

puit o a red nose inocertain scenes, do you kngsr
what [ mean?

They are surprisingly funny seripts, aren’t they?
Yeah, there are certain chamcters that brimg ot
pertaim elements m Kienen: we see the mifuence
of Ay for excample, she kinda shalees him wp a bit
i minkes him heeee fun.,

Are you drﬁlﬂ nfﬂmﬁfu rremres aadside ﬂf

Imt The Floxh®

Erm, niot really nes, Twatehed a bit of The Walking
Devrd smd obviously Tve seen Sherem OF The Dead
but T'mi not roassively into sci-fi or anything What
was exciting about this was that it treated being

a movmbie a8 ifitwas a real condition. How warould
we cope with that? How would society react and
a5 4 family howr would you deal with it? And that's

s e mn ke



rl’:lul. b 3 e

made the zombic genre really exciting to me, so T
kinda groam an interest in that kind of stuff. Te's o
fascinating concept

What's mext for you?

T've just done a film called Frankenstein®s Army
and Frain Hercetles 30, That comes out niext
vear. [t's all done. That was pretty epics there was
mud wrestling and lots of comedy — the opposite
o Blieren, The director, Benny Harlin, he does
brilliant action sequences. 1 play Agamermmon,
[t must the histosical Agamemnon, that's my
characters nickamme really, Hereples land of talkes
miee pnder his wa Then after that Pm |.|.|;_:-in;|.e| Tri
The Flagh agnin, ﬁ

Yo gh g P b :
cxmi e bk L, ruir (R
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E. @ Calum Waddell speaks to
@ % manto don ﬂ;le Frid49 hoc

ason Voorhees fitst camee to cinernatic life
in 1980, with the sanguine-scained slice
and dice shocker Friday TTee 1260 At the
climax of that carnage-packed classic,
T cersentisd miother 15 revealed 1o
be the mysterions marmide i s
been kalling the voungste
ot thae area’s ong-chose
earp, Her reasoning? The

Camip Crystal Lakie i3 the mesting pla
whio deovemiesd eemaze the eend in ch
swimming lessons were o basy formi
pay attention. Beheaded by Alice Hardy (A
King), Mrs Voorhees maost certainty would noc
returning for a sequel. However, in q.l'p..].] m
seare’ fashion, Friday The 13th concludes wi
little lad leaping out of the lake oo drag Alice into

thie wre epths. Maybe.
an amibiguous ending (was it just a

drearn?), Friday The 12th hints that there could be
BT wallowing in the warer, but nothing is
made-Cinclusive. At least until the aplatter-sickic
proved oo be auch abox office behenoh dhat
Friday The 13th Part 1T was rushed into prodiscrion

LER P TR TE R T
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and released ayvear later: In this infitial fslboar-up,
et five vears after the original, Jason is revealed to
b a *wildrman®, of sor, living in the wisods arownd
Camp Crvsal ol Tk ol eagher T ase-up anvong
whir mvades his “saomsd” groumds, Or something,
Trvinabde enough o surave through tao more
segquiels The i3 finally hacked to bies an the climas of
1984 % misleadingly ttled .l"'ﬂ..rul'r' The 13th: The Firial
Chapter), the mvthologs of these movies makes not
o liele of semse.

For instanee, in Friday The 13th Part 17
A Mew Begirpnmg (1985), we are told that Jason's
body was cremated (in that flm it is a copyeat
killer dishing out the destruction). Mevertheless,
i the following year's instalment - Friday The
12th Part VI Jason Lives — our man is showmn to
be a maggot-ridden, rotting corpse, buried under
the ground in a regular coffin, Yet when lighming
strikes his body owice, cinemna’s foremost summeer
camp stalker is brought back to life a5 an immortal
zornbie. complete with inewplicable superpowers.
I his fiest moments of moyhem in Friday T
13th Pavt VI M Voorhees punches a hole soraight
||'II'I'_I-'|I_|.!;|'I SOPTIEONE S DOran —.'m-eﬂ it at this (R |

e Hodder - the only
kewmask more than once...

poimt that the Crystal Lake capers become
increasingly more insane...

Taking gver the role of the teen-trepanning
terror titan in Fraday The 13tk Part VI The New
Miload (19880 was erstwhile stumtmam Bane Fodden
the thespian thae really msde the machete-
swarany mamiae his own, Batthing a psyvehie babe
whao telepathizlly resuwrmeces Tasom (he s deosaed
At thee end of part 30, the mnseular Hodder was
impsingt enoagh to be asled back for 19389%
f-'n'ufulv The 13th Part VTTT Jasom Takis Wanbatarn,
inwhich an electric surge nonsensically marakens
him from his slumber. Perhaps even more
preposteroushy, Jason Goes To Hell (1993) gives the
character the abilicy to jump from body-to-body as
a sort of zombie-alien. Moreover, inJzson X {2002,
when Hodder played the fright-fipure for one last
time, Camip Crystal Lake's least favourite resident
i5 resurrected twice - onee from deep freeze and
asecond time 25 a futuristic space-terminator,

Im celebration of Jason's days as a certified
widesd slasher-beon, we cavght up with the actor
fior huis oy eakee o the death-defying antics of the
Hereulean hoclkey-maghed ogre..

..




J IS FOR JASDN

|II

I/ {.zh start with your ;wn interpretation of Jasomn
' He is presented as either a ghost or a “Wildman*
irt the woods deering the first fouwr films - beet by
praart six he's become @ superhimon sombie, Fight?
By the time 1 got to him e was definioely a zombic,
T alwiys thomght of him hke this; onee he i 3l
hrumein bt e bocame o zombae omd that 1
cammed b killed smy more,

¥our took over the role of Jason for Friday The 13th
Part VIT: The New Rlood, Priar to this, Jason had
been played by several different actors, Fow did
yougret the role for the seventh movie and then go
ot pliry et foeor times?

T was the stumt co- L-r.iin AtoT On @ n1- wie called

e hurﬂ.-r film m-i at [h-_ cnd ur it I also |..ut T —rm——m—
o play this rotting corpse that conves our of the ks 3 € i s s
ground. Twas in full body make-up and
{ alf hours being made [
sting [laughs]. The effects artist on
alled John Carl Buechler,
A by howwe 1 werked and
in .\l] of that make-up He told me, “Faci
ons are hard to express when you
of thae stuff covering yon, Kane, b
Then John got the

F'rl'r.krr'r Tha 13th Part VIT wax the ot iu'.mrl'{r

corenrd cand e;f'ﬂ:i.' eretire freenchise. Well wee evaer

o an uncit versian?

At the time the ce really had it in for Friday

The 13th. These films were never very politically

|'.'|:er|::.'[ :1|.1|-;.1 the Cemsoms j N T
Tden : siamn A In any 50 ericers i s L

of viewable form. T 1

carty on in the editi

|J-T'.:1I'I:r'[|'|il'lll.'5-.'|I1l.‘| the g . T o i‘v‘.‘-"l"-he censors rEﬂ“ﬂhﬂd I't in F{}t‘ Frfdﬂ_}’ Thf.’ '

u|'|1-uiru|'| ate because

wesacut outoftat e, The s 13th - these films were never very politically.
with Sz £ CAFINCTEZeEr] DLUT ParT 40Wen, mhanh... ™
I have never seena horror moviecutdovn that. % cOTTect and the cegsors just hated them”

Rerrenbes ivss eves ighla
CEFENE Wi WEATE e
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much. ¥ou barély see a simglé trickbe ofklood in the
entire film. All these make-up effects people put in
a0 mich tirme into making a qualitr piece of work

M it endied up on the cutting room M I is just

] straring.

R
i surprised that thay even rurm.:t wewmne o

ey deaths - swch ax wihen Terlls a
gz her in the eve with Lv hirn?
Cogieaf mv Fovourite Jason kills
nodBbnly did they cut
ereye, they made an
auwdio censdr gnally, when T jam that party
m iftd her & , it honled., T thought tharwas
beautiful bug the censors mok itout and told us
jEwras tow brucal, That was what made that deach
seene worll the honk as it went into her head.

rag [1-pagrhs].
-.'.H ﬂ &

D v o favanrite Jason kill?
Ty favourice kill is the sleeping bag from part
sever. You kmow - when T pick the girl wp in her
sleeping bag, give her a big ol swing and then
amcsh her against a tree... [ alio liked when |
pumched the guy's head clean offineson Takes
Meerferttar, And when T frose the @rl's face in

the porty '|'|L|

Jason X and then smashed it mito pleces — that was
g Fum [laghs],

l-'l-"ﬁl_'r Jul}u:u rfn'nlr;nm hecame thar ¥
pfnl_fJu.wm e than amce?
Exidenely, at benst as e as T koo 1
mewer A stuation or performamice whege
powers that be felt, Weah that is the gy
listen, T had to fight to come back and do'pa
eight. Tt was a lot easier after that. With Jeson

Goes To Hell they just assumed T was gging to pl
the character — and it was the same u!m *f"

X. What worked for me was that the fans really

AT it the way I plaved him. T was just
very | n that regard.
Do w if Friday The 1ith Part VIT: The

Mg wnts awigireally piteled as a “asoen

o

Elending in prebefly i e
Mesy Pk aes et
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“My favourite Jason kill is from part seven -
when I pick the girl up in her sleeping bag, give
her a big ol’ swing and smash her against a tree”

Vi, ﬂnn‘iz"ﬁfm — which i J:m'nm-rm]"]r reermiserred P
T domt o Tor sre bal - comme om — 1 mgst

harve been |laughs). That is exactly what it was
Amd heres an imteresting plece of v — it was
orignally called F."i-uL.'.:.-' The P3th Poart VIT: Birthday
Bash. They only chomged the title to The New Blond
much later om,

Another rumour: in Jazon Takes Manhattan, the
character actiwally sperds most of the time ona
crizise ship headed to New York, Was there ever an
original script, entively set in the Big Apple, that
Paremount teurmed down for being too expensive?
Mo, T think that's just a rumsour. T never saw a

seript that had Jason in Mew York for the whole
thing. The seripts — and there wene a few - alweays
grarted om a cruise ship,

In part efght, the director apparently asked you to
Inck a d‘ng unn‘:nm r-r.'_'lﬁ:.'m'c[ Is: that story troe?
Yeah, that isa true story, T just dida'e think that i
fit the character

Bt yo never had an fseee with Jagon flurlrﬁ'lg up
RIS CEMIELS ECenayers, .

Yeeah, he will happily tear someone’s head off bue
the dog is too much [lawghs], T just couldn' picture
Jason doing thar,

How veould he feel about kittens?
Mo, hie's an animnal himself - he wouldn®t hure
kittens gither [laughs].

At the end of part eight, “Fomibie Jason™ is killed
with taxic waste and is consequently revealed to

s e mn ks



S 8 EOfenEre g nol o el
TE DITEES YU TE EEring.

b the ghoest of a lietle boy. The film does fts best
wrth a strarnge rnlrrhulrw h}' ;I'H:Hi:ﬂﬁl‘w that Jason
did indeed drown as a child in Crystal Lake and
has been resurrected many tines as a mammeoth
wmdead force...

Let me comiment on that because there is a story
out there that T hated the ending of Jeson Takes
Mardhattan, T didn't hate i T just wasn't sure what
the director wanted to say with it We spoke abour
it and. after that, itwas fime.

Wihat was the toughest Friday The 13th film for
o b prnalee?

[twrad Jagon (roes To Hell, The hockey mask for
chiat racwie was built into this prosthetic head and
I!]'ll: 1.!."|'||_||1_' I!|'|i1'|_|.r| .~."||'|:||_'\-|_'|,|. o e T Tt seven,
l.',“-'l;_'l'_l.'ll'l'il'lj.!' LUEHES |.';||1|:q_1 Omb vy I'nl;'q'. :|1'||_| T |'|.:||.|.1|'||:
:.':|_||11l:-'i|: I|:|:_'I!|'| (4] '.'.'l:_':lr.-'lnn;l 1_'1.'|_'-r_|.'!'|'|in_|.¢ 1_"|t:|_'- - .~a:_:-1|'|:'|l
o dook the |1_1n|.';|_*:~.1. Fht the feor Goes Th Heall
|11.-1|:|_'--|.|.'p ifas |_'|'.' I-.-1rl|'|1_' e 1|n|;'|_|n1fr_|-1'!.-'|11|1:. Tt wiras
far |'|r_|-111_'rI|'|.:|1'| T s |:_".-'v|_'1'|.L-.|:_'-,|.1|:_:-. I |'|.:||.|.11_1 VRO A
ool @t underneath my lH_'I;I'.'.'Ipl:II'i:“'II;,‘l_'n— which
is a vest that cireulates ice water - just so Teould
work. Part seven and cight T eould take the hockey
mask off m-betarcen shots but in part nine, beeause
the mask was built inte the head that T was having
foy wear, it was impoessible. T never got a breath of
fresh air making that movie,

It was very disappointing mevws for marny fins
when it was revealed vou were not going to be in
Freddy Ve Jason...

[ heree been told dhat and it is nice o hear. | always
thought Taroguld play Tason and even Robert
Englund said dhat — he said, “T never chought of it as
.l'"n-'u.l'n.lf'l.' Wi Jasart 2o much oz f-.'.lrgl'urnf Ve Fiodder™ Ti
woald e been Ereal Lo see thie targ of us .-'|_|.;:||'n.-:
each other, Wie hovae been friends for vears — Teven
worked vwarh him on ¥V hkack m the 803,

ﬂi'Jl_wm wrfch Fnu:fn:i'l_r Ve Jason®

T dhigd s 10 weas hard for me oo dothae Thad the
seript for that film and T even had meetings with
the executives at New Line Cinema, who were

. Sl ik

producing it. Then, all of 2 sudden, Twas out; for
nir apparent reason and T stll don’t knaoar why,
But, yeah, Twanted to see the movie because T
was eager to see Freddy and Jason together. I'm

a hiorror fan. At the end of it Twas like “Ran,

[ wish T hadnt watched it after all.” Tt was tough
for me oo sit and see that movie, you knoar?

Did you see the remalke?

M, T niever saw it Like T said, Freddy Vs Jason
wrag difficult enowgh for me towatch. T heard

theey Browght ic back to Crystal Lake, whisch hadn't
hapgsened imee part seven...

Yeah, it is set in Crystal Lake 1% aleo terrible,

Ryfnrrfmmm r.:;l"ﬂu' Fn’cin_}r 13th movies...,

1L"¢'-I_"'“_|.!;I:,H_K1: that™s |.';|_|r_u,|.11_1 hisar |;|.a|'|'|:1].

ke J;i:umm'r r'ﬂﬂ:i:ur|'.|]:'|r.|:h:'.|:.r try e tairbafe
wired hirm wrde

inda his sheoe, With the windo
» .’

-
-
e o

Eert beed Bex ppileare: abvings
T4 I g o ey

apen and hig fienifls

narrative benefit or purpdse...
\'b#-fﬂﬂl: ing this up [laughs].

It serinua,

He masturbates into his shoe? Wowr [lawghs].
Maybe T do need to see this movie [laughs]. That
soumds.. kind of unbeliswable.

Finally, it would be great if you could clear up
a elagsic Kane Hodder rummoue — were vodl really
irt the ruhning to be Freddy Krieger?

[ suffered real burng on one of my soene jobs - 'm
gl searred arcunad e Aeck. And Wi b thig wden
:1]_1|_||_|1 o | |_"|'|:|1'.'|{'I!|:_'r with |_'||_|111| .~a:_':|r:~.:'|n|;| it h:l'ppl;:nn::l_l
s b Lhe 'I"nl_'n;ld}' I|'|in;|.e|. T hoesried sbmat ot s T el
m B tall (k] ham, T |_||:_:-1'|'I = |-c1'||_|l.l."ir- |'||:_' r|_'-1'n-|_'|11'|_'u_'rﬁ
thiat - ]_1|1I! LII_)I'iUI_lHI'.' '|'||_'~ l.l.':1n|!|:_'|_| ST with
|'|n|::1l.-'i|:r .-H;,'.'ITI'i ng :|1'||_| HE=T I|'|1_' ri:|.e|'|'|l W DO L Tt
s Roberts role amd he was the only chaee, n
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KIS FOR KIGK ASS KILLS

"KICK ASS KILLS!

Zombie films may be full of social commentary, but let’s be honest - a lot of the time
we're here for the gore. Will Salmon looks at eight memorably maecabre moments...

Littie Karen kills her mum

Froam; Wight Of The Living Dvead (1965)
IL may ne

e

15 certaimby one of the mest

disturbing deaths in the ¢

After dving and turning

omee of the vmdead, Koren

Daniela 9efs The chop

Fraam: The H, By The Cemetery (1981)

Draniela Doria i
thirgwgh an abandc

has wandered off. But then she
upai his body
amd gets a knife

s mat a ton ef blood, but
e poing straight

Pop goes fhe eyebal|

From: Zombi 2/ Zombie Flesh Eaters (1979)

ersus zombie figchit,
ond is this
apping moment where
an unfortunate Paola s palled
ontoa spike of wood. The

1|nﬂ1ni_'h1ni;:' |_||:I:|1|.

Shiced and diced
Froom: Duawn {'.I_.r'-T he Dead (2004)

'FI| v e wormed when we

mevie. One of the “hi dﬂll.rh[-.
i dental death ba

W, SO O UK

A splifting headache

Frown:z Dhea o BOHOE K

W S per=Siron
STHAN, T PO

'|..." va Later

“T)| pave sori€ breast please.”

From: Burial Growad: The Nights OF Terror (19581)

r-|_|r1'|'||_'-'in|;'i_";l ':|||_1p||-:_'|1 [ i p
a child and his mother, The lbd
15, in f Haved by adult
ark. IF [Iu-u.']:-.'nlu

climax L-rtl'n. hlm h_.n'u 5

seene where she offers o
apg] i A bee lites:

the fromt of her boob off,

"Cheke on 'em!”
From: Lhay {.Ir The Dead (1985)
im Bhodes has spent the

|'-w"pu'ri11|1_'|11i i
O I:-u.. l-’ul:- He gets
1]

of sombics w

him in half. u.-h. on ‘em?”
he shours, defiant o the end,
HES I!|1-|_':c I'I1I_|I1|:_'|'I (] i R

Fuke yeur ufs ouf
From :_"r'r-_!.- f:l_f"T'h.' Lavame Dh 11 (19810}

This one i ust vile on every

diath, Wlesm

the womian
from her

here that reminds ws why
Fulci was a god of gore.
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Two-hundred million for a zombie movie? Pah!
Miles Hamer checks out seven micro-budgeted
productions that prove you don’t need megabucks

B




The Battery (2012)

Dir- Jerermy Gandner
Elerving: |emmy Gardner, Adam Crinhais
Fwaifabiec Tumes | Bma2on Prime / PEN /e Live

A much baddy rosd-mode az 00 Blood 1" moan
horror, The Rattery i@ 3 dusty, sun-blesched ke
om the zombae fibm, amd the directorial debat of s
mightily=-bearded bead, Jeremy Gardner. Wade on
a buckger of 26,000, 10% a sometinees kelsurely stroll
through the post-apocalypse woodlands of the
USA; a phlegmatic, pitch-perfectly soundoracked
ode to Americana, companionship, snd surreal,

W put it to Gardner that it's primaariby
a character drama, with horror a secondary
consideration. “Tt is certainly a fair assessment. The
horror element of our film is for the most part on
the fringe of what is essentially a character study,

s T can understand it being billed as a drama

first. Strampely though, there are a lot of places

that have billed it as a comedy, which T do think is
misleading One of the things 1 am most proud of
with the filim is hoss fumiy it is, but the hamour is
an organic offshoot of just teving o create homest
performances, Twoakdn’t weame anvone to throe
dorarm their money expectimg a baggh-rioe ke
Kherem {J:II'_"T'.TH- e, Although T puess even callimg o
a zormbie film could be moskeading considering how
often they are relegited o the backpround,”

Thet's tre — thee zommbies ame am often
wnseen threat, Budsaetary mitation, or was il
ahaays the plan® “A bit of both: the movie was
ahaays poing to focus on the charaeters, butwith
miore money and make-up and extras we would
probably have had more zombies, And. in fact, we
cut at least fowr featured zombies from the finished
filrn miosdhy for execution reasons, In a way, the
zombics ended up being like Bruce the shark in
Jas mever working we tried to have more of the
zombies, we shot more of then, but for one reason
or another, those scenes didn't work, Now we're
getting mayhe a bit more credit than we deserve for
keeping them in the backgrownd

We wonder how hard ic's been promoting
I!]'u: film wi1'|'|r_u.|.l I|'||:_' I'I'Iij.l;]'l! r_|-f:| ~:I|.||;|i|:_:- '[n.:b]iq_'ily
machme, ey dulfieule, Tods r_|-|'11.'|.'|:-|_~1'in|'.: el
bn:_'m{'inj{ 1'|.','.'\1'|:H.,‘|I_'Il.','l_:| a1l £ D0 CoveT wor film TII'II;_I I |'||:_'n
1\':||;|i1'|].|; i1'|||_| I|'|1_= I!n;_'rriﬁ.'ing' Bl m:-l_'l!il_ln:c. .111|,|.
beimng humble, approachable and engaged. That
i!»:.taumu-l]'l'in;.: WA |'|:r\'v|_~|!1'i|._-|;] 4] |_'|,:||Ii1.l7:11_- rrLu'n I!]'u;:
bn:_'g'inn'in;.: —this i..l.-l_-ﬂ thai VAR AN b-|_= |;_'v|_1n|!:||_'|1_~|;] .'m-d
asked questions and be a part of the conversation.
W aren’t reclusive shadowr people and we didn'e
make a perfeet film, so write us, beeet at us, call
ws even, and tell ws what vou liked or didn't like or
ask us how we did something” Indeed, some of the
more candid phone responses can be found on the
film's YouTube page.

Without giving teo much away, the ending
leaves a certain amount of manceuvre for a sequel.
Could that be on the cards? Gardner remains
hopeful. *1 havve an idea for a sequel, and it would
also work as a stand-abone movie, [twould be
called TTee Orclvred. T hovve alveays envisioned it
as the Jl::q‘.u:mrf::l o K Mlerscae b s |_"|'|:|1-.:|_'h:_'rr
same quirl of Almmaker personality, but bigyer
ane slicker™

“We aren’t shadow
people and we didn’t
make a perfect film, so
write us, call us, tell us”
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Zomblies (2011)

Oir- [tavid W Reyroiss
& terieyy Dawidl M Reyenids, Lauren Bheis, Ghristaptes Dane, Daniry Drew
Fvaifable wwna omblies com

Argably more action thrller tham semight-up
horror, Biesdm Pietumes” festure debot 15 an
exhuestings, taurine=feelked blast thae boasts

A bevwrAldering array of stunts, pymotechnies,
hendshots, jets and even a motorbike chase, Driving
Pfiss Dhrdsy 1L adm't, COmCerhing o rescus: g
renciade milicary cutfit, the remoarkabhy bombastic
Blend of cinematic swoops and frenetic editing
brings twmind Danmy Boyle's vision twinmed with
hichael Bay's ambition,

Shot om loeation in Dartmoos, home to the
production team and director David M Reyniolds,
we wonder if he felt like scaling it back ac any
point during the process. “Ha! Quite the opposine
in fact! The whobe point of this project was oo
push curselves o achieve far more than should
ke posaible on an indie budget of £10k Wi made
a‘Rodriguez List’ early on in production, which
i5 hasically a list of all the cool assets you hawe
Access o sach as my motorbike; varions airsall
g o guisd bl Dartmoor on o our doorstep,

Thas lise informed a lot of the process even before
the seript was written A5 for all the explosions,
planes, turmets and other prascoical and physcal
effiects — we just had 2 lot of fim furing those
things out from serach!™

Zombic purists might want to leok away
foor this newt bit: the undesd aggressors in this film
are o land-speed-record -smashing kind of fast.

Tha bbbty cin s b st
A s e

What was the idea behind dhat? “Fiestly - ifaction
15 what vou are pomg for (s opposed to drmam oue
tensiom ) thien fast zombies ame dearly the wenpon
of choiee. The et that some of the hardeon:
horror adience wionld shun the film beemmge of
thiz really didn’t enter into the deasion, Tmean
really — they ame just zombies!

oy — v veanted o meflect the
numbing of the modern audience, Since the
19305, zomibics have been peoing faster in direes

preportion o sudicnee’s iolerance for cinemaic
seares, Marnstmem audiences o grown
complacent, even mumb to the sloar, shambling
undesd — reguirring an injection of adrenaline amd
st gormbees i gt ther Oy, Car soldiers inthe
filrm s o gt tramneed o el with glosy zommliies,
bt theey hawve pronaems sloppy aind complacent, We
wamtisd to it them waith an unespected dose of
the fast zombie to rirror what the sudiences hove
gone through sinee the goed o’ Romero days”

Zomhbie Women 0f Satan (2010) “I’ve always loved Wt'ltmg weird stories
and makmg a movie was a long-held ambition.

I finally just decided to go for it”

[ Wiaerees S e & B1eve (UEries (sof e SEY wriler ol e same name)
B arvieg: Waren Beeed. Vchora Hopkies, Vicosa Broom, Seymoer Mace
freaiEabie: Rewnives Enfertal rment OVD Retio

With ita muestley erew of pibald circus freals,
vilgarity and surreal sidesteps, this is not vour
ETIRE urghesn] mmae f|11.-'|_|.¢i11|_'- Rob Fombie's
Fliadss I:.."_I"i'.lf'.lﬂlﬂ' Lawpses erossed with Tilll"f.-l:rjln_ﬂh:
{J,l_f:'u'rlr.l:l'nh:rl ane o e |'|.:|||-'.'.7|}' Thire: .rljn:_:-l.'mud}'
riss :|1'||_| |.|.II|_'-1"|-.'.'||:5r~.|.|.n;| mi-e;rl_l |1n'i1.u_'1"1|: 1_1rl|1:_'
outlamadizh .|n|.|.'[u_'1'l.'|_'- a Plyet bowahs, Laots of them.
Fior wir nll:r. et Whrren hpl:l_ﬁ;l —whi
Al 'p|.-'|'.'.~.' |:|ri.-'||:|'i|_' anti=hero Perng the Clown — the
filrm weas a literal gamble: the funding came entirely
from his life saings, “A huge risk, but you only

""":‘.'-

Tan

1

41
[

3

'
-E—l
r

-
|
1

o 0 Wea bty cok
Ko,

o

£3 | THE &4-F OF ZOHRIES

liwve onee,” be rationalised. s a lve performes
of burdesguic, comedy and rock “n’ roll, what
I_'l;_:l1'l'l|:ll.','lll_"1;| ham B v e inl!n:_:- film |:|r|_u_|1||:|'ir_m!"
T :'||1.'.':|].'r; L] 'I.'-'I'i‘l'il'lj.!' weerrd sEewrsest ancd
maliingg a movie wis o long-held smbiton, T fnally
st decded o go for

Featurig seamtily-clad and made 2ombie
swipmen of myprobable chest gzes bemg walloped
with |_'|||1n| il'l.'\-i|1'|ll'l1|:,'l'l1.~i: s r-il'irll_l LH thiat thas
|:|n_||::-:1l1|y A Germmmne Greers Braurite il Was
extremity 8 conscious decision then? “T don't think

furhies wanted B bresdsan
BTy CCTE BT oanal

[the filim] is exererme at all povself, 1 just wanted

All thee Zommbaes to e ooy j.e;ir|.-.:_" Feloris ﬁ-‘[l'l_'l.','l_l.
“Eaneril hinp; weas meamnt i be talien '|'||_|1'r||-|_1n|_11|u|],'. Te's
ol _|.e;1-i|11 horrar” Grven Uhe comst i'p:|1|:_'|,|. dsrt amd
rrul:ill.l.rl:ull!l'un S WA 1'|.','.'~i|:ll_‘{'l'rl.L|.|'|' CONRCLIT,

Varionas [ate nl'j.ﬂ'l! Horror Chanmel
1'n:_=|_'-n|'n|.';'\.' |'|.-'|'.-'|:_' :|1.'.':|1'..|.|;_'|,|.'i! [ & gliTC r;|1|I SEatus, m|_||:_'|'|
o Warmen's |,|.-|_"|i;|.e]'|l ey dreames doocome tree!
3 '-u_';|1||_'-'|: 'I'l:.'|11|ri11_|.¢ i'h;_; Broffiers Pete Bennet! amd
“loads of pretty zombie girls with boobs, blood and
laughs galore™ is due in carly 2014,
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Holdout (2012)

Di- Calvia Sang
Efering: Reehan By, lermy Tast, Phiipse Bevars
bzl lable www calwinsang com | ¥ouTube

A Hiws curvehall that fuses o mock 07 mll sesthetic
with adistmctly dey sense of humour, Foldma's
impressivie prosthetics, swift action seguences and
budsizi-helvang slayings all make for 2 sagsfying
smach of zombiedorm, Ultimately though, i0s the
sweel tale ol compamionship oround which the
cornage is crafted that makes it so commendakble

Director Cohvin Samg is something of an
indic scene grafer: havding started miking fikms
at the age of nine, even he can't recall how mamy
hie’s produced. With such a prodific resume, he
was bound to stumble int the genre ssomer or
later. “After T had seen Shmm OF The Dead and
Zombigland, T dhought “wrhat the hell” and just
went for it T have friends that are good at make-
up and blood and all that so there was really no
eCise mot i

The minimal fusding (approsimacely $100)
proved the biggest challenge in geming the film
made, “Bemyg the lompgest — and mose smbitions
— fikm thae we had dome, itwasnt something we
could film over o weekend lile we normalby did,
Wi b to de st i the school holsdays, chunks ata
pime, over the span of 2 year, One ome we had o
deloy filmamg for a few weeks becmise one of the
b= eue bis hoir really short, Thats the hmitation
of a zero, Tow budget filn”

The convincing special effects, however,
look anything but cash-starved; so just hoar

Decay (2012)

00 Lusker Thamgsnn

Elarsing: o Halhered, Tom Procier, Elewar! Martin-Haugh,
Bara Masmaus, WilamP Marin

Fwifable v terafilmcns

Ser and shot at CERNS Large Hadron Collider,
J:Ir:ru_}-".t: :c.n:_'in:_'rh:_'l:-m_lnn;_'-1 il!:q—up g HE=T T g LR LEHES wrll N,
acted and produced entirey by PhD students,
THrector Luke Thompson conceved the project
mn CERMNS ]_'lu-“‘_l,r :_:-I']:|'|_13,l'|'in1'|'|i1'||: | |.||'||1'||:'|:‘-'.r m.|1'mixi11p;
{1_'r_rrn_-|:_'l|:,r} tha I!|'|n|_= ||_||;_:|I!i|_|n 1.1.'|_||.|'||_:| |::q;_' idl:.'ll Fl_lr H|
l;'n:_'l:'p'_l.'.!.'|:||.'|!1|:_'r~ﬁ_-e¢.1.'l'!-|_~r:|}i1n:_' I'ITI'i'iI'Ij.!: il |:|r|.ﬂ.-'i|_||.|:ﬂ
mn:_:-u'il:-m.':kin}r. .'\."|-:i||r-'.:_ hu- a1l rrmmlmﬁ;_l (1] |'|1_-|m il
7S-munute feature, “Some of us have dsbbled anth
bits and pieces - our editor Burton DeWilde knew
hiz way around editing software, for example - but
we had ne real filmmaking experience” he says.

A firm creative decision taken by the
tearn was the imclusion of running, radher than
shuffling, zombies. Associate Producer and Chief
Zombologist (yes, really) Clara Nellist explaims:
“Ultimately it came down to the location and
the decision that the first zombies came from
the maintenance tean Since the ounnels are a
restricted apace, we needed our ormbies oo be
threatening withowt blocking all escape routes”

{ven :'j-l:crjl'r"x l,mii,:p_:u;'.'-u,-ﬁ inj.e; there's s e
AMITE Lr‘l-xl;'il,ﬂ'u;'l:_l,- sl im the |,:|i:|'||_|m||:_'. Iz oy of
it hased in EIL‘I:.‘“I"-.'H,"I'_I'I h'irij{in thie il s bosed on
real serence” elarifies 'I'|'|-|_11'|1|;|ﬁr_rn. T the senze that
weenve used our scientific |:1'||_rl.=."||;-|j|;1; 0o encure that
vyl |'|'in:|.e; 15 st l:'rh' WTONE A% 'FILH.'-G;I}.II;'!-

Moar thee flm™ out there for |;|u'|_1|'i|;'
consumption, how's the feedback been? Braved
comment threads and reviews? “Streaming has

AR S e
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“One time we had to delay filming for a few
weeks because one of the leads cut his hair.
That’s the limitation of a low budget film”

s such o high quakity achieved on such a loe
budger? Explams Sang “Computers and software
are s povrerful nowadays — 108 kind of amaeing
whit you e G people dotng omline, just m
therr spame timee, T have some Glms tht mely
hemvily on effects, ke some action Glms onmy

NS

B Ea ir- 1 5 2 e T 0

Fonget the fesh-gaarg mmbie. & e el
vt b b gy el g

been hugely successful ” enthuses Thompson.,
N e moe np‘prrq:uu;;]'ling’ 25 million views We
seem 1o hove polarised people - either “our film s
k] o ¥Rl shoqald feel b’ I:I!|'|.:|1 % T |;|nr_|-“ 1 than
resl il!],'!':l or T oo thas Alm? Please malee a .ta:_'n;p,u_-ll'

YouTube channed, &nd T hove charaeter deven
films that don't havee any eflecs at all, Halden
wng o g of the tweo T aness, AL the heart
ol ut, i abogt friends smd daolation, Bt it alwo
azombie movie, 500 needs to have thae kinet,
gory aspect ot as well”

Whe'r all m:w.'\.'hrl;]}' |;|-1'|_||,|.|;,| of the film amad hanar 5t's
bien recemved, but we'ne under no ilhasions it
perfect, Bt every singhe time we ged  comment
from someone sayving how glad they are we madse

the film, it fecls great”
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LIS FOR LOW BUDGET

2 Hours (2012)

Dir-Michasl Ealil
B tarving: Jocsh Mersill, Mlen Bradfoed, Brosks Hemeath
frifable wewindiegoao comoriec k- hours-indenzndesl-tombie-short

Suwckang up festival masards ke some knd of
bBloody trophy sacmim, 2 Flours 15 a bleak short Glm
centrel around a bite vicom swiftly suecumbimg

to infection and the nighomuares salfemsd therein,
Creal i'.-:c_'ll.' shat, with o 11:{'1|rrin;_'_ P '|-r'|1'!'ll_""l.'l.'l'_l-l'k e ————
mch like genre stablemare Colin (20080, 10% row, Vicler e 0BT smukTa
brutal, and somewhat poetic in tone, R =

We asked director Michael Ballif what
he hoped to gaim from wtilising the first person
perspective camerawork, “T wanted to show what
it might feel like to become a somibie. This was
actually the original inspiration that jump-started
the writing process for the film, As the script
evolved and the story began to lourish, it was quite
apparent that we were going to need to cut oo third
person for the film o work, T'm just happy that
we managed o integrate the POV perspective into
astory that also has additional strong, cinemacic
msornents, 105 a great tood used oo showr the
audienee what it might feel Ll i become one of

, , . .. Wi Tz Ekona
the infected, Te Reerally pats you im the dovers seal mrE;F:::'l;mfl:lﬂirIEI

ol orr mmin chorneter, which T heliove ereates an
opportunity for the sedsence w wdentify wath the
chareter in A umigue wng”

|rmagpis: v Machas] Balif

Amd b erse by wens ot o accomphish? ensurng that that esch performer staved in performers in the seene, Mostofl these POV shots
“Sarprizingdy, a hot more challenggng than T had Frame whesre T wsnted therm i be, Sddidomally, are bonger tabies, hopang: to sel] the full effect of dhe
anticipated. As the direetor, cinematographer, bezmse of the chaodie nature of the fet-paced perzpective, This malkes it even more difficule
and carmera man, it became Ty difficult ar cimies ACLM sequenees we were shooting, it was haghly mamnian precision, Fortumately, we had the thind
toy direct the sereen action of the ‘infected” while difficult to pay attention tomy aetons, asoncof the  person cuts to save us inthe edic”

Theatre Of The Dead (2013) “They’re about putting people in a high-stress

D P Gllghr situation and playing out how it’s dealt with.
Glariag: Emma Gieesen, Rob Eind, Krsien Exssmann, Tim 5 ks

L] []
bl Comig e0e.. The zombies just happen to be the catalyst”
“Stresarth! Chuck us some mose gore on the bonzer theatrs repertoine, it promises to finally answes The mormbies just happen o be te catalyst for
corpac pile mate!" & sentence you probably won't the queestion all sane audiesee mermbers agk when this. And thar’s what I've oried to being to Theatra
e i thig, Australis's seammet undesd ox POt -.-mlr;hin;-_ mesieal I|'||;_':'|In|_': n.-'||11|::|],' "1.l.'|'|],' il these {Jmn-' D™,
ance Miek Caae, & pn:_:-dl_u;'l of thee Camiberr Feature |:||:|_||:|1|_'- b eipten ahives™ T s sore still ek i1'|:|.!| imtermebiomnel
Filmi -[_'.r_u'||'i!|'|_|n:_'i!':i e |:|r|_u_|1||_'|:|_| |:t:|:||:-e;|':|'||l.' {14 As l.L'1'iI|:r_ dhmaetor Pat l:j:'||'|:|;|.e||'||_~1' gans ol dhztmbution samd I_'I:'H,'l:l-l'lﬂ, 011 A% vl |.|.1'|r|_'-'||_*-.'|:1|._'11:
'ru_1|_|| the effgrts of e i1'|_|.e; short film-malkers and the zombae HenmE On thies s wehsite: I'T|'||:_'}"r|_'- bt thee trailer Tll'l;,:lﬂ'li:\{"-i.ﬂﬂ'l'll_'" kil sustamed Torm
'pn:_'l;'vl_n'il_1|_|.-. st -Iiml_‘-m I:_'.1_1n|:_'|_~1'ni11_|.¢1|'||: momsher- :||_:-|_1|1I! [qll!l'n;'_ |:||:_'r_|-|_'\-||: i it |11.-'|:".'\.'i1.'|:|],' h i;-_l'l =slre=s .‘:'i'rl."in'i-.-d l."||_*-'||:'.-'|:_'|.~; :_:-I-;'_1|I-n11|n|;'|'||'n;'_:| n|,|. 1.'|'.~a{'|:r.'|.
.rll.-'u:_:-l'l_l'in;'_ misackvenitumes of 7 rehesarsal-heny situatiom amd p]:w‘inp_ ot b 10 el wath, Curams Open late 20003,

Inoienoe i refewe a chik,

e Fome Coalition
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'MUSICAL

All-singing, all-dancing, part claymation - Rosie
Fletcher revisits The Happiness Of The Katakuris,
a horror musical that defies definition

£2| THE A=T OF ZOMEIES



he first page of the script reads: “This

is reot like Holbywood, but rather a

riusical with Japanese folk songs

amd srange dances” Add inoasumo

wrestler who shags his gielfricnd {and

himsell) o death, 2 zombie chores,

voleano, some ebephants and Oneen

Ehzabeth's nephew amd you maghe
beggim o gt 2 sense of the joviul anarchy thae s
The Happimess OF The Katekurs, This Japamese
film, o comedy-musical-horror=drma from prolific
mizverick Takashi Wliike, has boen deseribed as
“The Soamd Of Music mects Dawn OF The Dead” os
well as “freakishly interesting”, “incredibly weird™,
“deliriously bizarre™ and “a feat of highhy demmented
cimematic imagination”

The defining feature of Miikes movie
i5 its refusal oo be confined oo any one genre o
sevle. “T don't think about penre at all. Wy films
are cateporised as being i a certain type of genre.
Butmvself, T don't make the movie thinking
about which category the film belongs in”™ WMiile
assers, “They ask ‘s Katakuriz a comedy; isita
family movie? | dom't have a feeling attached to
a theme or genre, 1'd rather just make someching
Nk ‘b, this s different When T shoot thae way
T'm cursous o see what will happen, T'm mterested
i s Wt wee com omzdee angd vt vne com do to
change something™ Even the tyggdine concurs:
Lo WTusie, Florror, Woleamos, Cinems wasg never
miceanl i e Kk thigk™
Ehaot on location m Kyotoe in 2000, with

interiors and CGT sequences filmed at Shochilu
Studios, The Happimess Of The Katakoris sees four
generations of ome family bving together in o guest
house in the mountains, Patriarch Masao Katakuri
(Kenji Sawada) has bought the property for hirm
and his famiby to run after he's advised of plans e
tos build a major road cdose by - the puest houwse
should be packed to the rafters with tourists but
instead the family haven't hosted a single guest.
Becoming increasingly desperate due to the lack of
custon, they've overjoyed when theie luck scems
ey fiseally he changing and their fisst visitor arrives.
Alag, this moment of optimism s swiftly shatered
1.r|'|1_=n I|'||:i1' -,|.-|_~|;_'|:|-'|r dl:'pru_*ml:l_:l first FREES iy
15 Fonmad desd the nest morning, having killed
horself, Termfed thit reporTis il a sunesde wall 'iin\:
I!]'u: Fal e '|'||_||.|:~'.|: .'|1'||_:| 1.\1_11'ri|:-|j thuat 111|: -dl:.'ll!]'l many
|'|:|1.u_= |1:|r.| .mjmu-lh'in;.: By r_lnu wrth ks .ulul:l:brq:-'l-cn:_'r
turnied peity thief son Tl.-T.'m.'::,ru]:i {,':'||'|'i|'||ii'|'.'||:|._"\v|j.':_':lr
Wl resoles 1o ]_'u.|1'_|.l L br_h;l],r i thie vwioods amd
keep schium about the whole affair. And then the
sumo wrestler and his girlfriend arrive and the

dead won't stay burnied..,

SEEN IT ALL BEFORE?

The Happiness OF The Ketekurs is a loose remake
of The (heet Family, 2 1998 homror comedy which
was the feature debut of Korean director Kim
Ji-wroon (who went on to make 4 Tole 0f Two
Sizters and Armie vehicle The Last Stand). Tt also
starred Song Kang-ho {star of The Hos! and Park
Chan-wook’s Thirs) and Ched Min-sik (00dboys
O Diac-su} — all of whom were relative unlmowsms
at the time. 'While The Quidet Fiamily has a vein of
satire and Mack hurmowr, it does not heeee zombies
and musical numbers,

Eeleazed i 20032, The FFerpr'n.l'.“ {J_,l_']'i'm'
Kertealarrs i WHikes firet andd 1_1n'|3' rgsacal o date,
The I|'|i1'|].r. 1%, 1% ot .1|,'I!1|.;|||3,' .':u'l::r_l,r_%ﬁ:ll:\-.ﬂ 1'r|1_:|xi1_'.1'|:,
i 1l I1'_l,rin:|.e; i b, OT never mesmit B moke 2
Freal msteall flme T edidat mean o irnpn;.t'.'\.' the
mychience with the sl EHE T ke |:|u:|.ej'|~:,
ru,'.':“ing'lhq' different musical elerments he's
throvam im, Mumbers range from a roubled man's 2

W, STECO Ul
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final lamient, a big-band love song complete with
multiple dancing extras and wire work, a synthy
“Ba pop track, a duet complee with sing-alomg
karacke score, a *Thriller™-soyle zombie romp and
acatchy feel-good family Ballad, Song and dance
roatimes cut imal the mest bizarre momenits with
the Iyries and mebkxdies often discordane. And then
there's the dancimg

“Twas 2 sort of comer-cuttmg danee,,.”
reslls Takeda — who's also the only one i the film
that's actually any good at dameing, “The donce
wis choreographed on the spoe and we red very
hard to learn it”

“Tean't danee sophisticatedby in any way™
coneurs Sawsda, “The harder T tried [..] the more
T enjoyed ic” Choreography was left in the hands
of Ryohei Kondo, a contemporary dancer and
founder of dance troupe The Condors. Kondo
was given ree reign by Miike and made up each
routine on the spot - sometinees using multiple
untrained backing performers to add to the scale
mnd spectacle. The cast weren't given extensive
traiming instead they muddled along as besc dhey
could, delivering commitied but unpolished

B4 THE &-Z OF ZOMBIES

“Although ‘Let’s Live Here Together’ is the
message in the lyrics, the real theme is not
living together literally but sharing the moment”

performances which only added vo the comedy
anid bo=f strimypeness,

For Fapamvese sundiences theres an extra
dimensson of umour and self-nearenes in
these sequences, thanks to the Gstimgg, Kivoshino
Trnawano plays Richard Sageawa, o oon artistwho
comvinees rTomance-obsessed single mother Shizue
Katakuri (Naomi Mishida) that he's a British Seeret
Agent who's also in the Armed Forces as well as
being the illegitimuate nephew of Queen Elizabeth
the Second and a former confidant of Princess
Diana {phew?). Tn choosing Tmanarano alongside
Kenji Savwada, Miile was casting two lepends of
the Japanese rusic scene, Tmawano, who died in
2009 aged 58, was dubbed ‘Tapan's King Of Rock™
and was the front man for highly successhsl band
RO Succeasion. Savada, meamwhile, was a formers
teen idol who gained the nickname “Julie™ after his

Towee fior Julie Andrews amd Ted o bond called The
Tigers fwho the Bee Gees wiote tracks for in the
Tt "5, T neesded experenced actors who had
e thetr names inother fields” dike exploins,
“Wow they're or a point when they can look at their
carcers objectively and think “howe can T drversify ™

“The audience would see us orying very
hard,” smiles Sawada. “All the cast doing their best
oy make the best film.”

It's a sentitnent fitting to the themes of
the movie. Because undemeath the cutrageous
strangencss, Miike is insistent he's made a fecl-
good flick. “Te's an example of an ordinary family
trying to dis their best*

At de seart of the film the Kataburis
argse. Shizue has been through a divorce, her
ex-hushand having run off with a teenage girl.
Hier brother MWasayuki is not lomg out of prison.
Wl has been made reduandam whike the
great-pramd Ether of the Hmily (Tetsurd Tomba)
15 peutely svsre of his mge and mortalitg 160 only
little Wure, the voungest of the Kaakums, who
g s from the start that thenes something
wondderful about the concept of the Gumily unit -
and hers in particular, As the body count racks up
and the situstion beeomes imcreasingly fraught,
amurderer stumbles into one of the fresh graes
the Katakuris are digging and a nearby volcano
threatens to erupt. It's only by confronting their
past, via the decomposing corpses of the late hotel
guests, that the Karakuri family can find resolution
and peace. “Although Let's Live Here Together!
is the message in the byrics, the real theme is not
living together literally but sharing the momene”
Miike explaing

THE MORE THE MERRIER

The Happiness Of The Katakaris is one of an
impregaive seven films releassed in 2000 directed
b Adiike, including his manga-hased gosefear
Tefi The Killer {considered one of his besc) and
;lnl_-i:ply s ] up F:n'ni]}' S Visthor 1 which
Hl'l.:m:.u :_'l:rl.'lin p1'|;_'|_u_'\-|_'|.|'|_'|:|1'ir_|-n.'\.' awnth R'.n?rni'.un'.ﬂr.
Wil Pl his =1 r.n:_:-nl.irulr_l.' Tt danvn o
1]'u: ,]':l'p:ml:.'-a:_' falm Vsl :|11|,|. 315 FCI._"ﬂI.I.iI'H_" ||_|'|.1;_'
of mrnies, saying he wouldnt be able w produce
A sl volwme m Arserses, bt 108 clear he's a
dhrector whots L:lc_'wpl.:'nlh:_' I iry nl.'u.'ﬂ'linm. TEHHT
Andition, arguably his masterpicee, is a similarly
genre-defying film. Classed s a horror, for the first
half it plays more like sn sustere melodranma about
awidower falling in bove again after the death of
his first wife. “T'm not afraid of making mistakes
I'm ekeay with making a film that evervbody talks
shit about saving T can't be a director any longer.
T can't be a director today just to keep being a
director tomorrew: Like making a film with the fear
of whether it'll be a big hit or not. T'd rather have
a oo tirme right o™

While a fascinadon with family -
apecifically the dysfunctienal and weonventional
kandd - rums 1'|'|n_||,|pﬂ'u_1|,|! hiz O Wik insises that
i theres o I!Hru.r. am aedienee should tike HAWSTY
frewm The F.'m'ui'.'.|.:rr'r'rr 1% a different ptitude towvands
deat |'|."T|.-T3,r fibms dont TepTEsenl dizath but theres
:ﬂw.‘:],rx death in the '|_1:||:_"|:;|{‘n;:-1|11-,l.," b sanys, M HRecase
it seems T'm afrasd of death after .'|||.'[-'.'.-1.;'r_l,rr_|-1'||;'ix,
n:,-ing % seary, T wonideresd howe T eould make i amy
easier, IFwe changed the image or idea of death
we'd be able to see our lves in a different colour.

i s rn ke



el slaugh logether,

thalt's

nappiness!

“It seems I'm afraid of death after all. Everyone
is... If we changed the image or idea of death
we’d be able to see our lives in a different colour”

“I feel somwething stramge at funerals. 1
chink *Srog crying, its our oeen nexe!” Her corme
evervbody sees denth as such o tragedy The
Tataliures ke at the death of |:| I'-.".|1'|1i'|}I miermbier
= rermonied to avoid spoilers] and say 'Good for
VL. = Rinkes gombies, then, are a remander of
par comestanl '|:|r|_|\:|1'|1| By B0 merd ali 514 it b:,' {'m mg
I!'|'||._~111 I:.'m.,l. d:ml_‘in;.: .'m-,l. .'\:inj{'inp: with I!]'u:'m...} I'|'||:_'
Tatnliurs are alle to condromt therr mistakes
.':nu;] .'||~u_1 I |'||:_'i'r A 'il'lll_"'l.'i I :|H|: 1_“-:'|_'|i1-.:l in:_:-n. :|1'||,|.
celebrate life rather than fearing death, Tt's young
Yuries willingness to engage with the zombics
that facilitates a potential for redemiption for
the whole family, Clearly influenced by John
Landis" extracrdinary video for Michael Jackson's
“Thriller", these zombies have a leen sense of
rhythm and style, with practical make-up effects
emphasising their untimely demises.

Though the zombies are all live action,
Kataluris niives in animated sections with
clayrnation versions of the Kataluris thernselves,
plus a hizarre, disgusting opening sequence whers
A wiomnom Areds o 1.1.'i11|;1;-|j momster in her SO
which makesa I-:|11|;3,' tix her et -xh:lpu:_'gl. wvla
aned ﬁpﬁ it ot e sels 'pi,'l:l;«d wpart b],- b ] h'.lﬂRT_'n"

(& i L wha 15 then :|11.'||;"|:1,-|,|.b],r.':.t;.'u;']:q;lul h ereature
|::-1'Lu,|.:|.f|'|l i lifie |::-'_|.' ane of the monsters eyes, I'sa
Auenge rc.'|'||_|win:|{ thi 1,'}'4;]|; ol life in the url;in,l.-l_*x!:,
rombeest wr::,ﬂhul j{‘i'l.u_-f-'.ﬂ'u; apchience a sense of
what i eEpect as | heix fils prigresses Later omn,

seabe meodels of the family, inchuding dog Pochi,

W, STECO Ul

wrrestle with dhe crupting voleano engulfing the
puest howse, Miike's inspiration for the claymation
SLETIES, 1.:."|'|i|:_'|'| ot %1% |11'in1,:||!|:~: in I|_|I.':'|r i ﬁ-um
Czech Almmaker Tin .';;".-:ln'l-crn.'ljl:r — miol el
in;ln|_-:||'ix-|:-d |_:||:_:-'||.t: ]_'n_:|| .':1.1.'|:1.'|.':|1'.,|.. I'unn:r-]r_u_:-]-:'inj{
simmlaera, The culmmatsom 1% an 1,:|n'|_'|n|_=|,|.i|:_'l alalie,
1,:|I'I|-1_‘I1|;_'I'L‘|;_l :|1'||_:| l:nu;_ﬂl:“]}- i1'|1:|ptin:|li".-1: FL~:|!|.|.1'|:_'

thai rl.f'rI:,'Il_"ﬂI_'l;,"\i |:rr_|-'|_'n.:||.'|1' r;|||11,:|r|: l:-1_:|| 'l I'I.,”II”:,'

Tile anyl |'|i1'|].|; VIHLVE BVET 580 bfore Tes ricd Tor
STV, amd] WTiakee o i,

“To try to think of what makes for
entertamment is & very Japanese thing™ he says,
“The people who think like this are old-fashioned.
They think of the sudience as a mass, but in fact
every person in the audience is different. So
entertainment for evervone deesn't exist”

&till, there's so much going on, from the
horror to the comedy, the songs and the dances,
the love story, the dead rising and the positive
imfluence of family, that the film offers something
fior all eastes while refusing o confime itself o amy
one niche. Whatever else vou take from it, the
“h:lppiru:rw." that the Katakuris are '\»:Irhring' for
seems o be mfectogsz, For the r:|n1'i|3,r themselves,
the mipst impl_'n'l.'lnl I|'|'in:|.e; - TII_'l;'I_II'ljiI'IR' ey Blinkee — 1%
that "T'|'||:_'y loesks bk upon therr lives and smibe”™ Al

the ey lesmsst spdiences should look back ae Mke's

Taoald, '|_1|;.'||.;|i|"|||:,bi:.-::|rn; mwie amd do the some, n

The Flappiress OF The Fabtakoris & ouf now o DV,
distribasted by Tartan Video Lid

MUSIGC MAYHEM

Katakuris isn't the only zombie
musical out there, vou know

POULTEYGEIST: NIGHT OF

THE CHICKEMN IYEATY

2006 Thirector: Lhoyd Kaufimam

Tndied zombie chicloen: 1 Tt Towed

resttavrant built on an Tn

where wimpy emplovee A
'T]I"ri-..n- whi

Al grovind,
5 TTVImE ey wim
I't him Fu-r amother

projectile
ive diarrhoea can e

a5 a film |.1-TL1.1.I
vormiting and ex

Z: A FOMEBTE MUSICAL

2006 D¥irector: John Mc[.eml
'J'|'|:|'1.l" HLims get |'|i'l'[1.|'|.|:

n 'il1|:|.i|:_' diretor

[ -.pl'll‘l 4
Juohn W Lean, the
muigtly F:l_“h."-'.ll:_"-: wrabie tey Eake thioi il

re-mvented as

damee 1-|_||_||!1m_"=

EVTL DEAD THE MUSICAL
2003 Writer: Emr:p:n Hr:inl:rlntt
Ohcay, they e mot 2

> Dheadines, we
kmenpe vt this al ©

thie bill. Five teens head o a cabin in :h-_ '"-.:-.:-i~
and unl-..hh thie tmnde: ad, while Ash dishies cut
ame-lim “hie front three rows of the

auditor v as "thie splather zome"

fisr thue .=.|'|ul-.|r||.,'."|IJ.-'.‘I.iIJr'lL'L'r: CAN SXPECT.

THRILLER
1983 Mhrector: John Landiz

An Armueriean Wierene

masc al 1n|,|.'|'| 1% |'r|a-' HTE I|'||l st Wil |'u ||
mia :u; i ||_| |_|r all 11n1|_. T 5 e 3 VOO l.rl:].
Vincent Price, make :
Werewolf man Ric a film wrthin a film
within a dream and uTning into 8 wereeat
and a zombie. Revolutionised music vids,
re-invented the undead.

v Arrerian
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ZOMBIES

The Outpost saga is one of the most successful current
franchises. Will Salmon chats to director Kieran Parker...

ilmed i Seotland o a budpges dhae
sl strwgsde o cover the eatenng on
a Hillywood maosde, 20075 Cofpast was
a trramph of skill and hloody-miimded
determuinaieion, Directed by Stene Barloer
amd produczd by Arabella Croofi amd
Wiersm Prker of Black Caomel Piemimes
it was a loving homage to both John
Coarpenter and the Maz zombie sub-genre a5 well
a5 filmis like 1977 SThock Waves, A sequel, Outpost:
Black Sum., followed last vear, and a third instalment
in the serics {actually a prequel ), Rize Of The
Spetenatz, is released at the end of October - now
directed by Parker. We caughit up with him to find
ot miore about the latest film.

Tell us a little about how the Outpost sertes
ot sbarted..
Well to rewrind time, Steve Barker and T met at

art schood i 1900, He and T had always weanted 1o
miake fEntures, My producer Gnd wafe) Amabella
amd] T oligennssed vt Al v weamesd toomake. Tt
was n ek decision g0 et mvvalved wAth action
horror beemise we loved thase kind of films,

Seewe wimbed tomake a haunted house,
John Carpenter-csgque film and. a5 a result, Chetpost
was borm. The first film did incredibly well. Then
wie shot Outpost 2 in 2001 and we built these huge
stages. While we were shooting, Arabella said, “let’s
think about keeping these sets up and making a
third filrn.” Just a5 we were finishing Owuipast 2 we
wient to script on Cretpost 3.

The huge benefit with Cutpost 3 is that dhe
sets were already built and T knew Bae Brunton,
the writer, very well We spent any hours
disciissing the successes and the failures of hody
filmis. So when it canmse o a thind film, 1 knevw wihat
we necded to deliver,

Jerst Fuvar m_'ﬂum-l:ed WAEFE YL ﬁy prinnois Nazi
zombie films?

Whhen Steve amd Tdid Ceeepest there weren't thae
mouin il ameumad that haad the WMoz zombae
1'|'|i11|..','i|.|;ui|11{ om, Wis looled at the seventiog ongs —
specifically Shock Winas — but the references for
Chrtpost 3 were Raders DIII"T'i'w Fover Ardk, am the
destm of 19505, 19605 Holbnwood war numaes.

Why change a successfid formieda and make this
e all-out war movie, rather than another horror?

Making things different from the previous two
filrins wras omie of the first decisions we made.

Tt's wery easy to g back and retread old ground.
Wi saw in the first and second films how these
zomibies get made, so 1 just figured tharwe didn't
need to bother with any of that this time T juse
wanited to sdd o licde bit of spice to it 2 nesy
ingredient And if vow havven’t soen the first Glm,

&5 | THE A-Z OF FOMBIES
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T wanted it to be a film that somcone could just
pick up off the shelf.

1% cevtainly aetion-pached ..

[ Ewvwnar che audience for this kKind of filmg; 1 kngas
what thesy ke, P sure there are mose horrific
films:, bk s o wear mevse with a hitol hommor in
there, T think ics deliversd. T the reference movse
for the frst flm would have been Afen, the thind
film i mare T here Eagfes Dare or Cross OF Tro,
Tt vk huve been the eossest thing o dhe world
o retres] thimyes s T thank, selfishly, as the
directon, you've pot tomeake things stand out as
much sz they can for your own film,

What was the atmosplere lilke on set?

Tewras fum. Tt was a towgh shoot - it's a very
ambitious film to do in five weeks, with five actors
going through a bunker with firearms. So it was
srressiul, bt for me it was a huge benefit to knoar
the project inside out, tobe one of the first people
om the project. Wensed a lot of the same crew [as
Oerfpast 2] and we were based in Scodand. To have
griya on board who undersoood the film and the
conatraints of the film and the ope of film woe were
making meant there wag o bot less work for meto
o a5 o director, explaiming things o people, Twaas
comiortable becmize Tasns srrrounded by people
Tl worked with before, and respect,

Fiowr wars: the i:u.!»:h'ng process®
Bryan Larkin [the Glm's lead, Dodokhosr] had been
wp for o rode in Chrtpest 2 and ie didat weork out,
which he was gutted about. When it canse to the
third film T'd ezzentially written the story with
Rae with Bryan in my head. He spent two or three
months puttingon a lot of weight, all the bulk thar
vou see in Dolokhow, which you don't pet with
actors on low budget movies, unless you have early
conversations. 5o we spent 4 kot of time hanging
o, a lot of time in prep, 1 showed hin loads of
filrns that Twanted him to watch

And hars off to Michagl MeEell (Strasser)
whio I lewved woeking weith. He really got dhe role
that he needed to play That whole kind of camp,
|::-1|I :ﬂ:u_l |_1:'|r'|-:i11].¢ rrun;l.. inq.'lm_*l!]'liny;. Hi: Wiis j11.=:|

Sy can s ey By s
e s e

i
4]
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Lo Prrsimes: e showers!
They should, e fask
S

“To have guys on board who understood the film
and the constraints and the type of film we were
» making meant a lot less work for me as director”

e
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brilliant towork with, he absolately got ic. My only
direction to him was oo channel his imner Al Pacino,
and go from quiet o very big wery quickly He just
maibed It As did Bryan, as did the rest of the cast,

A ot of the effects in the films were cregated
practically, Did that malke things more difficole?
Waonld it have been mowre cost-effective to go OGF
T'm From the old school, Tappreciate the digeal
aspect of things — it malees things Bst and cheaper
=it T dioa’t thimk the synthetc approach works all
the trrme T liken it tothe differemce hetween CTs
and winyl; people stll love vinyl becawse it's got the
dust om it it's got thar gritty approach it And

T think it you're doinge a combat movie, an action
mrvie, T think physical effects are so much more
real, somuch grittier. T didn'twant to oo around
mnd say, “we can fix it in post” T wanted it to hame
that live physical feel to it

All the gunfire is real, isn't it?

There are one oF fwo moments in the film wheno
we had toreplace the firesrms with a gun effect,
bt 92 per cont of the film is all phoysical firearms,
There's a certain adrenaline thar gets going
whenever someone hands vou a losded gun, albeit
with blanks. Tt generales an exatmg mood on set
angd the actors meally e into i, T thinlk s where
the performance really comes throagh, You get an
etrn 30 per cent out of the sctors becuse they
Tewwer 2, Ti's the sormee with squibs, bullet hats, and
sparks, all that stull 16 a genuine pan when you're
shooting:, becmise of the amount of trme e ekes T
eom showe you hours of outtakes where they don’t
o off and all that kind of souff, but T chink that’s
areal success in the movie and T certainly wouldn'
change it if we did it again, or poing forsard.

Are yvou a rombie fan outside the Outpost sertes?
Absolurely, T love action horror maovies, T chink
Zack Snyder's Davn OF The Dead was an absolure
classic. T love the 28 Dhays Later films, T like
zoumbies that rum. F'ronet 2 huge fan of zombics
that stagger. [ lowe Dead Spowe_ [don't necessarily
gin forr the kitach, comedie side of things, [ need to
SR T gfore condenit h:.fl‘_'m:_' T« LTt '|n|.|;d'|in;|.5
bt ot does work well wath Homenn, b there's
enoiigh balance, But Taeed my sombies o mun!

They vis g vy
[EIRET: e
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“I don’t necessarily go for the kitsch,
comedic side of things, I need to see my
gore content before I can start laughing”

Are any plens in mnh"nnjuraﬁmrrﬁ {hatpost?
Wiall, never say mever,, T thimbk see'se gt am
miteresting storylime for a fowrth mamae, 105 just
wehen we woild Gt it in dinry wase, becmese we've
got plenty of other stuff going on. T'd love m have
snother crack at it We'll see if peopke enjoy the
third il

T wery miuch wanted to make a fily that
people would engape with. There's nothing worse
than secing a film you have high expectations for,
but which doesn't deliver what vou wanted. Tt was
very much a decision on my behalf to malke a film
that T would enjoy and that wouldn't pretend wo be
anything else. I think with a sufficienty high body
coint and gore and a hard a5 nails leading man, 1
diowr't thinde yeu can qay that ic's not delivering

What dre yeni mﬂ{@'ﬂi nexi?
Wiz ot sl pmi:u,'ﬁnn hae R, Wit j1|~:|
done a flm with Andrew Mocdonald from 28 J:Irjl'r':'.

Fater ealled Srmdune Cn Lagth, which T wag ome of
the producers om, 13 was Arabella, We produced
that wath TMA, 50 thats cormimg, out i October
aned getting o theatrical release, Wie're doing some
T stuff, which wall be out quaste soom, 43 far as
dirﬁ.‘!im!; s comcermied, Tm working on a theller
st in the Scottish highlands ealled Breed, which
15 an action-packed chose movie, Tts very exciting
Fingers crossed that will shoot at some point next
vear. Basically, take an Outpost movie, add a bipger
budget and some helicopters and you've got Breed -
with added zomibies,

T very much want to continue in that kind
oof mvould; T thimk when you make your first film
vou've got to set out your stall as to what you incend
v do further dowmn the line. Tm very proud of
Critpoat 3, and of e franchise. K1
Clertpaat 3 Bige Of The Spetsmarz will be out toueaards
Ih:mdﬂfﬂ'c.l‘ﬂbc'rurl VT arid Vaden i Disrnand,
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NAZI ZOMBIES: THELOWDOWN

N IS FOR NAZI ZDMBIES

The horror! Our guide to six of the best (and worst) Third Reich flicks...

REVENGE OF THE ZOMBIES

1943 Mirector: Steve Sekely
Rating " FE9T

A yvoung John Carradine plays mad scientist
D Max Hednrich von Alberimann in this, the
i:nrlu:ﬂ: kreen Maxl sombie Glm. The
grieving scientist uses his skills to resurrect
his dead wife Lila - and then to create an
armiy of the dead fior Hitler. Released while
World War 2 was still vagang, the MNazis were
easy “po-to' bad guys in evervihing from TV
to superhero comics. At just over an hour
lomg, Revenge is a slight affair, and unlikely
to-trouble even the gentlest of soul's dreams.,

The zombies: Mot particularly scary. They
can talk, and don't really attack anyone in
the film. Deeply unimpressive,
Aleernotive tithes: The Corpse Vanished;

A Vinganca dos Zombies

I F

OUTPOST

2007 Director: Steve Barker
Rating e

A squad of mercenaries are escorting a
busines=mam through Easterm Enrope when
they stumble upom an old outpost (the chae
is in the title) containing Mazi relics... Bad
things folloe: (utpost makes the most of its
Tovwr baaclget and wems the sdewesr over wath
amixture of decent charocterization and
haunted house chills. It's a slow build, ot
the zombies themseles are effectively
seary, Oeripast 2;: Black Sen folloved in 302,
while the prequel, Rise Of The Spetsnatz,

mioves the series into war movie territory

The zombiess Tough ad brotal Mas
super-soldiers, There's very little thats
camp o funmy about these guys,
Alternutive titles: Mone

WS CO.UR

1977 Thrector: Ken Wiederhorn

Rating: e

John Carradine returmed to the genre some
34 yvears laber ina far more impressive
offermyg that properly kick-started the Man
sombie sub-genre. Rose, the onby survivor of
a diving expedition gone wrong, tells the
eerie tale of her encounter with the Death
Corps - a growp of sojgry Nazi soldiers who
were experimented on to becomie deadly
aquatic zombies, Mot a great deal happens,
Tt Peter Cushing i predictably wonderful
i an 55 officer haunted by the ghosts (or,
er, sombies) of his past,

The sombes: Be-gogeled and menacing, the
Death Corps are gemunely serie figures.
Alternative tithes: Abmost Human;

Death Corps

20K Director: Tommy Wirkola.

Rating: L 4

The best known of the recent Nazl sombie
fihms, this Morwegian horror comedy
unexpectedhy gathered steam becoming
something of a cult hit. Director Tommy
Wirkola talees a similar tonal approach to
Shenn Of The Dead, keeping things
sdmirably straight-faced while also being
penuinely hilarious in places, Plus, there are
soiee workderfully pruesome kills that
Peter Jackson would have been proud to
inchude in Braindead.

The pembdes: The boots, the armbands, the
works. Theres no doubting that these guys
are full om Mazi bastards - and pretty scary
oo, with great mealke-up.

1982 Thrector: Jess Franeo
Rating: TET

This flaccid tale of treasure unters who
hivve o in with the living dead i a duall,
ploddy effort, low om the trashy verve thai
Franco usually brought to his movies, On the
phus side, the desert setting looks good, and
there's a hillariowsly leery prologue where
twn bra-les beauties stumble across Third
Reich artifocts, Subtlety wos never your
strong point, was it Jess?

The zombies A bunch of Afrika Korps
undead, If there were zombie top trumps
these would get points for rarity.
Alternative bithes: LA blme Des Morts-
Vivants {franslation: The Ahyss Of The
Living Dead); Bloodsucking Nazi Zombies;
The Treasure Of The Living Dead

20006 Directors: Peter John Ross,
John Whitney Rating: =~ T00%

Drreadful tithe, dreadful flm, Nazi zombies
created by vour typical mad scientist rub
shoulders with a slightly shonky werewaolf
in thiz bowe-budget paranormal war

v, Flinving nio money doesnt
mutomatically make it a bad film, of course,
Mo, it's the terrible acting, crushingly
tedious plot and underuse of the wombies
themeselves that do that. Tn faimes, this
wias originally tithed Forrors OF War
{downplaying the zombie aspect) so mayhe
it's the marketing thats to blame.

The zombies: Ignore the DVD cover art -
there are only a couple of the blightersin
the film amd they're not hugely scarmye
Abternative tithes: Horrors Of War

THE &<Z OF ZOMBIES &9
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e e tesLCALWAYS Of Creating VOUr-OWIL Z0IT
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ant to bulld your very own Army of the
undead? Mways dreaming of the day
the decensed finally rise so you GRn
ppend your days perfecting hendshots
and seavenging for food ingtead of
working at your ocrappy job? Zombie e e

igs have tha AREWET. 2002
‘q;avam.-n‘.l of them, in fact. Broadly speaking, [ ",l

=

-

-

= as in Resident Evil
-

=

= to oreate mows top seoret
B2 {ho movies suggest there are Lwo ways - What youtll need: An enor
-

-

—

——

=

—

4 by hundreds
a zombie: using selenoe, oF We e “ﬁ;'n?::t::: of underground lnbuT?tt“;i:r::tﬁ?a y
th there are bankrupt = *
-Ert;::: '::Eﬂﬂfi?hlnﬁfrfnuna. The arigise uitth& ?:i:::::lsf cuccess: Siin to none, It7s Just
the alma an
dead in the movies range froa not going to happen.
itﬂ:fah;r seientifie to the im probably h:;];'f:' How ﬁ: woTks: Yﬂu'ji-i“““% :g::lz:u;r;zﬁat
kickstarting the apoch v t internations
31‘: ;:fﬂ.?ﬁgft a::d a handful of magle herbs and ;iulr'g;::]iuaal if you want to cop¥ the way
£T

rombicgl = Fesident Ewil. The
Jet*s get started. Here are 13 ways to make 8 zoabies wero axeatod 10 L | vely profitable

apgording to the movies... tmbrella Corporation, areated the T-virus

tical company,
m ih“:;%ﬂ:? an effort to cure 8 nan—spanﬁiad
ﬂ,ﬂ = dzgtnerniue dia;::;. Ti;;::&jhul::::;;““ing
too well. Eather
;:-iﬁ:,—dn:ﬂa. it reanimated the M‘:l 111; e:::l'e?d
ulakly from on
E. ; ‘? o na i g qlnd oould eVen oross

Pﬂ'.[" EQn +a the “‘ﬂ ¥

boundaries. )
HP?I'uhi::gh it*d be an efficient zomble-making

k., actually
if wou sould et it to Wworks
Use voodoo, a i P g.iruh and development on that E::I.L.a
(1932) » 88 in White Zombie doing restEll 11 of & lot of time, effort an
- el congidering the various am azing

B e dleine ean do, reanimating the

What you'll need: Some ssoterip i thinge modern @4

- £
and & Voodoo for Dummies guide, ~oents aad still seems & little way o
vhnances ol Sud a8 I‘t’“ a nﬂh“d ‘H‘.‘I-ﬂt'
baen around for centuries, so it%s nhnu-:l -

as tried-and-tested _'_'_‘—'—-—-—-_._._________
el gl sked as you're going to get.

arguably the firat
zonbie movie, voodoo master Murder f:.::ndre
used aroane potisns to ereate mindless
slaves to run his sugar mill., While he
d4idn*t share his sxaat reaipe, chanecesa
are Legendre used traditional zombie powder
ingredients like human remainag, ground
glaas, herbs, and a pineh of ta{mdut-ann

= a kind of neuratoxin deri T
paffer fiah. ik

Once a vietim has in eated the
they'll go into a kind da? trance, ‘:idr:;urue.
accept whatever instrustions they're
given without complaint. Tdeal, if you nead
Bomesone to taskle thosze menial taske around
the house you never quite get round to

If you are intending to becone an -n:i:l.
voodoo master, though,; it*g probably beant
not to broadeast Your intentiona by namin

Youraell something like “Murder
L ”
Not exactly subtle, is it? it

WHITE Zomes e
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Use e:tra—tﬁrraﬂtrial pathc-gsens, as in
Night Of The Living Dead (1968)

What you'll pped gamething thatfs been to apBcey

preferably Venils.

rpanoes of sucoeani nle
HASA, 1t?s not leoking good.
How 1t works: It?s never
in either Night Oof The L
its sequels (DawD af The Dead, Day of The Dead,
Land Of The pead, Diary af The Dead and Survival
of The Dead) hov the zsombies aotually came into
peing. But thers ape enough hints that we can
guess = it looks llike & myeterions gpage Virus is

o hlames

The =0UTEe of the alien pathogens (oF posaibly
axtra-taf restrial radiatio
which has been wrought ba
arbiting Venuls#s Whateaver
there in apRoe 1= enough to cause the dead to

rige. Guites now it works ign*™ olear, put if you're

s you know agmEane at

patuslly sonfirmed
iving Dead nor any of

it encounter gd out

n) i= = HASA satellita,
& down Lo parth after

not bothered about the exact meahanisms, you
pould maybe glve thias a go. The anly problen is

getting hold of something that’s been in space
et infeoted; moon rogks p:r-:-hah:l.:.r

lang enough 0 &
won* out its

yhat you'll need: AcoBss
for the military to he developing & project that

Steal & segret military experiment, &

&5
Stefhe Return Of The Living pead (1985)

to military aeprets. And

\

areates sombies in the first place.
chances of puooessl pgcording to the movies,
the military does stuff like this all the tima,

a0 maybe not too ghabby.

How it works: Written by Night Of The Living

Dead oca—Writer John A Bus

go, this film suggests

that the gombie guthreak 10 Night was aotually

the result of B military experiment gongd WTOTZ.

parrels and attempted to

but the parrels and up =i
gupply warehoussé. Inevitably, pomeones Opens

hat peanimates the
gealed 1t 81l up in
dump it in 1andfill,
tting in & medical

)

one af them, unleashing woth the gambie-makKing

gas and & pooel reanim

anather outhresk.

atad corpasy gpausing

If you have to gtart from aoratoh, developing
aomething like 5- §-5 trioxin won'™ be eBa¥s
put maybe sOmE top seoret military lahoratory

has already started work

i15 really did creat

anything's posaible.

on it? After all; the

nge Agent OTang®s L]

|TOP SECKE: 1)

single g .
Top of
e e el e
do 88 if your're g of method yo e ou’re & gon
. Infgll af olvi E't-E'rn_{nad o uri] 'E‘ni'.:r vant ar.,
re &h-?ﬂluteh, Il.ha:.sw,.;i:,ﬂ1I =35 cause the
::Elly ha PEI"_EUUHBIEEE at hwﬂ'ﬂ raga zombieg
ound killing :::d]_:n a ‘“F:z::rk’ and can*t
Ple. & exoept ¢
un
Find cursed N
azi Eﬂld as 1
Dead Snow {EDD 9} ¥ n

What yourll nead: A metal deteotor
: spade, and some fairly 1Il-l:h:pt-h'
tngleﬂg—a of the strategies used by
g Jermans in World War II. Plus a
]E;ft]r dozse of luck.
ances of sucoessi AlM =
proof, assuming you ni:i-: nf:i:]i:m
‘hrﬂ._ﬂura in the first place
How it works: Absolutely no ;
selentific or magical expertise i=
needed for this one: to summon Nazi r
zombies, a1l you have to do is find
a cache of cursed Nazi gold, and
ateal it. It doean™ even h.!-:l'l to
be & mAazsive amsunt of treasures
acecording to the movie, a single gol
goin should be enough to attract i
the vengelful corpaes of former
55 gfficera. The only tricky part i
finding the gold in the first placms
go do your research and try to finli
gome chacure Buropean village that
:;a socupied by the Germans durin
aﬂ::r —‘tl:.mn get digging. E
o you've found your gold
fiiving it away to people ;.rug: ui;n::!
ke and let the undead take care
of your enemies. Nake sure to kee
a chainsaw handy, though, just iI:1
cage you need to defend yourself 1 [
the prooesg. o .
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Hand out contaminated
beer and ice cream, as
in Wasting Away (200T)

What you’ll need: Beer, ice cream
and a digpearded barrel of toxio
wagte, That last one is likely to
be the most important.

Chances of succeaat Probably
pretty good, depending on your
marketing strategy.

How it works: Here's ancther
pntan'hia.',l,:l,_f effeative delivery
gystem for your zombie-making
toxins: beer. In Wasting Away, the
employees of 2 bowling alley decide
to make beer-flavoured ice cream
by emptying the contents of a-hesr
barrel into the Mr Whippy machine.
nfortunately for them, the beer
was contaminated with a kind

of radicactive serum = ancther
government science project gone
wrong — and the congogtion turned
them inta the walking dead.

Tt?s worth mentioning that
although, in this instance, none
of the kids noticed that their beer
was green and juminescent, people
are generally relustant to consume
neon food. If you're going this
route, maybe try marketing it ag
a limited edition brev or something,
to allay suspicion.

ﬂ“ﬂ-’ TOMBIES
T
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PLAGUE OF
THE ZOMBIES

Hammer time! Will Salmon looks back at the
horror studio’s sole brush with the walking dead...

ust tvw years befiore Romsero Dracela .”rirlr'c'{J.Ir_ﬂlur?.'m-.-'.-:._ i sl amchienes And The e, and browght a strong sense of earthy
revodutioni<ad the sombie movie nisticing the simvilamtes, Ay to this ik,

with -"-'J,a_.efrr [ Thae .f_l't-'ing Pheerd, The filnrg ezt imeluded several well-Emown Crpposste hMorell wis a fantastcally ey
horror oy Fhmmmer wnlesshed narmes, Andded Worel] ool the part of the heroi Johm Carson as the el Squire Clive Flamilion,
The i'?'u'crgrn:' {.I:Ir_’l".rh:' Foarmbiis, Bt Sir Jamees Forbes, a somewhat grumpy bat resolate Ererm of vodee amd commanding of saee, Hamdlton
dhespite it only being a gap of a few is the films darke heart, amd Carson i wonderful
yenrs, it feels hke it could hmoe in thie role

Beringgingg an mmocence to the Gl Gof hoared)y
stellar acting shill =) was Diane Clare gs Forbes”
daughter, Sybvia, According to Jacqueline Pearce
[ Blake's 75 Servalan, inher first major filn role),
Clare and Morell didn's get on, with Morell
miaking lictle effort to hide his dislike.

The filmi was primarily shot
at Hammer's beloved Bray Studios,
and sprawled over all four stages
and the back lot. Location work
was also done at Black Park in
Buckingharmshive, Chatham
Cornmion, Frenaham Pomds
in Surrey and Cakley Court

i Berkishire,

WORKING IN THE TIN MINE..

TE% i I-'||n11_l.I ol filaa, T .l'-'fu.-:ﬂa:
{J,l-ﬂn-'.}fn.lmi'.u'n:'.-'. Yo conald malee
1.':|'|iﬂ argnmeenls :|l:-|_1|1| H |n|_"|-: :_:-r
pace, mnimal wse of 2ombies aind

been decades, Sure, Night was shaot
in cheapo black and white, and
Plagre in glorious colour, but it’s clear which one i=
amodemnist classic - and it ain't Plage.
But we comie ot to bury The Plague
Of The Zombies (if vou'll pardon the pun),
bt to celebrate it. Sure, it%s old fashioned
and mired in recycled Hammer tropes
{the sturdy rationalist hero, the evil
aristserat, the heaving bosoms), the
plot doesn't make a huge amount of
senae and the zombies’ best scene
ia, eather disappointingly, o dream
sequenco. Bt i also wonderfully
nln1|:_:q.~:|_'||'||:_'ri|:_'. |_1|.*.'||.|.Ii|"||||}' |_|'||11|:_'|_|

nnn;l |'|'i_|.¢|'|'|:.'1_'nl |_~1'|ni|1|'np_'.

UNLEASHING THE PLAGUE

The: first .-a{'ri'pl fiowr Thae .l'-'.ru.q_ﬂu:

{J,l_"l"nln:' Farmbres I'._I|'||:_'n1i1'||.11

Horror I'_'J'I'-'n".ru' 2 f'.m:s_] Wi

W ke T2 |_1:."F'|_'-I1_'1' Brvam

and submitted to Universal the

folbovaring vear. Additional work

was done on the seript by producer

Anthony Hinds, but it wasn't undil

the summer of 1965 that it entered

production (July 28th to be precise],

directed by John Gilling - one of the

final films im an impressive career that

included hits like The Pirates Of Blood River

and The Shadow Of The Cat, both for Hammer.
Gilling had an, er, formidable reputation

and sornething of a temper, by all accounts, Having

been displeased with the tinkering his screenplay

for Hammer's The {ﬁlrﬁllrl Tl recetved, he insisted

-ﬂl.l.mh n1r_|l'i'.-'.'|1'ir_m r1_1r'i!:1 wilkan
SPOTLER ALERT: Famuilton has
raised the dead so that - dun dun
durrr! = they can work im his tn
mine). But that would be missing the
charm of the film. Yeah, i's a slow-
bumer, but it's also absolutely steeped
in a creepy atmesphere. Hamilton's plot
may seem prosaic and illogical —why
wouldn't he just hire a work foree from
the village? — but when have you ever Imown
the aristocracy i be giving with their money?
It tiess into the often-stated idea that the zombie
is a metaphorical monster. Hamilton is a staanch
capitabise, willing 1o sacri fice the poor for his own

o comtrol of the seript, finangial benefe Sure, taldng it liverally, it doesm'
The ."-'fu,l_.-m: O Thee Zombues was shot as Agure who s gradually drman ineo the mvsiery quuite stamd wp, bt in it oven spoolop wing 18

pirt of a1 four-filon package, and back-to-back with surroumding a tiny Cornish village Worell was making a iy direct comment about both class

The ?‘E'q:;-rn':-._ whhich G'i"'in;'; also directsd, Te shared .'||n|_':'||,|}' well krseoarn for |,1|.'|'_|.'i g D Wiatsom i i race, Famdlion s o white man ex p|-||_|iIi11_|.;~l

apeveral cast members with that film, a5 well as Hammers 1950 nl,lnp-mll'un o The i"n":.lurn.l'l!_'.lll_'T'nln-' i tiam cultare fior his own PELly mems,

a Cormish settingg, For that resson, the Gl was Hersheerlles, and for taking the tele mole inthe Ttz alzo full of some surprisingly dark

el |,|n||}' sereenied with the :ﬂrl:-m_l],' |_'|;:-n1p|-||;-1|:_'|,|. BRC: classie solence-fotion senal, Chagiermoss i adult moments, Poor Tir 'I'|'|n|,1n1p.-.|;_:-11 ['p|n:,1,'-,|.

s e mn ke
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W, whar 1 g re
L e ol el

by Brook Willizoms) has to look on as Forbes
decapitates his zombie wife, Sylvia is tossed fromy
ome baddy to another, in ascene that i clearly
beadinge wp to a gang rape, unil she is rescued

— a seene that was heswvily eriticlsed by the
REFC, The voodoo-style somibies nmy mot be
guite as threatening as Bomeno's fesh-muinching
minsters, but they e an eerie ot — especially

in the inesphicble moments when they lagh,
chillinghy, Tt also worth notimg just how effectie
Ry Asheon's make-up i The TAT and Bhi-ray
relenses may have deaem attention o some of
the joins, but these are sl scary monsters, and
certainby more effective than the vast majonity of
their contemporaries,

The Plague OF The Zombies might not be one
of Harmimer's big pictures, but it sits comfortably in
their second tier of underrated classics alongside
the likes of Straight On Till Morming, The Naroy,
Fear In The Night and Qeaternuzss And The Pit. Tt's
a classy horror filme Sure, it didn't revolutionise the
genire in the way that MNight Of The Living Dead did.
st a5 o ke etey inothe voodoo 2ombie :iu]!lﬁ'h:ﬁ."
its armart, effective and highly entertaining.

T i e ol s
10 & e sl

. sl ke

PIS FOR PLAGUE DF THE ZDMBIES

WHO DO VOOD0D?

Voodoo was the original
source of zombie troubles,
as these films demonstrate...

WHITE ZOMEIE (1932)

A Bela Lugost classic, The gombies here
aren't dead at all, bat people in the gorip of
a s amd the miluence of the el - and
subtly named - Murder Legendre,

KING OF THE ZOMBIES {1941}

Am interesting curio, this cne. These are
traditional veodoo zembies, but with the
acded twist that they are said to eat
human flesh - some 27 vears before
Night Of The Living Dead.

I'WALKED WITH A ZOMBEIE (1943)
Gereat fithe, great movie. Om the iskand
of 5t Sebastian, nurse Betsy Connell
enciimbers voodoo mites — though how
naich i real 15 plessngy ambignioes.

A remakee 15 currently om the cards

THE DEAD ONE (1961)

A comically bad zombie Mick that relocates
the vooloe =omibae to Touisiang, The Ydemsd
onE” 15 Jomas, lome-hoired sleve to his
mistress, Monica, Terribke dialogue is just
one of its problems,

THE SERPENT AND THE

RATMBOW (195848)

A rare post-Romers veodoo zombie tale
directed by A Mightmare On Efm Street's
Wes Craven. Loosely based on a true story,
this is creepy stuff - even if Bill Pullman
ism't the most charismatic lead.

]
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QUARANTINE™

Eeny

(AND THE [REC] SERIES)

SFX gets ready to zoom into a zombie apocalypse
unlike any other... By Calum Waddell

akiz the shaky-cam scares of such hil
horror Dick s the o Tealim
oldity Canrdbal Fialocaust (19800 and
thiz lonwr ket sneot-fest Thae Blair
Ttk ij:-:-r {1908}, Then add the
corpse-orundching camge of Lucio
Fula and George Romero, The end
result is the Spanish shocker [RECT,
a foreign frightener that seemed to appear from
nowhere and seared the pants off horror-hounds
frovm every corner of the planet. Released to
widespread acelaimn in 2007, and making Romers’s
similarty-shot Diary OF The Dead look decidedly
toothless in comparison, (R ECTwas the most
creative terror tithe to emerge from the land of
Aarnenios and fun in the sun since the heyday of
Jess Franco and Amando De Ossorio
Prior to [REC], directors Jaume Balagierd
and Paco Plaza had bees driving forces in the
1-it:i11_|.a; tichest ol Wlediterrme i macabee Both hod
I_:-I_'l."l'l sl pl.‘l}'vl_'n; with I!|'||_~'ir |_'|:_:-1||1I!1-_|."'\.' Fibax
production cutfit — the genre house behind
TLTll.'||.';1_||:_'r|:'|'.~; i rimrinp_’ I'_I-ﬂ-l."ri11_|.!;.~i The Namsloss
o 1) amaid nrlri'lh'JH'.'-i'\-'I'._lLH_'llJ aind Plazas msnacdlin
mmglEr-rnsh, Rormasia: The ['I':-'rqmr..ll'll'_.l' Fririd
L2004, With ﬂi‘]’-.'lf_l'.',_ howvever, the tar Rlmmaliers
I-n:_:-n:_'l_ﬁ:l |T1_1||:.'l.l.'r_u'_u,|. (k] i up :'||1|,|.1.'||:|.' I1LI!iL'|;,' s AT
before: within a vear of its release an American
variant was relessed, entithed Cuaerarbme.
Talk about a quick turnareund.
“We had no input into Juerandine,” lagghs
Plaza when SFX catches up with him. *We actually
found out about it on the mternet. One day Twas
surfing the web and T read that they were poing

RATED RECORDINGS

[REC] (2007) ratine: RRO®
[I:EI:] 2 [Em“:l Rating: §T00

[REC] 3: GENESIS (2012) rtin w220
llllﬂﬂ““"[ {!I]“B] Rating: §9ET0
QUARANTINE 2 (2011) Rating: eR®e®
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to remabe [TREC! i America, T saad to Jaume, Tho
sivi kenoaws amythang: about this? And b todd me he
had noiden [lawghs]. Soowe called our producers:
at Filmas and they told uz that they had sold che
righits, W went on location towhiere they were
shoesting Crrarentine and the cast and crew were
very polite o us The producers took ws out to
dinner but that was a5 far as the process went. But
I have still never watched it”

I the original [REC] news reporter Angela
Vidal {Manuela Velaseo) and her cameraman Pablo
(Pablo Rosso) document the outbreak of a living
dead disaster in an aparment block that is quickly
cordened-off by local authorities. With no way of
escaping, the survivors band together to batde an

the first, This iz why it i3 about the parsmormal and
About being posseassed — wae didn’t want ansone
sanime it was about 2ombdes any more, Like a bol
of hormor s T am a bugee fonoof The Exorerst. Te s
A gerend meae, a great novel aid a great classie. T
proviad to be a fountaim of msparation to [REC 27
Balagmert concurs, addimg that it was never
hiz intention for [RECT to be viewed ns an seoount
of walking-careass creepiness..,
=T fielt that at the end of the first (REC]
we miade it clear that the infected people were
possessed,” he saya “There are litthe clues in there -
voul just meed oo watch closely. We really waneed to
miake people svrare that there was more to this and
that the story was about demons and not zombies”

“All we ever wanted to do was make the most
terrifying movie possible. The origins of [REC]
were just chats about what would scare us”

g 0 U'I-'I-:ul-n1r_u.'i|1|.';. '|_1||:_:-|_ui|-.~:p|_~1.l.'|'n;; vmdend CHTES
I|'|.'|I!. with OTiE l:-'il!l.' oar .q{'r.|1-q_'|'|.{':1|1 |n1n1|.'L|i:|11_'|_l,-
!.'pn_*-mlﬂ'u.*ir mfechion, Az .5.||1|.';|_'-|:'| sl bl raalke

it through the night they gradually move up o the
top floor of the pvermum building snd discover that
possession by a supematural entity is behind the
macabre metamorphosis taking place among the
residents. Ina final, freaky coda, an oversized ghoul
pulls [RECTs heroine to her {presunved) deom.

GENRE-BUSTING?
Received, and marketed, as a zombie film, [REC]
actually belongs to a sub-genre within the trend
that fecuses on mfection rather than grave-
straddling shambling corpses. Either way, [RECT
proved to be the most intense and unpredictable
entry in flesh-feasting lore sinee Bomero's Dy OF
The Dead hit sereens in 1985
And rake ng miscake: that iz high praise.
"The firet film weas not 2 sombie movie -
[u,*l,lp]l_‘- i|,|.-.1 ganar it that WG arELES Plaza, "We set
ot o o meede abowt infected people and, in the
segquel, b explain the origin of that infection, Tn the
first o we comme up with some possible conses
—w indiented it could be demonic possession.
T |'I|.‘i|-.'1'_ﬁll'_" we wanited o #0 Ve furtherin this
direction and make a more fantastical movic than

|11|_||.'|_~d. hn-.rinj.e;{l.l.']'u_ﬂ |'||:_'r I|'||;_':.' l.l.'nnh:_'l_l
1|:_:-|:_:-1'1'u_1l_] 1'|||:||,|.|:_' | n'u_wil." thai 'fr_;lh:_:ﬂ.l.':i i I|'|n|_'
I'u:_:n:_:-1.~.11_'p.w.' ol Fubia aid Bomaero, 1::1|:'|_|.e;11|.'n:_':- anad
Plaza :_:-'pll.ﬂ fiow i TP-tma '.'.'i1'|'|ll'.|iI f-.'{.','.E {200,
Tmw thee mterin, {..lrm.'i.'nrr'ru: hid 'pn|_1'.-1:_'|,|.n R0 HLERLT
suecess ot the imternational box office - thanks to
the amount of subtitle-phobic fear-fans that still,
unfortunately, exist. Whilst moest recent horror
rernakes at least try and do something different,
the most curiows aspect of Qierantine is how
similar it is to the eriginal ternplate — to the poine
that anyone who has already seen [RECT is likely oo
lose interest quite quickly

TAMING THE BEAST WITHIN

That said, in comparison to [REC] 2, (harentine

i5 a masterpiece. Alas, the Spanish sequel is more
achlock than shock thanks to the decision o evole
Catholic dogma and reduce the tension of the fiest
filr it Coe |_1-|'_|.=, |r_m:|.e; Rikhical |_1-1||T| —m which
the .-a:_-1,'-n1i|1|.';|],' mdestructble sereen denizens

are revenbed to be 1,'3'\.'”:,' tameei: i1|.~.'| prl,u,hu;r.'l
crucifiz, o few MNear Testamsenl Passges sl soe
'|-||.||_|,- woler, [”E'il'l1:'|||,"'|].', thie litve between athe=
md ordained 15 _I-:‘.'l.1i11_l-t o make all the difference

i I'l,"j.e:?lrd!i tor whether or not ﬂi‘!—.'l;'_:'_n' 2 pl:l],'r; ot A
G OF CRBEpi.,
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“T dionet ke it you have to believe in God
and the Devil to enjoy the film™ ponders Plaza.
“I think that because of films like The Crren amd
The Exorcizt, audiences all srownd the wordd are
in touch with religious ioona like the erecifix and
derons and so om. T think it &8 very ensy o adentify
with that. T am a Cathalic bat T do mot think von
neceszarily meed to be one 1o be frightened by
{RECT2, Fowener, if vou are a believer then il
protably will belp vou enjoy 1t more [bugghs]”

Oleaously sowame that this miaghe not play
ot 50 well inmone secular societies, the makers
of Qreraraniine 2 (2001} opted for a breaksearsy
story in which the zombie-plague infests an
seroplane on a late night domestic journey,
and then am airport. Despite debuting on TV,
and boasting comparatively cheap production
valwes, this sequel-to-a-fairly-redundant-remale
is surprisingly sprightly — with sone inspired
plasma-spillage, a couple of solid jurnp-scares
and likeable characters. In dropping the found-
footape aspect of the franchise, Cherrantine 2 also
anticipates the acdon of [REC] 3: Genesiz (2012)...

ONGE MORE, WITH FEELING

“Tt was a challenge to keep everything fresh)”
mamntains Balmmeerd, “5o we decided to malke

omie e [ REC T movie each — T am divecting the
foarrth ome s Paen did Gersesgs, Woith the third amd
fourth mardes we agreed that we could mot pash
the format of shaloy viden recordings any further,
We enjoyed expermentimg with this m (REC and
(RECT 2 but after doimg the sequel we wanted to do
somathing different”

Set in the midst of 3 wedding reception,
which takes place concurrent to the events of the
first film, [REC] 2 is another disappointment -
dihuting the jolts of the original cuting even further
and largely playing the plot for lsughs. After the
wsual viral violence takes hold, there is an amusing
aside in which the matrimonial videographer is
told to tum his camera off (an acknowledpement
of the far-fetchied concept that anyvone would film
suech freak events in the fiest place) bue, other
than this, little in [REC] 2 s inspired. Leading lady
Leticia Dalera, playing an eapecially brutalised
bride, makes for o sexy "seream queen” henine
|::-1|I |'||;_'r r\-|_1||:_' |_||.|.'i|;_'|: |].' wmaunks to |'i|!11|: e than
'I'.-'||_|1-:-|-|:_'|11.-'|||:_' ermpowETment, 5|_|1'|_'-:_ .-.'|'||_'- LS [o v up
a chonesar sind o dovn some morauders, ot
r_ml],' whilsl |'|:'||_|nlin_|.e; hier Nesh aacd ||:_:-|:_:-'|-:'in;|.e| lilee a
chichéd icon of Goth-chic,

Mevierthebess, by the time fﬂ!—.'l'.:.'_:'j COmes Lo
an end, the scene has been set for another sequed...
“MREC] 4 will be the last one™ reveals
Balaguerd, *The full tith: is [RECT 4: Apocalypse and
it will continue the story of Angela Vidal. Tt brimgs

everything to a conclusion. As with [REC] 2 we
finally have the action taking place outside of an
apartrent. It is a lot of fun to expand this universe”

Unbelievably, when it makes its world
premiere at the 2002 Sitges Film Festival this
October, REC] 4 will mark the sicth mwonde — in
Just seven years — b0 appear in this most unlikely of
horror meowvie ropthologies.

Whether or not one regands the fast-moving
monsters of the varioas ,fili‘I-.'l;'_.'.' maEtalments tobe
“indected”, "pqm.l;.iw.,l" or il,L-.1 |;||.'|in okl :.':|_|n1|::-'i|_*-.~;,_
ome thing is for sure — these bombastic Barcelona-
b chillers have beft a permeable pow-print on
splatter cinerma,

AN v ever winted o do veas make
the most terrifying mode possible” concludes
Balaguerd, “The origins of [RECTwere just me and
Paco - mlking sbout what would scare us)”

Thanks for the nightmanres, guys

. sl ik
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In 2005 - with Land Of The Dead about to be released -
Ian Berriman spoke to the undead legend himself

ecting George Romeros is kinda
intimidating Not because he's

a seary fella — dear me, R Yiou
contldin’t hope to meet a nicer guy.
It's partly Becavse he invented
the sormbee gere as we know

it {Georg introghaced the vital
element of lesh-eating), Tt's

sl i imestimctive hgmam meae om0 the mom's
tovreringt presence — the direcior stands aboual
& 5 tall, Hes o gaant in both senses of the wond

After several yeors off the mdar, Romero iz
back in the spotighe thanks to the fourth entry in
his Devrd sagn, Land OF The Dead, Tts merely the
latest Jeg of A journey that began in 1967 when
Romiers was knocking out ads for toilet cleaner and
washing powder in his native Pimsburgh,

“T'd abarays been passionate about film,
and we started a production company that did
commercials, industrial films and the like. Sowe
had the equipment and we said, Why don't we ory
to rnake a real movie®"

The reault was the horror clasaic Night
O The Liviegg Dead, a Bleak tale abowt the dead
imewplically rising from their graves and besieging

an isolated farmhouse, One can't help imagining
what wrould have happened if George and his
buddies had made a different film. 18 there an
altErnative umiverse someawhene where George
Romero zn't synomymions with zombies?

"k T gure thire i somsewhere gal
there! Thie frse Gl wee tried to ke was not 2
haorror film, Te was this wery higgh-mamded, almiost
Bergmamesgue thing, a sort of comimg-of-age
mowvie, medieval perod, And noone understood
sehant wre weere trvimgg o do! Soowee saidd, Waell, why
don't we try something that's more commerzial 7™

Might was shot om the cheap using whatever
resources Romers and his pals could beg or borrow,
in between cormmiercial jobs

“Tewas a labour of love. We had no money
and we were relying on the kindness of strangers.
We didin't knowy we were up against impossible
odds. Had we, we might not have been as bold!™

The main lecation, for example, was a
farmhouse swaiting demolition, which had no
runming watee, After 18 howr shoots, Bomero skept
o gite to probeet the camera equipment.

T wns real ;.awn-illu wulf, Hviny; i thal
I":|1111'|'|r_u.|.m_= .111|,|. 1'|'|i11|:'inp_' up I|'|n|_= AR ST, .I’n.nu;l RELE

“The first film we tried to make was not a
horror film. It was very high-minded, and
no one understood what we were trying to do!”

finished it entirely in Pictsburgh, Tn those days the
mews was on film, so cities the size of Pittsburgh
hiad film labs. Soowne literally finished dhe film ac
home, threwr icin the trunk of the car and droee it
s Mo Work" George grins at the memory of his
vouthful narseey, “Tust babes mthe woods! Wie just
b 1o sl wehne wee were pettingg mto!™

Urver the yemrs, I".':ghr hag peersed o bor of
seripus-minded aeademic readings, Strikingly, the
filim has a Black hero, Ben, Hes often mterpreted as
representing the Crdl Rights manrement.

=yl Dyeme Jomes [who played Ben| st
happened tobe san African-American, He was the
best setor from samong our friends, sowe said,
Truane, vour do it!, snd all we did was not change
the seript. And I'mi not sure that was right! T chink
we probably should have referenced it T think we
missed a theme there, which is that sometimes
an individuwal im a minoricy might see things more
clearly imsomne ways, but in other ways a bit more
harshly, and maybe over-react, s0 I'm not even sure
that that was correce™

Which isn't to say dhat MNight OF TTee Living
D wasn't comeerved with any big ideas

“In our minds we were making a Al chat
RLIHES .':h_u.ﬂ n:'-'l;ﬂuliq:-n. A 1'Ii:|.!::|'ll W w1_11,:|||_:|j1,:|xl gl
arand amd bullshar, and of eourse we noticed the
'il_:ll;_'il |:_:-|'1'|'||;_' dl;_'.'\.'lmld ir_m 1_1F I |'|1_= ‘r.':m”:.' |.|1'|i1, jll'h;_l I|'|n|_=
ey ol rewelytion, Wie wiere all p-i'b:wu;_l o, Wi all
1'|'||_||.|.pd'|l e " ViR RO :_'h:lnpﬂ: 1_-1.r|:1'_l,'!'|'|i1'|].;
—angld |_||'-|_'|:_:-1|'r.m_=!|'||_"_l,' e, Seva 1o ol that sl »

TE THE &=F OF FOMBIES



‘_,'
“I’'m not very optimistic - I don’t like the
odds! It’s who you hang out with, isn’t it?
That’s all you can do, pick your buddies”
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probably erept in subconscioushy But basically, we
were trying to make a horror film, a thrill ride?”

I 1978 Hormers folbomaed wp Néohis with
Drrwers O The Pread, which sees a group of suravors
taking refuge in ashopping mall, where deey
disecover that this all-vou-can-take poradise is
moverely a gilded cope, The Alms anti-comsumienist
messae has made it equally popular with
academics, Thoes it amase George that people write
Phs okt bz zombae Alms?

ST dloesn 't makee me Lggh — moacweay i0s very
Matteringt To the first Glm it wasn't s comscions;
none of the other ones that Tre done have been
quite as inmocent, T decided somewhere alongs
the way, during Dawm OF The Dead, Tam, T might

RATING THE DEAD

NIGHT DF THE LIVING DEAD (1968)
Rating: 9999

Yo al ready ka this one, Wight Of The
Living Dead is stmply a masterpiece, Crafibed
on a minimal badget at the fag end of the *60s,
it changed the shape of horror cinema forever.
Bt abowe all else, 'H".I-:julrt i alamm RCATY e,

DAWN OF THE DEAD (1978)

Rating: 999

Roamero does it again wath a Al that's
arguably superior to Night, The gore is
ramped up, as is the humour, but it's the
expert skewering of consumer culture that
mmloess 1 sl o, A |11:|'\_-:h_'r|_'|i|_'t.'r, 1|r_|l'ju~_-:t of
genre cinema, but of Bhnmaking in general,

DAY OF THE DEAD (1985)

Rating: ""' '

Bomero's persoml Gvouribe, Day may not
have the purity of Night, or the wit of Dawn,
bt it's by Far the grimmest and most nihilistic
off the hexalogy. Bub the sombie provides a
degree of comme relief, bat he also cuts a tragic

fFigure ina film full of human croelty.

LAND OF THE DEAD (2008)
Rating: $999

King George returns after 20 years away from
the dead, with a heavy-handed but satisfying
action movie, Land 1% 1.:|r.'|1"|3.-':| pﬂ_lllm;l' af
parmmoid post-911 America, but it remans an
interesting and genuinely exciting film.

DIARY OF THE DEAD (2008)
Rating=9%4

The rot sets in. Diary ditches the mythology
of the first four movies and is set in the early
llil!."!i af the outhreak . The: -;l|_u;un1|_'nt:|r'_|.r '!il'_'.l']l;"
allowss for pot-shots at YouTube culiure amd
the internet. Unfortunately, it feels clumsy
and weeirdhy reactionary,

SURVIVAL DF THE DEAD (2009)

Hut’lnp:'.‘
U dear I‘l'-.";l.rr-l'."1'|:i{];f"||"i':|r: Masid had been
mmusde by amy other dhirector, # wonld have
been derided and forgotten. Coming from
George Romero, its crushingly disappointing.
The comedy iz ill-advised, the characters
unlikeable and the scares entively ahsent,

Will Salmon
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as well be way up frontwith it So then people
werote about ‘the hidden messages in Dawn OF The
Dgpd, M George roars with comedy exasperaton,
“They're not hidden! They 'me in vour faee! S,
people thowstht it was somewhen: undermeath, T
e, Giocl, b i yoarr fce oould i be? Toling
up in a shopping mall? Come on, guys!™

Grieorge doesn® see his zombie Rlms as secil
LIRS OF Sabire.

“They re mre snapshots, it's this s my
mvpressaom of whint™s gommg on o, amd ervimg 1o
put it into the films thematically, into the story And
ot the same time, stylistically = Daswn OF The Dead
lestiles liloe Sataerdioy Night Fever!”

Hang on, does itF We don’t remember any
undead guys strutting their stuff in wing-collared
white suits. You missed a trick there, George. You
should have put somie dancing zombies inid

“We should have done! But we didn't. We
had a pie fight, though™

The third entry in the saga, 1985% Day OfF
The Dead, was Romsero's snapshot of the Reagan
era It's set in an underground military bunkers,
where a group of scienists spend their dme
bickerng with a group of homieidal soldiers. T
probably Bomero's hlealkest vision of humanity,

“Te wans all about mastruse developangs,
mistruast not only im institutions but ineach other,
which seemed o me what was happenimg then,
People losmg fuith in not omly the govermment, the
military edweation, bat losng fith m each other,
Tt was the begminning of that erosion - ylanows,
every man for himself”

All three films seem deeply cynical about
human namure, In the face of dhe zombie threat,
instead of cooperating, people imvariably argue
ameongst themse bves and turm agaimst one anothen
So is Romero one of life’s pessimiszs?

T don't knaonar, man! Mo, T'm not very
optimistic. T den't like the odds! T kinda remain
optimistic, but T think it comes doamn to personal
choiee - it's who you hang out with isa't it? That'
really abowt all youw can do, plek your buddies. Yow

“B ik o gl e =r
Y

R i T Eraan o,
g I ol P el i

inpeeahie 55 e g S

can't phck yvour place of irth®, he smiles wryly,
“or o President, reslly!™

Bomens spent most of the last decele
attached 1o o succession of projects that never god
preentit, Between 1993% The Darf Falznd Fand
O Thie D, bee goe omee film made — 2000°% Broser,
A that woent strasght to viden While he was away,
thougdh, the box office success of mombie Micks
e his mame o “hot brod™ agein Which lead o
the film Romero devotees had been waiting for for
two decades: Land OF The Dead, a snopshot of the
post-0,11 landscape.

“Tt's mot just post-2,11," George cormects,

“T chinls it goes from August 2001 to the Trag war,
When T originalby wrote the first draft it was much
more about homeland problems - homelessmess
mand ATDS and ignoring the problem. Then @1
happened amd nobody wanted to towuch it, so T just
put it away for a while”

In Leprad OfF The Dead, a pocket of humanity
suriees protected on all sides by fences and water,
A privabesaed fewr live m o gdesmimg skeyseraper,

=M% about that whole period, immediarely
before 97 feclmg sofe — protected by water, And
then the water pets brenched — that's there, W
e the tower a lele taller,”

S imaes that surdved from the firs
chraft b sccpuimed et mesning since Tragg, like
the seenes of an armoured treck, “Dend Reclonimg”™,
cutting a BHoody swrathe through the zombie "hood.

“The truck was in the original script, images
of this armoured vehicle going through a lirle
village mowing people down, then wondering why
they're pissed off! That resonated more afterwe'd
seen the footage on CWNL.”

The must interesting thing about Land OF
The Dead is thar George's zombies are evolving
They learn to use weapons, and band mgether
under a leader, who seems to feel concern for his
fiellorar zorabies. [t seema like a radical reinvention,
bast Ceogirge Insiars dhat ics ne big deal,

bl | l.l.':1.~;1r!,'|'n;'_ tir dloy that enen m Dawse, evien
i|_|.-l I!'|'|n|_1|_||.';|'| 1|'||: '.l.'.-'lrdﬂjl_'ll.',' - t0 _|.e;'i1.'|_*-1|'||:n1 sOme
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“People wrote about ‘the hidden messages in
Dawn Of The Dead..! They’re not hidden!
They’re in your face! Come on, guys!”

character snd ereate that empathy for then, -'-.r.

|_‘|_.|_| -ides that's bette sothars a |I[[||. bir of choice”
And Day Of The Dead's starring zomibie was
Bub, who'd been d e perform sirnple tasks.
“Pubs was pry i
a hurnan's behaviour,
£y huawee esther ol

African Ame
humian — ki

well 1|n|.|.1 =iz '|n-,|.1'||-|1r1 l'.|l. |1'1 that Fm
" A has ||_.'||1].'.

people
svmmpuil |'||..1n|._1. 1th I!'|'||_u_ FUYs Ny
T :||1.'.'.'|].'.=: hzroe leen!™

The enchin
enched, The he
rhl*]- z-:-r-ﬂ:-i

iu.:r. r.hmlr.lnp, -1]-||_1.i

“Two things were on my mind: “What if this
is a big hit and they want another one right away?

[ of P& Mre & TW@ MEAC Tmhies
- b1l e . hm .

. Sl ik

I'd better leave this open-ended! Twas thinking
that I'll just do part two of the same 5 ;
I don't have anything else to talk about, |:- iti

- &0 Tl just follow: the or follow the zombies.
And if T neve ;

end on the
moTna resodve is s
lia cach othe .ﬂlll‘h&. af this is MEVer SN el
So Dwranted o pue a licte bit of that in dhere, just in
ok T et Tt |_1_l.' acah oF sonel |'|'in:|.£!"
"|'.'|'|.'|I!|:'.'1_'r does |'|.-'||:|'p|_'-1'| nexl for TRy A

'||||:|1'|||. nl ITI. || Cuagmirg, T|1. nexl
N .1_1.1|:|I!.'|I||_1n i S |:|1'||_n 'I-l.'ln}:"-;
il -:_'r_u.|.||.|.'|_'|n|_'I "his miEar r:l;'ri[d IRy}
there seems to be some interest ind

b, TF that™s the
. what can we |.'-'-.'|:u.'-;.':'5'

O it coubd be another zombie

path he t

LAWS OF THE DEAD

Can you have zombie hamsters
or not? Only Romero knows...

Dy you have set rules about how somibies
behave? I mean, how fast is too fast?

Oh, well, definitely the Dawn OF The Dead
remake is too fast as far as I'm concernied!

5o ia it like Olympic walling - do they have to
keep one foot on the ground?

Yeah, somnething like that! My joke is, “My guvsT1l
caloe out library cards before they join health
apad!” I'd rather develop them mentalbye

Jersd hovir fnl-ei?:'.gmt cifr !'ﬁl.'ly gl.'!?

T mgd |;|1|i1|:_' e hoiw i to jridd with i T don't
wennm o 'f'.'lc'l!_']nn:‘l_lru Mdin, w'|'||_'-1'|:1|'||::.' r|_'-.=||1:.'
e o !'i-l_l-l_'il_""l}'. T et kmonas of T wsmma #0 that far
- T rather '|-:|;_'|_'-'p1|'||:n1 a hetle chistamt, <o that

n |.=|:.bq' there's come |:u_|||:n|i.'||1|'||:n;_'. T o't wranl
I!'|'||:'r|| 1] |_'h:_' inw.1.=|n1'|:.'|;|.|_|n1i1'|:|1'|l 1haut ALy, Tt
touwgh to know quite howr far to gowath it so0 T'm
still wrestlimg with that a bit. But they do have to
learm o eat something else!

And aren't they all gorma disintegrate
eventually? The houmans should lock
themselves inside until they rot to bits!

Yieah, that’s an issue that nobody seems to bring
up! Why aren't their noses falling off?

Whatever the cause of the zombie outhreak is,
dveg if freat affect hurnans® (O are there sombie
cafs® Zombie hamaters?

That's another one that T herven™ towched?

U‘ri;:i n:l"].' i ."..l.'m'l!_':l||".|'i':h: Devred T had weritten a
seene where there were zombde mts, and Taas
spared havang to deal with it begaese it jus
e tonr |_'-'-:'|_'l|_'~11'\:i1'|_'-! S Ttk ot ot |'|.=||:||:\-'i|].',_
becaase T didn™t know if Twanted tobroach that
or nok. There are a log of things like that where if
Vo slop amd think Vi o, AL o mimgte!™
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What happens when Earth’s mightiest
superheroes face the zombie hordes? Cavan Scott
chats to Ex-Heroes author Peter Clines

neE they were heroes, eostumed
aclventurers who diefemdisd Tos
Ampeles from the forees of darkness,
Thet the gombie playgae hie, wipig
Evilisaniom as we knew it from

the: facie of the earth, The City of
Amgels became a Ciey of the Undead,
& vear after the fall of mankind,

the superheroes - The Mighty Dragon, Stealth,
Gorgon, Regenerator, Cerberus and Zexzap

— struggle to be symbols of hope, leading the
sursvors from their fortified hase, a former tilm
studio nowr enowm as the AMound.

Ex-Heroes, Peter Clines” tale of superheroes
viersus zomibies, was first released in 2010 by U3
publisher Permuted Press. Three vears on it has
spawned three sequels and a major deal chat sees
the series republished by Crowm in the TS and Del
Ry Books omn this aide of the pomd,

Wy Fleroes amd il '-H_'|:|I1I_"'| Ex-Perfrants had
Ealt upa Wl firn st ™ % p]:l'inn Oz, "

A o'

s Boridierois o nspEaina
for v-Heroas Sorof . NS

' ]
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“After watching Land Of The Lost I had
huge recurring nightmares about a puppet
T-Rex trying to break into my bedroom”

T was approached by agent David Fugate, To be
homnest, T told him T didn’t nesd an agent, but he
said hie believed in the books so much he'd work
on thiem for free to show what he could do™
Fugate took them to Crown, who were looking for
a Comic-Con-friendly novel, and the publisher
snapped them up, The fourth book in the series,
Ex-Purgatory, is published in October in the TV
and January 2004 in the States.

MARVEL BOY

Unsurprisingly, Cline is a self-proclaimed life-long
guipserhero dewotee. Gronaring up in Maine, New
England, the highlight of his week was a visit o
I|'|1_' |;1_1n1i-e; showe T Wik a j{'igimli{' u:_:-miq‘:i foma, T

| HAVE SEEN

THE FUTURE OF
HORROR FICTION,
AND HIS NAME IS
CLIVE BARKER. ..

ETEFFEN KING

THERE ARE MO LIVITS

had piles poad pibes of them,” Tn fact, when he was
Wy vears old, Clines’ famiby mioved to 2 new howse
and he was foreed o part with the majority of his
collection. “Within twio or three years, I'd just filled
the piles back up again” he remenbers.

Sowhat was the young comic-addict™s
Azvour of choice - the House of Tdeas or dheir
Diistinguished Competition? “Oh it was mosthy
Marvel” Clines admits. “T had a huge Spider-Afan
collection, starting from when [ was 107 He would
continue to buy the wall-crawding title for the next
30 yeara. YTt weas only four or five years spoowhen
Spider-Man sold his soul to the dewil o hring Aunte
Wl T ke toy il thae T I!|'|n|_1|..||.i:‘|'|l ST l|'|i:»'.r T'm chone
with S‘pidl:].'."

What was if that attracted Chnes to the
Tl.-Tip:h Iy Wharld ol Dlarvel® *Rlarewe] was a hetle
e O im'iﬁli_' r_|-1.'|:1-.:'|'|.“ 1]'||:. .'||.|.I'|'||;:-1' |:.:r|:||.'|'i|'u¢.
“Faren when Peter Parker sereveed up anel didintt
n;,'.:|1r.:|'| 1]'u:. u'i“:linrll'n.w s ;lle.'i i |'|n|_1'|:u: that
1]'|i11|..'|'ﬁ e e inj.f et ter. The Marvel Universe
always seemed a little brighter. Unfortumately,

T dom't thimk that holds any more, Mare] has naoar
beaten DC for having the darkest, most depressing
worldview there i

Of course Marvel hasn't always been
sweetness and light, either. In the 19705, Stan
Lee’s publisher powerhouse was churning
ot mowre than its fair share of graphic horror
eomics, from The Tomb Of Dracula series to,
appropriately enough, Tales OF The Zombie. Did
these black and white shockers kick off Clines
love of the undead?

“Pu;_:lu:lﬂ].- 1y Chrses says, "Horror COMIcS
ke of vamished i Ameries wihen Twas a kad,
There wers stll a |;,:-|_1'|,:|p]|.: ik Fiirmasse I:Jfﬂ-:l'_:,mrcrj-
fresm 'D{_f,bul I|'|1,'1.' eIl s b'ig'.'lﬁ bifore™ Mot
that Climes was o 'hi;{ horror fan sy, T ki
homest T was termfied l;,:-l':,:vl,'r}'lhirq{.“ b mclimnes,
iy i111:|.2'in:|li|_|n W B0 actve™

The first horror comides he resd belomged o
hiz uncle, and mcluded sm adaptation of The Prcture
Of Dorign Grey, "Tt geve me nightmares

W ST oo UK



for weeks! Then there was Land Of The Lost, a
shionar with litthe puppets. T had huge recurring
nightmares about a puppet T-Rex orying to beeak
irvto oy bed oo

The only thing that didn’t seem to break voung
Wlaster Chnest into ool d swest wasg o TV series thae
prides iselfl in sending children mumnimg behind the
sofa, T lonees] Docfor Who” he enthuses, T grew
wp 0 the middle of the Tom Baker era, which had
some real 1y creepy stulf, ke the ggants: Koynoad
plant monsters and the Fendahl, a great big
Lovveeraftian leech, Wieirdhy, T just didn't pereeie
it at howror. T thought of Doctor 1o meore like
Godzilla movies. You don't think of those as horrer
filrns although in retrospect the whole idea of
Godzilla marching through vour city is horritying,
Tt wras only kater, when T became a horror junlie,
that T looked back at Dactor Who and dhought, hey,
there's a lot of tervifying stuff in there”

Clines’ tuming point came at college when
a friend made him watch Hellraizer, A5 the closing
credits rolled, Clines was hooked and has been
a dyed-in-the-blood horror fanatic ever since. [t
wis omly biter, after a move to Holhreood and a
suceessiul Gareer az a prop man, serpbwriber amd
Joumahiat that Clines decided to combine his loae
of heroes in spandex with his mew-found pession
for the Irang dead. And it was all Marvels fnalt..,

“Tr 2005 WMarvel announced that they wens
bringing: out Manvel Zombies ™ Clines recalls,
“mdvertising it as a full Geomge Bomero-styke
zombic apoealypee within the Marve] Universe,
T thoughit it was going o be fantastic, a great
opportunity for the kind of heroism and bravery
thiat you just don't get in Marvel comics anymore”

However, the comic book proved to be
a disappointment for this particular long-term
Marvelite. “T kmow lots of people love Marvel
Zombies, but it felt like a huge waste of opportunity
tis mwe,” Climes shares. The book: wasn't the
somibices versus superheroes tale that Clines had
been expecting. The superheroes themsaelves
became the undesd and, even then, weren't the
I!mjil iuﬂ.‘ﬂ xlanﬂin}r. '.v.n:_:-m'hin:_'x, ]_'u.|1 mal |'||:_'r imil |:"i;|{|::n1,
1\'i.u:_'|;17||:'|-: in;u; pﬂ'ﬂmlt

Tt ddidin’t ke sence to me”™ he eontinues,
o dowes a zombae lite and infeet the Falk
i Thoe or Trom Man? Teweas biter 1_-1:'|_'|'|:|i11|:-|j
that the Seniry — whiach wss Mol 11'_l,'i1'||.=;lr_|u.|.|;_:-
Superman — got infected by the 2ombie virnus and
kit everyone else, but how did the zombies bite
himn in the first place?”

BACK T BASICS

Instead of merely ranting, Clines sat down with

a notebook and started seribbling notes of what

he would have done if he'd been writing AMarvel
Zombies: *That would have probably been it

but siz nonths Later toy girlfriend and T got a
bigper place and T finally got o unpack some of
these boxes I'd been lugging around for thirty
veara”™ Inaide, Clines found a heap of sketchbogls
containing all the superheroes he had irvented
ag a kid. “They wrere obvipushy the creations of an
11-!,'I_"'.-'Ir‘-l_lll,|. |'|_|'||1;rl.'l.'|ni.: all the basic hero archet Ve
b admies, “bat T realised that with o kit of 2 polish,
they would ot ensily intg the zombie superhero
story T v ld Fanne told”™ Clines did il 151 that,
wpdating his childhood heroes and throwing them
it the msddle of 2 2ombie cuthreak, “Refore

T ke wwhat had |'|:|'|_'l|:||,'|1|,'|,|. Tl weritten 200000
words of the first novel”

. sl ik

‘My 2 favorite things, zombies and superheroes’
NATHAN FILLION

PETER CLINES

-=-..'..'H_,“7' r - B j_ﬂ .hm”ua‘ “1”’7.':5"'{’"':“’“"““"1
® "UPETERCLINES % [SVPETER CLINES *
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3 IS FOR SUPERHERDES

Reading the Ex- novels, it's easy oo see
where Clines’ inspirations lie. “T was shooting for
the clasaic Marvel feel for miy heroes,” Clines says,
“not the current belief that dhe only way you can
have a coraplex character is ifyou screw them up,
Wy heroes weren't going to be drunk, wife-beating,
hrugs mckidbech, wear-searmed poedophiles, Thesy wens
gioing i b harmam, with feet of el bat stll heroie,
Mot everyome has to be Batman — there's nothing
wrong with husing a character who beliewves we
should be better”

MORALS UNDER FIRE

This hankenng for Silver Ape heroes is personified
im Clines” main protagonist = 535 Georege, aka The
Mighty Dragon. Clines wanted to show that you
could still have morally upright characters, the
kind of boy seouts everyone seems to think are old
fashioned and boring these days: “To me, the whole
idea that you can plunge somiesne with a strong
mworal code inoe a horrible situation like a zombie
apocalypse is fascinatimg, Wy first chought when T
heard of Marvel Zombies was what would Capeain
Armerica dowhen a family shows wp and wants

to gt into the safe z2one and the maum has been
bitten? Hoaw wiould Cap deal with it? Flowr does he

reconcile his moral code with the choices he'll hae
oo miake? There's no Wi g move ammy mmore.

When it carme o the zombies deemselves,
Clines immediately ke wwhich path e vas going
o filllonas, “Thesy re pretey much standard Romens
shulMlers” he reveals happily, “T've nothing sgainst
specdstier stomes, bat Tasanted my zombies to be
mindless eating machines that stageer around
amid mever ever stop” S0 wasn't he tempbed to oy
somiethings mews, 6o turn the traditional tropes on
thetr hiengd#

“Cine of the big mistakes o lot of suthors
male is trying o comie upwith & clever new take on
the zombie” Clines argues. “They spend ages tryving
to explain hiow it all works and what makes their
zombies different. But at the end of the day a pood
rombie movic or book isn't about the monsters. Tes
absor the victims. We don't care about zombies;
wo care about the people trying to get avway from
them. Yes, Jason Visorhees is cool, but the Friday
The I3th films aren't abowt him. They're about the
kids trying to surdive™

Exen when you try b0 corme upwith
new idens, chances are someone’s already done
it, a8 Clines found out when b hod 2 chanee
o interdesw: George Bomero for Crssinee

“I've nothing against speedster stories, but
I wanted my zombies to be mindless eating
machines that stagger around and never stop”

e

A o Mg M e i
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Screemmwriting Magazine. “Tn my books, T explain
that zombies kill not by the virus but by everything
else they're carrying arpund in their Blood, every
blood disease deere was in Los Angeles at the dme
of the plague” Clines compared the zombies oo
the vy people used w think the komodo dragons
killed, thanks toa fagal cocktail of desdly bacteria
in thieir menars,

Al very clever smd meat, until the author
startesd o conduet preliminamy reseanch for his
Rormero inderviews: “T found an interasmy George
g twrenty years g, whene he commpared his
zombies to komodo dragons and was suddenly
terrified that people would thinlk T vwas ripping
himn off when T'd been thinking T'd been so smiart.
Thanktully, T talked to & couple of die-hard zombic
fans who had never heard of it T'd found the one
time where he had made that analogy. T ended up
telling him about it during the interview and he
thought it was funmy™

GAPES V5 CADAVERS

So if the fun of watching a zombie movie is seeing
hinar the uninfected cope with their scary near
world, lsn't using superheroes a bit of a cheat? A3
Climes has already aaid, Hulk would smash zombies
1o a pulp as soon as look a them, T allets cmtt
gt throaggh thee bag gouy's green hide, how could
deciying molars?

HFrom the off, T didn™t wame these to be
Supermam-level superheroes,”™ Clines explains,
insstimg that bee worled hard oo malse sune his

arana e mn ke



fiprey e Peier [ines sl
rivtucim b asehes

miain cast weren't abunch of svenging gods “At the
endd of book teen, S0 Geonge sels 8 minor powEr-up,
overeoming o mental barner and getting strongier,
Eanen then, he's stll not as stromg as Spider-Aam
15 im the comies — and Spidey is 2 complete
higghtweeight compared to others”

The rest of Clines” line-up hevee sionilar
himmitations, all of which malke Gghting sombies
a little myore mteresting, Clines first invented
Cerberus, clad in a big batthe-suit, when he was
about sight. All of his childheod creations were
mabe — the concept of femiale superheroes alien to
hinn at the time. When it canee to updating them
for the modern world, a livtle pender swapping
cane inte play, with Cerberus becoming a wonen.
Her armiour alss got an upgrade - or should thar
be dowmgrade? “The suit’s battery only lasts for
an hour and a half” Clines chuckles. “She can kick
aag e is in reoulble iF the barde lasts more than 90
minuitea. Mone of my heroes are over-powered”

RS iFIhn;_'}- e, Clhines thindis thal I|'|n|_"_l,' |11i].r;|'|!
sl st r|.|pc'_|.:h_=in ::?mbic_'—'inl-q_ﬂt_ﬂ_:l 1.1.'|_|r'||;l. T11 his
I};HJ]‘C.‘-; 11'u: :.':|:_:-m'|_1i1_- 1.-i1-||~: hasa I!r.|1'|~:F|_|n11.1I in:_:-n il
of arorumd G0 per cent, 5ix out of ten of people
b'il!l!n:_'n :_'h:lnpa;_' i1'||r_|-:.':|_|n1|::-'i|:.t;, .‘:i.u:_:-unu;_l.t:]ikl: pﬂr_rr_h.l.
ockids? Surely, if vou can avoid beimg bitten vou're
o o a 1.1.'i1'|n-|_~1'=_ 1'i].|;'|'|!':"

Wirong! *A &0 per cent transformation e
means that if everyone was bitten in Los Angeles
alone, vou'd =tll end up with five million zombies,
That’s a huge number, especially if they're all out
om the street trying to kill you”

Lo, Clines’ zombies may be going up
against super-powered individuals, but they still
have the advantage in his mind. “Tt deesn®t matter
in you've got rock-hard skin, super srength or a
battle suit when you're facing such overwhelming
numbers. It's like saying, I'm okay: Pve got a pun
and then finding yourself up againas SO0 people.
You're still the underdog™

50 the situation is grim and the odds are
apminst our heroes — and vt time and tme agnin,
Clhinees has msisted that the Ex- booles should be

upliftimg o word you dom't usually associage with
the sombie apocalypse,

“There has to be hope in hormor™ Clines
imsiat, "Tr mzkees the horror more horei e
Comvpare a slazher film to a torture porm il Tn
torture pormn, the chameters don’t have a chamee,
thesy're serewed, T the ssme whith a loe of apanese
horror, The moment the girl walks into the house
she's dead. Tt doesn’ matter if she gets out of the
house or takes a bus peross toam, she's stll dead.
A little girl is poing to craad out of 2 TV screen no
miatter where she is and kill her. Tt can be scary,
sure, but when something is so inevitable, when
visu hanve o hope of petting sway, everything is
lessomed a licde™

A QUESTION OF SURVIVAL

Clines cites the 2007 remake of T Am Legend as
an exarnple. He says that post-apocalyptic zombie
atories foree us oo sk ourselved a simple queation:
wrhat wiowld §do in thar situaton® Henar long
couild T aurvive?

ing of the !hinm ln:_'n'ir_r}'l._ﬁ;] st
Wil l;,']'liTlH’ TAm J'.r-.;_qhmrf 1 utu'lcing' ot hiose '||:_:-1'|].r|
it wiold ke before Will Sauth Pt thi #un i his
1'|1|_||.|1'|'|: Chrmes commienls "'l.'n."'h}' wipald he ]:1_-1:|:|-
;I-!,'I:;-il'le il he hores |3,' Taeheved e wias 10 Woald
I|'||:_'n|_- COMme i p-l_'lirll "A']'Il.,"ﬂ Wi sl I|'|'in'|-:in;|.e; that
I:|'|-:'in;|.e; A ||:_:-1 1_1|"|:|i'||~: ]Jl:l'n:_:-'rq' ]_'H.Hj wl:_:-1|||;|n'1 1'||:-|_'|;_'.t;.t=|ri'|'_|.'
be abad thing?™

Again, hardly uplifting - but the hope
comes from Clines' characters, those righteous
heroes he believes that Marvel has forgotten.
“Whatever happens vou need to believe your
heroes are going to win, that things are going to
get better. Sometimes they won't but you have to
keep rooting for the characters™

Dhaes this mean that 8t George and the rest
of the Mound heroes will ene day find a cure o the
zomibie plague? With tentative plans for fifth and
sixth instalments already in place, can we expect
a happy ending?

Clines shakes hiz head with a _|.l.1'in I, 1%
the PN .'||',-'p.w amiid ViouL Can't cure the end of the
wiorkd — bt YO G by relnald” n

“A 60 per cent transformation rate means that
if everyone was bitten in Los Angeles alone,
you’d still end up with five million zombies”

. sl ik

When superheroes
become zombies...

Tales
The Formbie
Successiul

P LR TP e e e e —

hassnessman - and
all=round bully
simon Garth is lolled
bw his gardener and
transformed imoo

a o e, contralked
bw a msgical amnulber.
Garth was created

bw Stan Lee and Rill
Everett for a ome-off
sty i 1953 bt was resurrected for his oam
short-lived series in 74

Murviel Zoambies
Chriganally ereated by
Robert Eirlemam angd
Semn Phillips for a
five-part mimi-series
i 20005, Marvel
Foarmkis o (gr
freourite heroes
transformed mto
flesh-hungry ghouls
by an alien virus. A
number of spin-offs
have followed, secing
thie zormbies come up
apainst everyone from Ash from the Evil Dead
films ti, e, Horerard the Duck.

Blackest Might

Di'a big crossover
event of 20019

EHLY I"'.Il:'|-:1'|_|n:_.a
pt_'rwni Fll_'.al i1,:|11 |_'|r-
|.|:_':|111 i1.-c.|::| I':_ el
descd .«1||:|-|:1"|'||:'n_u._-ﬁ
:ml_l Ery B0 |:_'r:||;|'i|_'.al =
:|||1_'|11|:_:-1'i|_1n 'I'r|_|n1 I|'||:_'
iimrersE, Ciie #ombae
wersions of
Superman, Wonder
Woman, Green
Arror and Batman
all joining the
terrifying Black Lantern Corps and a sprawling
epic that took ocver 70 issues to complete.

Zombo

Possibly one of

2000 A Vs mnost
outlandish aoeips,
Zombwo first appeared
in Prog 1632, Created
b Al Exring and
Henry 'I-']'inl!, Fomb
1% 2 jogk-strap-
'n.'r'l:_':rrinpcI hal I'-|'||,11'|1.an,_
half-zombie

Fosertimenl

expertment with a
secondary bram m hisbutt. He's also very polite,
usually asking if he can cat you before diving in.
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TONBS

OF THE

pLIDD DEAD

Calum Waddell examines de Ossorio’s Blind Dead films,
some of the best of the Franco-era Spanish splatter movies

uring the era of General Franciseo
Frameo (19361975, Spanish horro
Boormed. Given the brutalioy of the
dietator's regime — which included
111|.' '.-'i|;|||_~11l r\'l_"|_'ll'|;"\1"-ii|;_'\ll1 |_||-|,|'i.-:'\.'|_'-11I||||.;
'|_'||_||'i|!'i|_—.-|| wpaces, the Catalan |:'||1};1|.'|_|.l|{'.
homoesxual il!].' am] WeorE s s nes
{;ll:-c_:-l'lil;m.-;_'lmlr:lm'pl in:_'\-n :||1|_| i g
e all i1|1_'|.';:|]:l — this iy geem aommewhot
'im_'t'il.'ll:-'h.'. -’l.'l'll.'r .'|||._1|1r|_1l.|.]|.ﬂ1|: tires 1_1I-I =11 p1'm,| e
thi= sl r|_*-|1|_~{|!'il.-'v|: I!n:_'rru_1r1it'||_'-.~: — rrc_mi the |_|.'|r|: |].'
sublime Weimar-cra German expressionism of
The Cobimet OFf Dr, Caltgart {19200 and Nosferatu
{1922 to the Viemam War-inspired ugliness of
Wight Of The Living Dead (1968) and The Last
House On The Left (1972). However, Franco was
a leader who had also suppressed the arts... at least
until commerce indicated otherarise. Indeed, when
it became clear that cimema was am export that
the financially Aoundering Spanish republic could
miake a mint from, the opportunity was opened up
b propular genres o flowrish,

That other Franoo, the late Jess, started the
trend with his 19462 classic The Awfl Dr Oielaff
e aetor Bl "«l:lm:_'l'l],' bieeanme knosen as the
NWediterranean Lon {_'.'|'|:|11|,'-],' Jr. wehen I'II."'HFI-‘FI{'.‘IF{'\I
10 7 SETHES q:-l"|_1.u;::||1!'|'|n|,1m"-!'|'||,~n1|;~|;| shoclers, st :|1'I'i|||_|.:l
with Mk -I:.l-f"l".rm 'I'i-':arl_l'-n'l.-:f:rn (1968 r1'u,'1.'|'I:||'-|:r. m
orcer to be exhibited in Madrid, flmmokers had
0 abade ]_1:,' |:_'|;11m_|r'\;|'|'ip 1'|,":|.e:l'||jlll-l,ll'l.-| — bt ehiz q,'-11|].'
resulted in oo mumber erl;,'.'lmn};l,‘--pml_‘l-:l.'l,l CHPETS
that used their fiendish themaric to belitle dee

excess of Franeo's military-en forced autocracy,
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Omve of the rost prolific filmmakers
L |1g:|;.ﬁ|'|;:’i|'| this |‘&-|'.u'l:iu_' was ;.|j|.|l.|.|'|'||."_l.':|'|'.'||||
director called Amundo de Ossorio who, after
pl:!!;_'.-i|1|.; Y On A ||1|n||_'.ur 1_1I- ||:_'\-1.'l.' |_1l.|-::|_|.l|{'l dramas
:|11|_| Wlemms, hit bz .-I1-i|_|u with a guinries o
|_1|1_1-|_1::|-|_|11'-|1|'|u'::| !'rill,"hl-mmu I'{'.'|I||1'i||i.: l.|w T{11i;:|'|l'\.'

o et el s ol i -
R TR pe
i "

Ternplar. Beginning with 1971' Tombs OF The
Biind Devd, de Oazorio inteoduced the world to
aome of dee most memorable acreen zombics

it history: shuffling, sightless, sword-wielding
.J-:l.'h:_'l [HES, 1_-_-|-|.|_1 ri..|-q_' i b ll'.'il_"']_1il|,,'|i HI ik b thi
.‘:'w.'p.:|11i.-.'|'| |_'|:_:-1||1I!1'_|."\.'i|:||_*-._ |:_'-|-I-q_'|| in .~.I'.-'||.~.|'||'.--:;.'|pl.1|ne:|.|

aran sherne ke



slowr mvotion, amd attack in numl:u.l-. Ih|.|1' TICLimsS

I'mf]u.l e, unlike your commusn-gr-
gamden Fulci or Romsem I'|-"-|'|-I|. or, the Knighis

1 .w‘nhn

elopes from the journey, she unwittinghy stambles
wpom the lair of the Templar Enights — an ool |.

wite horafi-practicing sect that snerf

prior i I:h._'lﬂﬁ']'l"ﬂh_'l_l charm by the |

drinkers
by vizualization.

EXPLOITATION NATION

As Tambs Of The Blind Dead dravs to a close,

the evil entities gallop into a nearby beach town
and eorner the main cast members in anold
graveyard. In the midst of this, de Ossorio throws
in a nurmber of bankable exploitation traits: there
is 4 lesbian lovemaking sequence, torture, rape,

a freshly-awoken femnale zombie and lashings of

l.]'ll_"l._'l'l|i1'l._' ey | SEHT e '|_1~:|:1'l.ri|_=1'|llr_r!'|'||._=
r:|1:|n1]_1|ini.: CHAFLASSE any all e .'II'I.iI‘I 1% |_|'|_11.-'ii_:-1_:|.~:|3.-

WSO O UK
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related oo the Franco government of the time.
Certainty, Tomhs Of The Blind Dead is rich with
apcio-paolitical sulvaersion, The film's men are
arrogant and beash, especially towrands women,
and the Knights Templar are doubtlessly indicatiee
of the hepvy-handied Catholicism that Franco
indocttinated mto Spain — culling in particularn,
anumber of sevy senoritas,

BLIND MARKETING

A popular hit across Earope, with big box office
receipts m France amd Wiest Germany, Tormbs OF
Fhe Bifnd Dead was alzo relessed in the USA under
the odd moniker of Revenge OF The Planet Ape,
The reasont An attermpt to try and cash=in on dhe
blockbuster box office of Flanet Of The Apes!

& pre-credits sequence even tdd American
viewers that:

St st 3,000 vears ago a simian civilisation
of super-intelligent apes strugeled with man to gain
control of this planet. In the end man conguered
ape after a brutal batthe which sanar him destroy
the ape, his culture and society. After this battle
mean tortured and killed all of the ape prisoners
by picrcing their eyes with a red hot poker. One
ol thiege :|:|n'xu|'u_-rx. whio was also the lender of the
apes, vowed that they would retum from the dead
1o averge man’s brutalin.”

[uite.

P..I:I.-Ifll:"".'.h_l siwe the atmospheric imtensity
of die Ossonio's splatter-opus and concuded that it
would benefic by being turned into 2 Planet OF The
Apes moade has, unfortumateby:, never been revealed
{or at least owned up to such anidiotic faoy pes),
Thankfully, though, due o the Europesn profit,

a sequel was soon whispered about and, just bwo
vears later, Refurn OFf The Blind Dead was unveiled.
Despite being not quite as creative as Tombs OF
The Blind Dead, this unrelated successor (the only
thing the two tithes heve in cormmon is the Knights
Templar) benefits from a slightly faster pace than
its predecessor and a more coherent storyline

Set in a small towm called Bouzano, in
Portugal, the film opens in the 13cth century when,

Blwre | e amaigr, bcals Hes
wil vz be wichiorka
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1% Bl st b2 .

once again, the Knights are beimg persecuted for
thedr practice of baman sacefice, Tied to o brick
wll, they are Blimded with torches amd set abgght
— a seene that s diggthtly reminiseent of the later
heretic-torture which imtroduces the Luce Fula
clazzic The Bevond (1981

A GARPENTER'S TALE

Wit the real influence that Return OF The Blind Dead
casts iz undoubtedly over John Carpenter’s 1980
spine-tingler The For. Compare and contrast: in

the de Ossorio suting, the bocals are planning for
the 500th anniversary celebrations that mark the
ousting of the cruel Knights, Predictably, the creepy
cadavers have their own thoughts on this and,
thanks to the assistance of a cackling hunchback
(wh Kills a local lady in honeur of the buried

bogeymen) they are soon msing up from their
grives and trashing the nearby o,

Tri Thie Fi 15 it 1% surely leele eoameidenee choe
the seript more or less sticks to the some premise
of a mist-enshrouded menace pte-omshing a
sechicded seaside celebraon, Rerarm OF The Blind
Dead alzo conchsdes wath a nerve-shredding
ghonardoam ina chureh - similarly eribbed by
Carpenter - pithing generations, young and
old, against each other, & well as the invading
Enights Templar. Given the repressive religiosity
of Franco’s Spain, the surrounding radiates with
obvious relevance.

According to de Ossorio, though, Retarn
Of The Blind Dead was “an anti-fascist movie.. a
movie against the establishment. A young couple
making love are stopped by the knights, who are
basth warriors and prieas, and they meflect the
Spanish attinede of thar time" Howeser, 28 with his
:_:';;{'imll Tarnhs l:'_]_ll'_"l"nln:' Hled Deerd, wibnlst suthwor oY
'i'-:.u]'lr_mﬂ B Ip-|_= |1'||:_:-1'.1|'|'.'{'r_u'r|_|'|:ll [Tr_u'inr:l:mu_': I!|'||_'-
o movor altempls Lo escape l:-:.' ..li:il!r.n;_'ll'np; I|'|n|_'
'F-'fnipdﬂ.w' attentvom e o ke ;:_l'r| m e b of her
mixxinp; ﬁ|1hL~r:I| N .-'|H:|'in it 1% I|'||:_' HI | i|_1nr; r_|-'|'|11|:_'n
thit e pﬁw_-n '|:|.11'|'i|;'|1|.'|r seorm, Women are pn:_".'vl_u,l
1|'|:|-|_|n..ta:_"n:|.|.:||'|3,' harseand] :'|n|,|.."|:_:-r n;linrl_*-j.e'nnil:l_l s
:_-muﬁw_* .':nu;] Tl.:':ln:_'!il_ln.rlrl.' - .'||I|'||:_:-1|_|.¢|'| il i:.1|'||: il
female characters who frequenty end up showing
strength and survival skills,

Unfortunately, by the time de Ossorio
embarked upon the third Blind Dead fable, with
1974% The Ghost Galleon, costs had clearly been
curbed. Despite a decent leading man turn by
perennial Spanish horror veteran Jack Tavlor
fwho had appeared in numerous Jess Franco
flicks), The Glost Galleon seems to lack any sort
of special effects budget. As such, the cast is few
and the story, inwhich a mode] searches for o
of her misaing friends (who are in fact aailing out
om the coast ot the behest of a scummy fashion
agency, before encountering the titular ocenn-
I':lriny; wwu,-l:lr p'luu;].w .'||-|_11'|K, hiost ﬂn::pn;m;iru{ 15 the
fact that the T{niﬁ;h % 'Impl.':r dontt shose up il
almst half am howr into the movie - shambling
out of some tombs in the galleon isell and walking
arorngd o rdndmally decorated studio set,

Indeed, everything looks so cnsh-strapped
in this second sequel, including a horribly realised
miniature sea liner, that e Ghest Galleon

s T rneok



feels mome like Z-moose version of the presvious '

instalments than a proper entey m an ever-evolving

mivthology The only slight saving grace is a

gerwnely haunting Anale in which de Ossono’s

mrmmgrtal rogmees rise up out of the sea, i order 1o ee
wander into yet another fmghtful fallas-up,..

THE FAINAL CHAPTER

2 it was then, thar de Ossono retorned to his
gombie-lore for one final time with 1975% Niohe
Of The Seaguils. Even cheaper looking than The
Fhost Galleon, this fourth feature has an upper-
middle class doctor and his wife assigned to a snuall
coastal resort. Taking its lead from The Wicker
Mam (1973}, the tooam is buile on superstition: every 1]
seventh vear sees the resort descend inbo aweek e

of slaughter, with a female virgin sacrificed every
evening to the peturning Knights Templar, OfF
course, gur more “ehlightened” couple arrive as
these horrors are mstigated snd get cught i the
mididle of the macabre murder plos,

Althoagh ."-.'.-,-;.?rr L T .?'h:l'l‘l_.-'llllll.'-i s somme
bematnful locaton shots, and i3 a licche ke Bloodier
tham Th (zhost Gallear, it 15 elear that de Ossorio
15 struggling to make something nesw out of his
hivang desd legmey, 85 wsual, the swashbuckling,
blood-spilling, Blind desd rde into town on their
horses and ecause comage - feasting on bound
females and swinging at amyone who gets in their
way. Hosvever, having taken time out from his
fearful framchise to helm his excellent, and more
lavish-looking, horror romp The Loreley's Grasp
(19741, Night Of The Seagulls points towards a
director who was, perhaps, eager for fresh stories
and fresh challenges.

Ultimately, though, when General Franecisco
Franco passed away in Novermnber 1975, and Spain
began [t jouwrney twands demoeracy, one thing
wis clear: the period inwhich directors such
ms e Deztomin vged ther hormor |:|-1'r_|-.|.1.:||;_'|i|:_:-1'|~: L0
cleverhy .-.1.'|11|_'-|:_'\-||.a{' rl-wanrld coneerns was over,
The director hamsell msantamed I!'|'|:|1,'p|_|'-cl-'|'-'|:|1'||_'r_|n.
a% q‘l,:n.-u_lr.-:h'ip |;_'|_|||:'||:|.-:|._'\c:| winedd b mation '|_1|_~;._".1n a
p-e:nl_u_l il geli=analvas, "p:_\]lliq‘:|| cimeTn” Wi
darmmemt, After -"q'l:-\_:i'.ll' £ The .'5~'|-'|.llx_:|.l|'.'.'\.'. de Dizomin
weonld dimect s gaen .-pin wi The Erorest (1973
with Demmort Taech Chidd (19751, attermpe a :;'|'|:|1'|_|.l|{'
of scenery with adventure romp Vernee (1976),
and struggle in the world of “erotica™ with the
barely-seen Forbidden Passfon (1980}, One final,
belated fear-flick arrived with the flop monster-
mash The Seq Serpent.

It was not worth the wait

Sadly passing away just before his Blind
Dead movies were poised to be reappraised by
a new generation of genre buffs on DV, the
filrnmaker never quite lived to see hinwself hailed
ag one of the orue originators of Spanish shock-
cimem. Hervever, a8 meat-runching rmovies
bn:_'p;:m L0 % |;||1,ﬂ||; into the mannst TEm, anid The
E'I'm'.i.'irlﬁl e arrived o small sereen suceess and
acclaim, more and more horror-hownds l:-u:_'|.';:|1'| Lo
look back i tme and diseover the dreadiul il'_l-],'!'i of
e Dssoro’s T{nip;l'l ] 'I'n:_'n1p|.-'|r. Finall ¥, i bz CTeEpy
characters have become recognised, alomgside the
monochrome marmders of Romem’s ?-.'J:;':.;i'Jr |:_':|II'
The i".aw'.lrg Eln-'mf: s apmme of the 1_':1r|}' uri;-_in.rllr_m;
of zombie dread

And vou'd certainly have m be blind o
argue otherwise,

wrare shernonk THE A-Z OF FOMBIES | B8



COUCH POTATO

The Couch crew tackle a quartet of zombie
titles — who's going to make it out alive?

he p|.'u;|,': Srewe (Y Rren™s house, The tme: Couch Poatoe oclock, T the YEATS that have p-:h'.q:_'-,l amnee that celebm }'-rl-:'l{'l{L'l,I |,|:|:,'
T he lase trrme T was at o zombie Couch Potatowas 13 WIS DL, 1 20000, zomibies have become o mch |_1|'_|.e;|.e‘|:_'r culeural pl'ﬂ,'m,mn.'nl 1]
when we did it e Stmon Pip’s ko warh Mick Prost, Jessicea than I|'||:_':,' wiere — with mich of the eredie for that _u"rrin;:’ o ST P
Srewenson and Mark T Tesip,”™ sonys Steve, "Bt you liat e 1,1|:.'|}' Lo, amid '[-'.dp;:n' "|'.-'|-iH|'|1,1,1|'{|'_u,|.rh.|:_'. Bt theres tio Shoor {J,l_'T'nln-' Dead on the
G, thomks, Steve, we heart yvou too, Sull, 10 was good playlist tomighe, alas, Sorry bogs, bt 10 difficult o Gnd dme o el when
1,'n-|,1|,||.';|'| for the .':.'-,r.krr'cl.l' Mg, s j.e":,:-q:-;l |,'-11|_||,|.;'_‘|'| for Will, B, e, Diarren Vi e :|.e;1|r-|':|1.'.'i11_|.;~l oo much, Sall, we think _l,'q:-l,l.'n;l AppTOVE of our selection
and Sz, O, angd Steane, whom weetve decided o fongve. nmetheless - roll on the ymdead.,,

] e

i ks
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o U1S FOR UNDEAD GOUGH POTATD

Left to right:
e WAL B,
Darren and Sian.

W, SO0 UK



UI5 FOR UNDEAD COUCH POTATD

Apalagies to the vegelariams.

The bandages stop his head falling off,

The Living Dead At The
Manchester Morgue s

First up, a slithery slice
of Enro=pudding horror,
The Living Dead At The
Manchester Morgue (or
Let Sleeping Corpses Lie or Don't
Opene The Window, depending on
whiich DV yvouve bought), which
retnaing beloved by zombie unkies,
despite its batty atteimpts to pass
aff the Thalian coumtryside as mrmal
England and 1ts jumblebag of
rotonsly aff-ldlter accemts
Brerrr: What s thig one called?
WL The Livng Deed At The
Mermefaisfer Miargme.
Brrrr: Classy, Directed by Dosdd
Lasan, by amy change?
The movie kicks off with a
rovishingly soft-hued montage
of 1974 Manchester in all its
red-brick, post-industrial glory.
Sreve: Manchesterford, 1074
Wine: This is no Draoela AD 14972,
Darren: If a fibm is setin Paris they
shiow the Eiffel Towrer, if a film is
setin London they show Big Ben or
the Gherkin, What do they shoar if
a film's et in Manchester?
HEev: Astabbed man covered in Blood
and virrmit?
SiARN: Formbe Bez?
SrEve: Tvwould hane foved o film
abeout A :.':|_|n1|::-'i|_'-'Fi|.-1|:|'pl.' Mlomdayvs Rl
rn.'l].'hl: that™s 24 .l'-':.'rrl'r' rmup.':-.
Thres mitmates irl, and theres onar
first glimpse of HE as a streaker
inexplicably runs across the shot,
Wini: Thie hias ot |'|'in;|.e| o o writh
the story by the way, We don't see her
later as a zombie streaker, sadly.
Darren: S0 Manchester in 1974 s
basically Babylon?
Sreve: You can understand why Sam
Tyler decided to stay there.
Hev: Twas in Manchester last
honday, and it was nothing like that.
The, er, variable accents — perhaps

understandably to our vodka and
pinot grigio-addled Couchers — are
proving especially mirthiful.

Wine: The lead guy sounds liloe he's
|;|n|,1i1'|_|.= 1 R im|;||:_'ru|,1n.-'|l 1w, O
Harold Steploe at the very beaist,
Brrrr: This is making Daphne's
brothers in Froster zound like the
Brome Boses

Toget you up to speed: George,
played by Bay Lovelock (don®

be comfused by the nome, he's

82 | THE &-F OF ZOMBIES

a5 Ttalian as Silvio Berlusconi
chomping on grocchi) is travelling
to the Lake District with Edna
(Cristina Galbwi), who's en route to
her sister’s pad, when they come
across adead end alongside a Fiver.
Ray gets out of the car and, after
hearing aloud humming nsise,
stumbles across some lab-suited
g who are using a machime
parked ina feld with “Agrioabaral
Department - Experimsital
Section™ plastered ominously on
the side,
HEv: 501t basically abowt farming
] tEnmitusg?
DramrEn: Last of the Semomrer Tine -
After Dark
Sian: After Death!
Edna spon gets set upon by a
wombie — the first we've seen — but
huckily managmes to escape. Laber,
it retuwrns to kill Edna’s creepy
looking brother-in-law. The police
dom’t believe it was zomibies (the
cloeless clots), and instead are
blaming Katie, Edma’s sister.
After a sloaw bait eerie start, the
gecqiid halFof the Blm lays on the
soimbiies aind the lesh-munching
with rﬂl;k]mm, vlissthcation
bi,l:l.rd-h:liﬁrq.: abamadon.
STEVE: .'-.ra,-_..-.frr U_I'"n".ru' i".n'l'ng Diexacdhs
r-||:_"\.'|'| -|:.'|1'in;|.e| |;|n|_'u_'.-.n'l ||:_:-|;;-|: 5 nasky in
lalack anad whabe Whas thig monase thie
firse 1'in1|:_' :-':1_1m|_1i1_' fans |'|.:||,|..~a:_'|:n I!|'||:
iiredend i eobour?
DarREMN: A%a '.-1:_'_|.;-|_'1.-'|ri.-'|n. I
disapprove of this, whike seeretly
lenimg it
Erirr: This is really good. Despite
the lead actor looking like someone
from Mumiford & Sons, the film
comes across a5 really unsectling -
like a 705 public information film
about zombies.
STeve: I so good, I'm almest
expecting a news story about hichael
Bay remuaking it any day niows:

i yeah, Ehe chicken wire's gonna save you,

s e il Et o

i e

Well, it"s good bo ko the Scouts W;'r're_.

Fido o)

Moot wp, the critically

acclainved... FTINH

Yes, Fido. “An instant

classic..” raves Ken
Eisner of Vancouver's Georgia
Strairht website on the DVD cover,
“Iladly funmny!™ screams another
puff quaote, “Hilariows by fonmes
vells one miore. Yes, if you only
see one Billy Connolly-fronted
Canadian sombie comedy this year,
mloe 1t this ane,

Set i aliernate umverse
where mdiation from space has
turned the dead into zombies, this
19505 -fecked world is recovering
from the “Zombie Wars™ where
bty amd the undead serapped
it oruk For supremeye Toallow
the bumians to live as normally as
possible, socicty is run by Zomeom,

| can see what
they’re frying to

do here, and |
applaud the effort,
but it’s shit”

a company whose job it & to protect
the normals from the sombies,
Think Plegcantville as direcied b!.r
Greorpe Fomern,

WLl Te not watehed this for
vears., [ lilei Fally l;'_'.|_|m'||_|||}'. T ke
sombaee T L'u:;;r_u:_xl. ri|.';|'||§"

A seene-sethng prologoe
establishes the movie's premise,
that humans and zombies are

kept apart in a form of apartheid.
*Zomcom - a better life through
containment,” the public
information film drones.

Sran: Tt seems like very heavy-
handed social commentary.

I this reality, these pacified
zombies are used as slaves, opening
dioors, doing the gardening and
working as traffie wardens. With
the lunger for humnan flesh taken
ALy, tht:!."'n:_iu.'g.'!_, thickos
Danres: Sowhats the difference
heere: betvweeen a zombae amd o
DO Or j.!'.TIrdl_"'l'l TN

Trn thee tomarn of Wi llaed {"Tl‘l:rl.‘"s the
town in Hl',giu {JfTﬁL" J".l'n'n.g ﬂ'l.'m:f:'
[lll,;lil'l'!!{. caat WAL, 1 eSS 1% ok &
comncidence), housewife Helen

“Your know, | really liked youin The Mainix."

Robinson purchases o mombie,
wiich her son Timmy befriends,
and names Fido. Fido is of course
played by Billy Conmolly, in what's
hardly a stretching role.
EwrrT: Who's playing the wife? Her
nane is juston the tip of oy tongue..
Sreve: [glancing at the DV cover]
Jesus H Corbert! [t's Carrie-Anne
Moss, looking slightly less like
E D Lang playing Emmea Peel than
she did in The Matrix,
These mommbiies wear collars that
stop them wanting to feed on the
humans, Sa, for most of this film,
until the inevitable malfunction
happens, they're pretty toothless
ereatures, devoid of much threat,
Sreve: Comnaolly Toods too wiell-fod
1o b o mmbie, They onby look rigghi
whien pipe-cleaner thin
Hev: Why make a film about zombies
that izn't remotely scary?
Darres: It oo brighty it And the
zombie make-up’s shit.
BErirT: All they'we done is put dirt on
their faces. Pve seen better zombies
in filrms made on iPhones in Tesco
car park.
Sreve: Connolly's hair's too neat as
well, Trean, even if youw'd Bouglt 2
zowmibie, wiould vow wagh its haird?
DarrEN: [ can see what they're
1ryin;-_ 44 |.|.-|_1 ]'u:n:_'. :|11|_| Ta |:||:|1:| |1|_| I!]'ll_'-
effort, bast it's 2hit.
e T thi wns am 18 fillm mstend
ol 2 15 they ol heve 5400 LE much
further with the: concepl, T's
:_'l_*-rl.'ll'nll.'n;lil'l-q_'rl_'-n! I!'|'||_||_|;:J'|.
The group’s attention wanders and
turms instead bo discussing which
are better, fast or slowr zombies?
The consensus on Fido seems to
be that there’s something fainthy
pointless about a largely bloodless
zombie movie, and something
epically pointless about hiring one
of the world's funniest comedians
and have him stagger about going,
“Eughhhhrrree” for 90 minutes,
Sreve: Also, Fido is a shit name. T
prefer the Japanese title — Zombido!

By e

“What g you think? |5 the shirt too mud?”
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In laimess, it's been a tongh year for Ride

5 1L

“Aye youl my mammy?

The Walking Dead: Seed
(season 3, episode 1) cox

We couldn’t exactly
ignare this one, could
we? Fifteen, ten, even
five years ago, could
amy of us have imagined that one of
the biggest shows on TV would be
a drama about a sombie apocalypse
based ona comic book? 5o long the
preserve of Feagoria subscribers
amd] black-clad cult flm fans (hey,
neat that we have anvthing against
them, abviously), The Walldng Dead
ushered sombies into our ving
rosarms amd gave its writers the
higgest camvas a zombie story has
evier had on screen,
Errrr: Thank God you chose
n season three episode T think 1
winld heree nndded oftif it had been
fromn seasom bar.
WirLL: That vear was like The Good
Life, with the odd zombie thrown in.
To recap: our ragtag group of
survivors have escaped Hershels
farm after it was overrun by
walkers, and have chanced upon
the prison that'll be their home for
the next series and a bit
WiLL: Britt — you're a lady, is Norman
Reedus [Dary]] atteactive?
BRITT: Aré vl |:|'|_||,|.in;|.a|§" YES!
STEVE: I'm .~."||';|.e|'|'|!|'."in'|r_|-.-1_' with
Lanaren {_'.:_:-hl:n: wha TII.-'I'|'.'\1' hT.'lﬂ.';'in:_'.
Sl'u_' el Ir_|-|!|'||_'- =TI |1ni1.'|_'-1'r~.'il'_|.'.'|.=:
T |_||'|_|: m Wimchester, E.'n.“}' LETa Yesrs
alter me, Amd Tm sure she's as Jul fel

:|]_'u_1|1|! thit 215 T .

The walleers are ml‘l;]'liny; up with
our gang as they're breaking into
the prison,

Hev: The writers must have oo have
thimk-tank sessions on wew ways to
kill the walkers each week.

Sveve: I'd love to be a zombie extra,
[ 'wonder if they all eat together and
sty away from the humeans when
they're on adinner broak?

“Mayhe the rest of
the planet is fine
and the United
States has been
quarantined off!”

from the episode, however: there's
na Governar this week.

WiLL: He doesn’t appear until the
next epizode...

Sran: Avnw, T love David Morrissey in
thiis. But if vou've seen The Deal, itis a
bit like Gordon Brown going power-
mad after a 2ombie apocalypac.
STeEvE: [ hope we find owt wihar
caused the sombification, 1r's not
TR 'il11'|_'|l_lr|il1'll: laut Tz gl am itch
1 kAo, Blayde 1t's il.Lw.'I i Arerie.
hT.'l}'L'u_‘- the rest of the '|_'l|.-'II'I|:,'I 1% fine
gl the Ulmited States has bheen
n;|1|:|1'.1n|!'in-|_'|,|.q:-|-|'.' BaaF oo, make re
1|'||;_' el '\.'|'||:_:-1.-.'|-|_|nn|:r!

Thamieis: Can'l !l'ﬂ_'],' mtrnclee
sombnes into normol demns? T'd
lowe o see a random zombic episode
of Dac Martn,

Asubthe and understated film

T this earhy 705 horror
quickie, Micky Henson
headlines as a bong-
haired leatherboy who

! comes back from the dead.

Wire: T love this film.
Steve: Nicky Henson tells a story
that he asled ome of the producers,

¢ “How did you ger the money to

ke a piece of crap like this® and

There's one disappointing omission |
I in o the money men and said e

. ot a1 seripd here about o teennge

rmntoreyvele gamg whao commit

i suieide, then come hagk from the

the producer replicd, “1 just walled

dead” They appamently went, “Hims
rvich dio you needs”

Yiss, bows and girls, this is
P.h"'-l;i!!mﬂll.ﬂ.. a limphy esented
British reaction to the keather-
Jacketed rebel genre of Easy Rider
and Vanishing Point, with on added
zombie bwist — becawse that's

- sandwich really
robs a scene of
. any drama”

exactly what those two films were
'E 111i:5.5'in;|.|;. Tt couldn™ et o 11-:1:]!.'-
ogult iF Jack Mance turned up with

subitithes under his Roe
Henmson p'l'.l!.'za Timm Lathaam,
hoaurious of hair and dressed in

i clothes that onby a middle-aged

costume designer could ever think

i abikerwears, He owns a pet toad,
| has a Satan-worshipping mother

. {played, noturally, by Beryl Reid)

! and is a member of a biker gang

i subtly called The Living Dead.

1 Yeah! Grerr!

Sram: You can see every curve of his
} arse in that.

! greve: He looks so unthreatening

Nice gogagles., guys.

U1S FOR UNDEAD COUCH POTATD

Didma mn-'rmti.tﬂwrmr:wam'l:dm magh?

'Psychomania 7

a5 A biker T imagine sny genuime
HellFs Angels would be furious
thinlk they were being represented by
these... hairdressers,

BriTT: This really is a BEC sitcom
idea of a biker thug

“Why did my father die in that
locked room? asks Tom of George
Sanders' Shadwell, his mother's
creepy butler, Wy don't you get
any alder®

Drannes: Why have they got porn
mesic in the background ? Tt just
mizber=t e thiimik Flenson and Sancders
are st g mp ench other's clothes
ol s grmense up,

“Anl what 1% the seoret of the ving
e 27 demands Tom, biting imio
a massnse baguiette sandwich,

Foev: Someons munching on a
sandwich really robs a scene of any
drama, doesn't it?

S1an: Was this film sponsored by
Submaray by amy chanee?

Tom neakes a deal with the horned
one in order to rise from the dead
(0h, he’s just a crazy, mived-up
35-year-old kid!™ says Darren) and
then kills himself by riding off a
bridge before being buried upright,
sittire on lis maotorbibe.

Brirr: When they put the earth
bk in his little helmet's going to be
Hll'l_'l-cl'np_ LT

Mha eiEs: They'ne |.';|_||'n|.'; hzee 1o e
44 b.-'u:h it |.|.|;_:-1.'l.'n.

STEVE: .‘fu_1rr_|.':_|"\.' Tallaot Rodhssedl
:1-|:ri|:|1'in;|.a||!'|'||'.~: Cogech Potato?

SiARN: E.'urrl}'{.l.lr F.Jw'.lrg.'

Thee rest of Tonws gang eventually
thscude l'l:l-juin T i the wingdead b!.r
murdering themsehees im various
I was,

Darres: They could remake this
nonw and ie'd still be shit

Wi T'minot having that - this is
cracking! Zombie bikers in a 70s
supermarket? What's not o love?
Sreve: You know, this is so cruddy
I'm thinking of killing royself. But

if T do, |:-|q:.1.=i-uif1-::|.~i:: don't bury me
standing up. &
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VIS FOR VOLUMES OF THE DEAD

Will Salmon, Dave Bradley and Jess Collett
chat to the authors of the finest zombie
fiction to crawl its way across the page
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Wdira Grant is the horror pen narme

of Seanan MoGuire, who alse writes
urban fantasy under her own name.
Born in Martinez, California, in 2010
she won the John W Campbell Award
fir Best Mew Writer.

WHERE SHOULD | START?

Her Mewsflesh wrilogy began with
Faaed v 20000 Start there for her
intelligent, polincally-aware zombie
apocalvpse Aeton, Recently she
relensnd her new movel Parasite
which shares amilar themses,
althowgh its an all-new science
thriller with body horror elements,

WY WOOULD ) LIEE IT?

The Mewsflesh trilogy is an
intelligent, penre-aware (they wartch
George Romero films for tips) take
on how civilisation might cope with
the cuthreak of a zormbie virus. Set
20 years in the future, some areas
are still populated by large human
societies, with politics and the media
rumnbling erowards as wsual.

S | THE &-Z OF FAOMBIES

ﬂ ERA (: R:ﬁx FT

Nica Grasifs les | el s
ot e s s Sy e
& Flle- e e

€ AND A

Since completing the Newsflesh
trilogy, what other good examples

af zowmlie writing have you been
reading? The Walking Dead perlaps?
T had to drop The Walking Dead
cormic because it got oo bleak for
me, which is a terribly difficult thing
wes o, Weertige was doing a cormic
called iZomibie by Chris Roberson

for o while, which is one of the

very few self-aware zomibies that

s worlied for me, Darvl Gregory
{who wirote Passdermoriiom and The
Dewil's Alphaber) did Resing Stony
Mayhall, which was just about

“let's start o zombie religion” Tt was
transcendenthy good, possibly the
best zombie book Pve read in years.
And T still loving Peter Clines, He's
continuwed with his series that started
with Ex-Heroes, Ex-Commmimication
just came out and it's fantastic. He
just has these great ideas and he is
completely content to just keep going
and that makes me really happy.

T haven't seen much in the way
of zombie movies recently, 1 think
the last zombie movie 1 sawaras
Resident Evil 5 which T refuse to have
an opinion on until T see Resident Bl
&, Resident Evil Tand 2 are twg of my
fvourive comifort movies, Thnow

TWOULD LOYE IT IF THE WORELD WAE 7
FILM MADE ALL THE MONEY AND THEN
THE FEED MOVIE WOULD GET GREEN LIT

they're cheesy popoom miovies, but
they're my cheesy popeom and they
ke mie happy.

rid you have time to see World
War Z, or are vou familiar with
Max Brooks’s novel?

T lowe World War 2, the book - T
just lowe it so much. And I've seen
from the box office reports that
Warld War  has made money, T
want it to make all the money bath
altruistically, becase T'd ke Max
Brooks to see some profit from his
work, and selfishly because Twould
Towve b i Werded War & misde lots of
mwmey and then the Feed moae
would get green hie Thae would

be perfect, T would love that, But
T not seen it vet because from all
the reports it not the book, and
unfortunately, in this case, F'm too
attached to the original to fairky judge
the film as a work by itself.

So your new book, Parasite... Can
vour tell us a little about that and
whiat went into it?

There is a theory called the hygiene
hypothesis which tries w explain
the current rise in allergies and
agto-immune disorders — things ke
Crohn's disease and colitis which

Image: & Canolyn Silngsiey

E
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1 HAVE BEEN THE WORST PERSON TO HAVE
DINNER. WITH FOR. TWO YEARS AS | %AS IN
THE RESEARCH PHASE FOR, PARASITE

micst of us hadn't really heard of
20 yenrs o, TU% Becmise wis've
clesmied our bodies up, oo much
aned too quickly, Wie'se eakeen out all
o the parasites and early exposures
to virubent thinggs that emabled our
immune systems oo bulk up and learn
what they were doing. And e we
hmee these wealk immune systems
that don’t know how to worle

So, ome of the ways that
people in the real world stll oy to
deal with this, and ory to cope with
smti-irnmume disorders and to deal
with allergies, is through parasitic
infiection. You'll actually hear about
people that are self-medicating with
hooloworm infestations, which is
mot o — hoolowermes are not your
cuddly mends, So the basie concept
bathimad Pt is thet a big-tech firm
said, “Why don't we monetise this®™
And they genetically engineered
themselves the perfect tpeworm;
1% puarsmteed to die after tooo viears,
it o't batch om Lo major arteries
invour stomach and esuse vou to
haemorrhage to death while you'ne
sheeping, it won't steal too much
nurrition, and youll get nuoritional
packets to go with then so you take
vour vitamin every day and your
tapeworm is fine. And in exchange
vou have betmer health, fewer colds,
vou don't have allergies, vou don't
huree snto-irmrmume conditions,

They"ve alao tailored the
EaperT o sechete medicine thar
vt meed o have on a daily basis, so
if :,'l;:-u'n: B | di.'lbul!il;, Vi) com el an
in:a.ﬂin |1'|1_'|11i| |_|ri1'|_|.f Epearm :Lnd s
p-urru_'! =0 can ]:u:. thin TII'II;I '|'||.1:|.'|I!'|'|3,r
‘rr_m:l.-'ur il'yl_lu 1.'||:|._- (k1§ S '|:|i'|'|I i1'.'-:'|ﬂn.-
thi American Tresum, '[_.'nfl_lrl.l.m:l.ll:]y,
I!'|'||._-1.'|p-|:'|.\.'v|_1n1'|x |'|m-1:. |_|l|'|1._-r iﬂl:,:m :|.1'||;|.
mnlurﬂ]:ﬁ HES p.TII'.L'f-'il.l.,"_'\i dl_l, Ihuy Start

manipulating snd conguering their

hosts, which is super fun, Parasites

are the best thing. T have been the There are only so many ways T can Mewsflesh universe for ene more

worst persen to have dinner with kil erveryonee, bk, which is called Rewrnd, Tf

for the last tano vears as T was inmy vou remember Feed was all about

resgarch phase, and now P having Is societal collapse still a fascination  the Bepublican campaign for the

fun with my parasites. of yours though? presidency, Rewind will be the
Society caving in is absolurely Democratic canpaign for the exact

Is it the first in a sertes?

1t the first ina duclogy. The
second will be cut in 2004, We're
still debating on the title because
my initial title was Symbicgenesis,
which everyone savs is quite lomg.
Soowe’ll prohably find something a
little shorter and casier o apell for
koo e, ook ome 15 set befome the
|;,:-|_1":|.'|;|m; I;,:-r:_!\'\'l."T}'ll'lil'IjG bk one 15
Just when we're fust starting to fnd
ot what's up with the AP 0rmms
amid book tweo s all T, S0 the 1_'r_|||:|pﬂ:
1.'-'i'||'|'|.1|;|-p-|.:n in the Ep between the
twn booksz, Which 1s good becmse
I'm tired of writing the apocalypse.

R S e

fascinating to me becawse there are
somany kneck-on effects that we
dom't think about. T drink diet soda
commpulsively and T tell people that
for me the benchmark for when it's
become an apocabypse is when the
diet soda has gomne off (it's goca three-
month shelf lifel. Ifwe've hit three
months and services hove not been
restomed, society has well and eraly
collnpsed aned thaes kinda whern:
mw meling iz,

Is the zombie apocalypse a topic
Jmu"" i r:l'l.l.r.r:ll'.ng tonin :'J::_;ﬁ.lh.l.m?
T'm |'|n|_1'|:|i11|;' Lk g1 Tk oy thies

samne tine period. Soit’s following
adifferent set of characters through
that zame windmw of time and we'll
actually get to see what happened to
the Demoeratic candidate who, in the
seried, is reported o hove commitied
auicide. Sowe know how thatends
= Dwant to tell people why it ended
thiat vy,

T also been dr_ri'ng' noellaz
i that veorkd thiz whale tme, Rt
ri}ﬂ'll! meras, T'm .'||;,:I'|,:|.1'|'|y think inﬂ abot
A wg_::l.;ll_ln'im;d disense om o oruase
:J'li];l. T wweould boree to ruim oruses for
everyone elses T abready rumed the
news and food!
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Peter Stenson has published

short fiction in numerous literary
miagazines, a5 well as receiving an
MFA (Master of Fine Ares) from the
Coborade State University, Fiend is
hiis first novel, and was deseribed by
Warren Ellis as “the last 2ombie norvel
vl ever meed to pead " Crikey.

WHERE SHOULD | START?

Frerid 1 a1 '|_1|.'||;"|:'|3,' o tale where
the anly survavors of 3 zombie
:lp-r_h:_':ﬂ'_rpm: s meeth addicts Chase
Tramiels and has fread 'I"_l.'pl_vl.\ﬁh:_'r
1.1.-:ﬂ:::_- ‘rrl_lm F | rrul:cﬁi'-:'bin;.:l: (k] HTII_:I
that I|'||:_' wur]d. s undm;] w-i!'|'||_||..|1
them realising, Chase sees this as an

opportunity to reboot his life and win
back his ex-girlfriend, KE.

WY wOOLD | LIKE IT?

Think Breaking Bed with zombies
This is a very funmy, very dark tale
that puts a literary spin on the zombie
apocalypse.

58 | THE 4= OF ZOMEBIES
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What was the starting point for
writing Fiend?

Twas in grad school working
towards my MEA and was a bit
frustrated with the whole literary
short story scene. Twanted
something with a little teeth (bad puin
intended). So during ny seoond year
of schood, T started weiting Flend on
I!]'u: H-il_:lq'. Tt wWins L' b:n:l.'m;_l 1_'|1i1|.] that
T kl:'pl |1_'u_'|:|:-d HILLEH ﬁ-um I!]'u: sl 1_1F
I!]'u: 1.1.'|_|r||;|.

What inspired you to mix the wildly
different themes of the living dead,
dystopia, and drug addiction?

T w.'lnh_ﬁ.l. (i} Il:“ i ;l-,l.iji_'l!il_m 2RO,
but Twamted it to be exciting and
terrifving e T wanted an actual plot)
and zombics seemed to be the perfect
metaphorical vehicle to accomplish
this feat. The parallels between a
rweaked out meth addict and the
walking dead are uncanny {open
sores, shuffling, doing amything for
their next hit/feed). T struggled with
addiction during my teens, Tt sucked.
Those memories and experiences
herve never left me, and they needed
o coime out through my writing,

bt it hod all been done before, 501
adlded 2 walliing embodiment of my

character’s addiction, some guns, and
lots of blood, while staving pretty
damm orue o the emotional oruth of
what it’s like to suffer from addiction

Chase Daniels is not a likely

heri, is he?

T e thee tradition in zombic
literature and film to have unlikely
characters step-up and lead a

sEroup L0 some formm of salvaton.

T weantiesd 1o p].'::,r ol thas tropee Hal

T .1|.=c.|;;- il l:d my |_'1'|:|1'.:|_'I!n;:n I|_|]_1u
n-'!'l.l.'l._"‘d. .IJL'H_'?IHNI.'_' ﬂLﬂ‘I‘IiTIR’iII'ITII’_F}'H TTE
1'r|-|_11'v|_=!|'|:|.1'| 1_'|'|.:|1-.:|_'I!|:_'r.~: '|:u_|r|.|:|y|._-d

i at Eralyre as buin}f j.{:_:-u:_:-d ar ]_'l:n;].
The: mget 'il'lll_"m'.'-ilifl;l.!: chareters

M m i'l-:q"b: UF]_'H_lI!l'l. llpq_-liq_wu any sort
of complex character has a shiding
moral compass - or more specifically,
has a set moral compass, but chooses
actions that contradict that belief
svstern, This is what we, as regular
boring humans, do every day, This is
whiy T find people interesting, Chase
might be an antihero, might make
some shitty decisions, but T wanted to
show him as human, as lenging to be
better than he s, oo be conflicted and
vitlmerable.

Fiend is an uncomfortable read, INd
your feel that f¢ was important for the



bl tor henve an inderse impact?
Absolutely, Twamted Faernd o be

s chose to the experience of m
mddict as possible Gzombies aside),

T weamtesd the resder to feel 2 sense
of claustrophobin insde the head of
my first person narrator, Twanted
my character’s thoughts to be forced
o the reader, tr have the reader

get lost inthe dream of fiction and
cxperience firsthand what it's like
when all vou care about is getting
the next hit. Twanted to accomplish
these feelings because that was what
T experienced during my addiction.
And oy goal wasn't to spread the
sickmess of addiction, but to offer up
a realigtic taloe on subatance abuge.

Id you fird weiting about Chaese ard
T}wuﬁmrmﬂurﬁ;?

Very much so As Tmentioned earlier,
sometimes the only way to getrid of
pertaim memories and experiences

15 b werte them out Gat least for mel,
Wiriting: Fiesd wias o good remimder
of bonr messed up Td Been inomy e
teens, Anid oo strange way, whien the
book was finished, T felt some sort of
gratitude for my addiction and the
subsequent ten vears of sobriety.

Fiend is genuinely fitnmy., Did you
find the hemour as necessary for you,
the writer, as it is for the reader?
Glad to hear you thought thar pares
of thie book were funny T tory to add
hrumour tomost of what Twrite. The
reason? Most of what 1write tends
ey b wery darke And as aweriter (and
aoi, hiusband, and fadher), that can
|::q:_' il l;_l.ilﬂj.l;l_'l'l_ll.l.‘ﬂ Trlil'lll_i'\il.,"‘l {§] |_'r_|-1'|~:|:|1'|||3,r
ke, 5o 1 Ly i ackd Il_vl.rilj.'l.iﬁ'h:_'
|::-1'|;_'.'|I!'|'|~: |_|F :|'irr bu:_:-ﬂ'l ‘rr_rrll'ur r|._=.'||,|.|:_'r:|1'||_:|
for m}"b:l:'H-. | R .".|'|1.'|':|3.'x b thate iy
corredy is rooted m ergedy; soal Tm
1\1-i1'in;|.e; 117|;|.e;1_~|,|.:,l;_ 1.1.'|'|3,r il :n;]l_:l a i !lu-
l;,'\'l_11'l'll.,‘-lj:|'-!" T stire Phere's somme I':||.|'|I:,'
logic here, but Twas never one for
those math word problems,

Is Chase and KR relationship a
further exploration of the theme

of addiction?

I tend to be a pretiy obsessive person.
Tt deesn’t muatter what the subject is.
My mind wraps around something
and chums it over and over again.
Right now, I'm pretoy obsessed

with getting ry fantasy foothall
rankings inorder. Before that, it was
agarden. My point i, | think the
Wiy T v 1'|'|ing'~: i 5 bit dafferent
from the 1'r|:|'i|_|ri Iy o others Which
% 1.:.']1:,' when Twrote absout Chase
and K% n:]:lliq:mﬂ'l'ip, i '|:||'|_|'|_1.':'|_1|3,I
came acrss ns obsesave, That
Wikl nl;l_'l;w.'lrﬂy ny |;|-r_|in1-'|h,:|l! T
domrt thimle it rc_-.-:"y mmatters what my
pointwas, Their love was obsessie,

R S e

Ttwas a bright point in Chase's life,
amied a5 he's prone to do throughowt
the bool, he ohsestes over those
MEnLs, regrels I!|'|n|_= :_'hn:_:-'iu_*x |'|1_-'~:
m.':dl:.'im:lg'inu-.u a thowsand seemarios
wheere thimgs could e turmed ot
|_:|'i‘|'F|._~1'|:_'n1'|_1.'. Thas ~:'|'|.".|mi1'|g' famil .':.'\:ixing
1% 5 F:|1.'|_||.|1'il = '|:|:|.=c.1'i|1'||;' ufmr_ﬂ TII_:Il,I.iI;,'l.'\i.
Pml_:l rru_-ﬂ'l un]y.h'pu:-l_ﬁ.l.u"p I!]'ll: 1'|'|r_u.|.;|.!f|'|l
process, I think 1% up to the reader
honwr they take the relationship, but
the chaessive quality to it wasn't a
conscious decision on my part

The only survivors in the book

are using meeth, IMd you seek to
contrast the hopes of utopia aften
found in apocalyptic fiction and the
desperation of addiction?

One hundred per cent. Call me a
pessinist, but I'm not a big believer
ir human maoere. Or maybe Tany but
only in the amallest of fractions of it
T don’t think Ihinp{x I'Iq‘i_'q'!ﬂilﬁl}l' engd
well for the human .t.'pl;q;il:rc., S0 }'l::lh,

VIS FOR VOLUMES OF THE DEAD

PETER STENSON

if mormlibes start storrming the streets,
the “hepoes” are going to be few

:m-,l. EIr]_‘II.',‘lH'I:,'I._"ﬂ. Ak ﬁ_'n' :ll_:ln;lin:_'l;-unr

T 1\'.'|n||:|;] [H§] |:|-:|i1'|| .':1'.:_':|'|i.'\.'li|:_' |:u'_|-'r!1-.:i1
ol it, There are o haidful of Tuelky
people fmvsel Finchsded), whao, for
1.1.'|'|.'|I!|:'|.1:_'r reas0n, ane .':]_1|¢ Ly |::q:_' w]_‘u:r
i |_:|.13,r Al i e, But un I'u:_:-1'|1|n:|ll:'|:,'r the
LTA TS 1'r|.:|'i|_|ri13,r T el thas, And s
heartbreaking,

What are your own fovoaurite
zombie stories?

T bove all of Romero's movies. T loved
Zombie Strippers, But T think my
fervourite zombie movie is 28 Days
Later. For some reason, this was the
most terrifying of thern all to e Tt
was s0 much about the characters, so
miuch about the choices we make...
not o mention the people infected
with the Hage vines were just so
diamim fasr! As for boolos, it starts and
stops with World War 2, T think it's
an absolute mosterpieee.
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WO

Dravid Towsey has been writing for
many vears, having published shore
stories in small press magazines
and onlime. He's currently finishing
his PhD in Creative Writing at
Aberystwyth University while also
working on his second novel.

WHERE SHOULD | START?

Torwseys debut novel, Your Brother's
Blsad, &5 the first volume in The
Wellin' T'r”n:_:-|..r_|.'. Sl humdreds of
VIS m I|'||:_' ﬁ;lurl:,'il"-: il n;l1.:|x|!-b'|r_|-1.'|1'|
Blend of Cormiae MeCarthy and
Greorie Fomeem,

WY WOOLD | LIEE 1T

s labesike s l:n;_'m,:!iﬁﬂl:,r wrille,

As wath Toue Marion's excellene
Wiarm Bodies, the hero s a zombie,
and Towsey uses this peeuliar
viewpoint to explore themes of
prejudice, mielerance and religion.
Zetin a tough, richly detailed fictional
world, it does the post-apocalypse
thing in a surprizing and original way,

1 THE &=F OF FOMBIES

Thezeoed ani i i e
K o A fIOEsE
and [xidreseore KERIw
e et gy e

) AND A
How would you siem ap your novel ?
Tt%s The Boed meets The Walling
Dead. Or, put another way, it"s

part road-movie and part zombie-
western. It has a strong focus on
farnily relationships, which are put
umder strain for a number of reasons.

The hero, Thomuas, isa sombde - how
vl I writing hirm?
[ enjoyed imagining wihat icwould
b Lk for a zombie character oo
bl: m_*]F—:rumn_*.'m.,l.hJ 1'|:_'I.1i1'| all I]'ll:ir
l._"11'|r_|ti|_|n:|| c_'l_lnnl:-l_'l!ium aft = dl::ll h.
Ub'l.'iuuxh.r H| |_"|'|:|1'|p.l_-e~'. o samrseDmee
thimles :||:n:_:-1.:|l pretiy m|.||:_'|'| |;,"I|"I_"1'_I|'||'Iil'l:|.!:.
T'|'|r_|-1'r|.:m '|_'|.".|II|1_~5 with thiz a ||:_:-1 - 11::_-
wimils LD sep has ‘Elrnﬂ}',]_'lul '|:nr_|-1.'|'~:
e different nove, Thomas 1@
l._"11'||'_|li|_|l'l:l”'_l.' ey T,

But physically, Thomas
is a very different charseter to
write, Simple stuff like the fact he
doesn’t eat (ot even brains) does
make a difference - it changes his
motivations and capabilities and
interactions. He helps his daughter
find food, but only when she reminds
hirn. When things go wrong for
Thomas, that's when the physicalicy
cormies into it owm — he has to cross
a river and he feels the water tear
through his legs Tperhaps enjoyed
writing those bits too much - thai
miakes mee a had P, ripﬂ'll S

The book is set quite far into the
Jurture, but has a western acsthetic,
What was hehind this decision?

T resud |;|1,Li1|;,' a ot q:-l':lpqx_':ﬂ}"pt'il_'
amid oSt -.':'|:|r_u;'.'||rp| w1 fiction and

something that often striloes me

i5 honar catmehysmie the stories

are., T puess the cue is in the word
“apocalyptic”. But what is largely
happening is the sweeping away of
meodern society. It can be nuckear
war, flooding, a metcor, a plague,
anything hugely devastating, T started
wondering what would happen if
the modem era just kind of slowly
dieclined. I pleture us returning to the
hoese-reliant existence often shown
i wEs e T |'||_||:u: wre dom't = Tean't
'im:lp;'im_- '|'|:|1'||_:|—1.'|.'ril iTIH | m_'r'.-'l:_'| 1|:I
:||.|_-|1-||;_- w:w]'rinpﬂ l;"||:_:-1'|'||:.'\.' - ]_11_:|I! il SEfms
amore u'plimi.uliq‘ F|.|11|n|_-!'|'|:|1'| Sme.

Whri dre your tamecheiones m ferms
ufﬁm‘.ﬁ el stortes and westerns®
Conlession time - Pm no et ¥
gombie stories o westerns, T ke o
think that this iz a good thing, that
it helps me be more original, But
T knowr it probably isn't. Tve read
a fewr classic westerns like Shane
and The Virginian and seen some
of the important films. They're
interesting, but what T find more
useful are modern takes on the genre.
Which means Cormac McCarthy,
T've already mentioned The Road,
bue Mo Cowntey For O0d Men and
Bload Meridian are both fantastic
novels that ireoloe 2 western feeling
withgue overdodng i,

Fombie-wize it has o be
FAm F.J:g:ﬂd — BN I!'|'||_||,|g|'| I]'n:::,"n:
eolbed ".-Tlmpin;ec. in the 1'||'_|-'|.'|,--'|r Roareer
b commented how imflaenmal those
tnrm;riru,-ec. were for hes zombies, TE'sa
'plhn:_'nq:-rru,"n:ﬂ nn;,:-lrl;'l:, q'il.'-.'“‘_lll' 4114 q:-l'rrlg,r
top five favourite reads,

digpe © Kaith Morns
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WHO

Alexomder Gordon Smith has been
busy building hitnself a reputation

a5 the author of 3 series of smare,
exciting Young Adult novels like The
Trrvemtors and the Pumnace serics. He
is also the co-founder (with his sister
Kate) of Fear Triven Films, an svward-
wWinming production commpany.,

WHERE SHOULD | START?

e Fury 15 Smrich's 2ombie tour-de-
ﬁ'_m_'q. e |_:|.1:,' :_"l.ll:r_l.lll'linj{ 1% nn:_:-1'rr|.:||.
the nest, Cal, Bricl, nil'ixr sl theiear
‘rl'il_"TII_:IH Fm.,l.ﬂ'l.':l l.,'l.l'l.,"1'_||l'l'_|l1'lll_"il'l 11'u:
'I.'|'I_IF]|§_I wrani= i Tall 11'u._~1'n. I:Iripcin.':”}-
ru]l::l:u:l_:l m B parts, ' THAF
armlalsle a a marrmoth *Drector’s
ﬂ_‘.|.|1“'|:|.1'|:u:1"|_'|.'||;"|: echition,

WHY WOULD | LIKE IT?

1t%s compulsively readable and
surprisingly unflinching for a Young
Adule bk, Te nuakes for an eddly
personal end of the world tale. For
the vast majority of people, life is
going on as normal, but our herees
are isolated and on the rum,

LOCKDOWN

Thee i e "o Al
bt i pveds conca
SETEERy B sh

0 AND A

What was your initial inspiration?
I'd been wanting to write 3 zombic
story for a while, but couldn't find
1y o unigue take on it One day

I was thinking back to niy childhood,
tor & gamie we had to play in PE called
Murderball. The rule was simple:
vou had a rugly ball, and everyone
else had mo get it from youw. Every
tire, without fail, you'd end wp in

a pile with thirty peaple on top of
youl panching and kicking and biting
am] stromghing vou. These werge

my Frin:_'nn;]'b:. ]_11_:|I! xr_rrnn;_'!l'lin}; in I]'n::m
|_"|'|.".|1'|].|;|_=|;] -dl.|.1'in;|.e; thi= p‘_‘.'rml:=_1'|'||:3.r
~:|:1'i|_||.|:¢.1:,' w:mh:_-i_:l i ]'||.|.1'| e, .I’m-,l. it
ok me I|'|'in'|:in;|.e;1'|'|.1l what il the I]'rinpf
that 11|n1|:|_:| p-l_-f_rp]l: i1'|||_| :.':-Imelil._'ﬁ
wasn l;,']'ll.,‘Tl'lii_'jI] r_|-1'.".|=.-'in,:|x.'|_'||.|.l YL,
When you're near people, they lose
their minds and become feral, but as
soon as you're dead, or out of their
“radar”, they go back to normal.

Was it always intended as two boolis?
I abways thought it would be one
book, but it kept getting longer and
ny UK publisher decided to publish
it a5 two. Then my US publisher
thought they'd package it as one and

that cawght om over here Boo.

Was zoenbie fiction an inspiration
ﬁjr the series?

Ab.w]ull.ﬂy, T haraz :|'|w.'|}'~: beena |'|1,:|_|.r.l|,=
fom of mombee fcton, and T immersed
m_'l."w]F it am the = i star i1'||;'
The .l'":ulj-'. Faorr a1 Fewr roomithes T rened
everything T eould, and watched s
ey sommbie ﬁ|1'n.t;,, pm:-q:-;,l, Tan ol
ugdhy, amd plaved horror videogaimes

relentlessly T felt comsurmied by
zombics, T was pretting anxiety attacks!
But that was the plan, Twanted o get
a sense of what it was like to be these
guys seeing the world come apart
around them, Twanted to get into
that mindset of panic and homros, Tt
miade the process more personal,

T fielt like T wwas writing to survive,

What do you think iz the appeal of
apacalyptic fiction?

The bdea is kind of liberating, isnt
i T s, any ke uf;lp-u-l_'.'ﬂypﬂ:
—:-:r_unbil: or ok - 1.1.'|_||.|.'|-,|. I:n:_' F | Il_1|.'|]
nipd'llm.'m;_'. Butina Wy i frees us
T, Somigss s Fr\-urn I |'|1_= [18 ¢ 5.5 E1H 1_1F
e hife, The strecses of the
:rpm':ll:,'pm: e baser, older. Tee all
:|'|_1|_||.|.1 .t.'||r'.-'i1.':|'|.

¥ou co-own Fear Driven Films How
did that come about?

T set up Fear Driven Films with

my sister, Kate Smith. We both
adore horror films, we've watched
them together for as long as we

can remember. One day we were
watching something and we just
decided to have a go at making a filn
cursehaes, We wrote a sereenplay
fior & horror comedy called Stagrand,
about a mutant bride who hunes
dipnam stag parties on the Norfolk
Rroads, ond wetne i the PO Ess

of muaking it now, Tt has been a real
eye opener. All vou really need 1o
write o book b5 vou and o compater,
st mak in}; afilm, 0% a '|r_|7.¢i.'\.'l ienl
nigdhtrmare, there 15 50 mpch imvolved,
T bowae it I|'||;,:-1|'|.;'|'|, amid 1% Ereal
working with Kate Fl
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ks to the cast and crew about
nd what season four has in store
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ven for a shovar that's abwrays prided

itselFom its willingness to kill characters,

season three of The Walking Dead weas

a bloodbath.

Tm the wake of Dale and Shone

departunes in season two, and the

dhiseovery of the prison — as stundy a

refuge as any post-apocalyptic surmar
could hope for — fans may have thowght their
heroes were in for some well-deserwed RER,

They thousdht wrom

Season three wasted little time in
introducing the Governor, the most villsinous
antagomist Rick and co had yet faced. As played by
Drervid WMorrissey, the Governor, along with katana-
slinging warrior Michonme {Danai Gurira), brought
new life w the Dead, snd propelled the story
forward at lightming specd. Buta price was paid.
Laori, Rick's estranged wife, died giving birth to the
couple's daugheer. Draryl was reunited wich long-
lost bratver Merle, only to lose him in a startding
mornent of self-gacrifice. And Andrea ook her oamn
life wrihen bitten by the Governoe’s advisor-turmed-
zomibie Miloon.

Frar then does one follow-up what many
bindie e iy b 2 Fa stromgiest year ved? Producer,”
director mnke-up-wizand Greg Micotero gells
i — whirn we g1t doven o digeuss this sensomn of
The 'I'i-'er."l'.u':tg D] weith it emet sl ey — that thae
st is to look at the best of all the shoaw's seasons,
andd produce o “preatest hits” package,

“Season one had those grear emotional
moments” says the zombdie massteo, “You knomar,
when Momgan's sitting there with his gun trving
o shasot hias wakie amd weeping — that moment so
brillizmtly crafved by Lennie Tames and Frank
Darabont — it just pulls vou in 5o, so.deeply
Betwreen thot ang sorme of the petion beats that we
e into st thee end of @epsom teeo and season
three, T fieel ke this is sort of the greatest hies, That
wehat we're doimgg 15 compiling the great emotional
momenits and the great seton moments.”

“The group dymamic starts o get more
combustible and the pressure certainly builds”
says Andrew Lincoln, now tasled, as Ricl,
writh umiting his cwn group with the people of
Woodbury abandoned by the Governor, *You fimd
s much meore in these episcdes, certainby in the
first five or six episodes, about Tyreese, Sasha;

a lot of characters, you kenowr, Carol; and a lot of
characters that maybe we didn't explore in detail
a5 mach last season because of the action and the
pacing of dhe shoar™

FUTURE SHOGKS

An undetermined amount of time has passed since
Rick opened the prison doors o the reRagees in
thee final eormenez of sengon three, *There's no
calendars anmore” adds the actor, “we'ne sort of
lossangs that, Time becomes mrelevant”

Tanenln doees, howeever, hint that time
may b plaved with in the form of Tashbaclks this

“I feel like this is sort of the greatest hits.
That we’re compiling the great emotional
moments and the great action moments”

Falbii i s iy By s
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vear: “T think with the storucture of the show, we
can go backoarards in drme amd we can play anith
arruciire a bic more. 1 think that may possiby
happen this season”

Last vesr, Rick’ sanity coome inlo question
when Lori died, Fas Bick's mental health improsed
e wee |t s him®

“Hell ahaays be changed by the events,
Tasimge ome of the most important reasons that
cdhronne him o keep moving forwsmd in this swaorld.
Bt yeah, T think certainly [he's] ina completely
different ploce. For the sake of his children, be’s
kind of renounced keadership and hes had to
subdue the brutality of the world and the brusahinr
that is inside of him.”

“He was so Far lost last season that it was
man important thing, certainty for the hope and the
moral compass of the shows Tabarays fieel dhat if you
lose hirn too far, T think vou lose the comic boolk as
well, because he's always been that sort of central
robe. What I've noticed certainly is that as we've
been working on it you really get a sense of o
this world is paychologically changing its people
You really et a sense of that, Certainly Tyreese and
Emaha o all these other characters that we wanl
o ko mrvoree albout”

Champe, sovs Lincaln, i what keeps him
comitg back and giving “everything T've got every
sangle seazon”

=I5 mot o stabie showe, By definigon, by
Tosimy charseters and movimg locations, and
mecting new people, it's this ever-changing thing,
Tt organic.., The brutality and the love that is
mherent in esch human being, the aninal side and
the compassion, T think they're interesting areas
tos explore. T chink wee do it really well in the shoss;
fior all the characters™

sarana e mn ke
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“It’s not a static show. By
losing characters and
moving locations,
meeting new people, it’s
this ever-changing thing”

Rick's proweth this vear, explaims the actorn, 15
spurred i part by his son Carl's unprovoked killing
of 2 young man kst senson,

“That"s a hugge change in this season, He
certainby is taking responsibilities as a father
figure. ¥ou'll see a changed man, Or a2 man
attermpting to change, or maybe remurn to the man
he omce was, We'll see. That dynamie has always
been fascinating to me in the comic book, that
relaticniship. They do a really cool thing, That's as
musch as T can say”

Though he may have a firmer grip on things,
Lincoln says we shouldnt expect to see Rick fimd
anew lowe in his life just yet.

He Lawghs recalling an incident at The
Walling Dead'a 2003 San Diego Comie-Con panelk:
“spparenthy the Gmboys decided thae me and
Michonne are havang an alfair this season

=T think.” hi adids soberly, “that there should
ber a litthe bat more grievang time, T think it% too
profound a death for me o get back meo the dating
g Tt vel But Tmay be wrong”

DEALING WITH LDSS

O eourse Bick isn't the only person who's lost

someone close tohim. Morman Beedus explains

hirar Merle's death affects his brother this year..
“With the death of WMerle, I think he's sort

of becorning his cam man, he's finding his sense of

b

b " bl g et it of
g s e actmal o s g, I
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selfanorth that he wouldn't have had before. He
was destined to become another Merle - you know,
araciat, drug-taking

peaple. The thing about Daryl, if something mecds
dome, e pet it dome, But be doesn’t want
it front of you and talk about vour feelings

borimeg ooy and “This a5 our plam.”

sl o vom
T dom't thimk b
1t dome, Fle miore than boves all these

nits that respaomsibilitg, ever, But

Aden, climactic death
arelationship with Rick
ic), The Fal T

of Andreas (whe
in Fobert EKirloman
hin= deviated more 5
than ever before. Will the comic book serve as less
of a rvadm mm here om oucd

going to use milestones i
{ ; ative producer

as ilesto
Drarvid Alpert. “But hi t there in bety
You sawr when we went from the fall of Atls
the farmhouse to the prison That progression is in
mic, Bt we skipped over Wilishire Estates,
is dead and Daryl Dixon didn't exist [in the

aie thet s where the chareters

ghomar glonarm, Tases

gEDTieE oome from”

THE NEXT GENERATION

Judith, affectionately dubbed “Lil" Assla
Draryl. Fortunately, she remains — st beast fo

rer i b b s yes, st e i
s Civetl i borl ol s dn

. sl ik

WIS FOR THE WALKING DEAD

EXGLUSIVE: A FAREWELL TO ANDREA

The most shocking moment on The Wik Dead
last year was, arguably, the death of Andrea in the
seom fnale, Tt surprised actmes Laurie Holden as
wzll, whio learmed she'd be leaamg a mere two dins
before shootimg the epizode, Tt when we catch
up with Holden ot thes vear's Saturn Avwards in
Burhamk, she tells us she's happa wath the
resolution of Andrea’s story,

*Ome-hundred per cene” savs Holden,
“T couldn't hiave asloed for a better death,
T kmoawr that some peophe were not satisfied
because they wanted ber to go out more
Tnctiana Jones stvle. But Twould rather have
died i the arms of my best friend with
digmity and grace, standing up for something
tham g ot in a superheroesque way™

Some fans’ disappointment stermmed
from a desive to see Andrea and Rick
couple, sinee the characters eventually fell
for each other in the comic,

“I'wish we'd gotten there. 1 think Andy
Lineoln wishes we'd gotten there, A kot of
the writers amd producers wish we did toa,
T ot v A deseision thoe vweas mongde, amd
tha trath of the matter 5 thot the reson
e shover works s we throw cprve balls
amld vz don'e followr the comic book exactly
Yies, in a perfect wiork] that would e
been wonderful storvtelling Bt at the
same time it's also great storytelling that
Andrea died standing up for the people and
Rick had a healing, and his sanity was
revived and all is good in Denmark™

Az for whether or not we may see
Amndrea return in fashback, Holden

remarks, T bove the people that Tworked with
and for, They will be mw Gamily im perpe iy, TF
there was a gorgeoass flashbock that was
podsmant amd beautiful® OF course T'd dioae. T
migan, these are my people. Bat T just think thit
it e for them tomove on and move forward
in their storvtelling and T feel lilke Andreas
story's been told ”
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“WWe don’t want oo just ape the comic,” says
Alpert, “and Robert’s in the room helping to guide
these discussions with [new shirrunner] Scott
[Gimple] and everybody, and there is discussion
om this, But at the same tirme, we didn'twant to
undermine the impact of Loris death, Tt was such
A tranematic thing, smd honestly the way it played
ot over the course of season three, 105 ke, o
hase a daughter.,, W [thought], “You knowe: whae?
Ther: are great opportum Hes for jeopardy, having
A ki, Wicds make naoise, they teed constant food,
thiey meed constant attention, and they ne goimg
o invterrupt ther sleep. All these thimgs play out
Tt just adds a great strain, Let's sce that, Let's sce
hover that ploys out.™

“We haven't hiad a baly in the apocalypse

before” nods Hurd. “At least not in our apocalypse™

Amidst the human drama, Micotero assures
s wie'll see improvensents in his ever-evobving
undead creations.

“We're always pushing the envelope”™ he
says. “There’s a greatwalker in the trailer, the one
that's trapped under a broken tree. You get a sense
that he's Been in the woods for a long time, That
wias a gag Robert Kirkman wirote in episode three.
Weve improved upon our hand puppets and
things so that wee can really sort of grab something,
bring it onto set, shoot it TEs the vy evervthing
15 desigmed, lmowing we hmae eqghe davs o shoot
stulf Wieve budht these hand puppets that wwhen
yvou open the mouth the Tps peel backe, And we've
been wang them a bot, mterspersed with people m

miake-up. You'll see aquick cut of a puppet with
ey mose oF A mibssing jaw, Towall e like, “Well, o
did they doo. 2 1t's abarays miving up between us
and Seargate Visual Effects Toreally is awell-oiled
machine, Four years running, we fimish each
others sentenemes”™

NEW AND IMPROVED

Mewly mimted showrumner Scott Gimple
(replacing Glen Mazzara) Laghs at the romy of
keeping: zombies “fesh”

*Fombies ane ot fresh, They e decidedly
unfresh! Wi let our imaginations mun wild, Tean
petually say, itwas in the trailer, Robert had &
famtastic walker = I'm not even poing to saywhich
episode, but it might be in the first five - this
muoss-covered waller. This guy who had gotten
crushed under a tree so he's been there for months
and months and months and months, Tdon't know:
o let your imaginations run wild, The writers sit
dorem in the writers® roon, and you kick it around.
We come up with things, and we're like, “0h yeah,
thev're mever poing to be able two do that? and then
we sit doen weith Greg and he's like, $0h yeah, we
can totally do that, Here's this and here's thae”

“T weag sittimg in an asdio phvback with
CGrale Anm Flurd, Wie were saving we really should
harve am imternal sasrds showe for walkers — you
knoaw, Best Half-Walker — because there are some
amazimg ones this year, Wie hmae featured ones,
like the moss-coversd one T talked about, bue we
harve some that v see brefly that, just even in

“You know what? There are great opportunities
for jeopardy, having a kid. Kids make noise, they
need constant attention. It adds a great strain”

Tl b i R P
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the bricf rnoment, they tell a bit of the story of
hirar they got there. Yeah, the walkers have been
armazing this year”

Crimple quickly adds, oarever, that the
ahowr's zombde elements dom'o woek iF they 're not in
servce o the story of people undting B surave,

=t about these people 0 a horrific workd
and hoaw that bormfic world changies them, smed
hirar they chamgie each other in that endronment.
The number ane thing about it 15 the charcters,
the emotion, where that goes, Bl it just so
happens that the hasic threse m this world ane
zombies. And zombies sre fascinating and scary
mnd they show the threat of the world. So-we
want tor dio it In a5 enteTtaning, Scary a way a5
possible sothat... vou do feel ic. That the sudience
is afraid, and you feel the pain of that loss, and feel
the pain of what that world is. Butits all in service
to that. Tt's definitely not “We need an awesonse
zombie right now.. Robert has itin a brilliant
specch in the comic. Basically, Rick says, "We are
the wralking dead” Thar's what this world tums
you into The sombies are a reflection of what
they e become.”

EVERYTHING CHANGES

W ask the cast o share their thoughits on what
theyve seen of 2emon four so far,

“I think there's a defmite uncomfortabilisy™
sy the woman whaa's browght Michonme o life
om-screen, Danal Gurin, *That is going to be
conzstenthy kept up, There'll be times where you'll
fie] am =nse — 0, okay, cool' — and then vou see
eharneters s, Rom! Youll mever be comifortable,
T thimk that’s exciting, T mean that's the drania o
me, the combination of that level of action and chat
level of gentleniess that's going to keep at it Youll
just never be comfortable”

sarana e mn ke



“We never slow down.” savs Reedus
“Tt picks up where we left off and we go into
full-blosm gear, bat the emotion isn't the same,
rubbing ac the same RPM a5 our speeds. There'sa
ot going on. Everything means something | think
it% the best seripis weve ever gotten in the season,
Eaneryome 15 very excited T know when scripts

come in, wie all call each other, snd o, O my Gisd,

did that,.7 We're really excited, and so T think
evervone's goimg to be excited too”

Trefiore woe let the cost anad crewr et back to
work, we think it only appropmiate to let Robert
Kirkman have the lost word, seeing as how The
Walking Dead began with him

“Cme of the thingss T'm most proud of when
it comnes o this show is the fact that oftentimes
when a show gets this successful, there's a desire
to mot rock the boat, to stick with what works, w
go ‘Hey, we've been doing this for three seasons
nonwr, Lets ory and do miore of the same! T think
everyone on this shiowr is committed to keeping
the show evolving and continming to wp our gane,
and doing neww things, S0 corming into season four,
itweas really just a mamer of kesking at everything
weve done thus fae, leoking arwhat's waorked,
honking ot whint o't waorked, and trvng to find
the perfect new elements that will ebevte our
g, intens v our season, amd malie this show
even bettern, Even though the show is doing well -
wrme all very happy wath hoss the showe does —we
' mest g o lreedss, WAGE kaosy that we horee to
rol] e Sleeves up every season and come out of
the gate stromg and really deliver thie material; and
hopefully impress peophe vear after year so that
they keep coming back for more”

“Becsuse this is a long-form story” says the
creator, “that we want to be able to el for vears
and years and vears” Fi

ok =, v reed o Gl abwf o
) e e | om0 Il-f':‘. .
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WS FOR THE WALKING DEAD

AND NEXT... NEGAN?

Possibly the most popular vilkain to appear in
Robert Kirkman's Walking Dead comic is
Megan, the brutal lesder of the Saviors and a
poraer-mad reflection of Rick, The villam Grst
appeared in last smmmer’s bodmark issoe T,

Megan as MNegn is in the comic, Belleve me, 1"m
ghaad woe have some time unbl we get to him.
Because | really wint to erick hosw exacthy you
represent Megan without the F-aord”

“Beecamse it is hterally every other word,”
savs Kirkman afthe antagomnist.

“Wis hirve a libthe while to think abowt that,”
savs Fmple, who bughs at Kidkman's
sugmestion that they mask his profanity with
zombie snarls.

“¥eah... Absohutely, of course!” lonighs the
showrunmer, *T read stuff in the book. T read the
Carl and Megan isswe and Tm Floe, “Oh oy God,
I can't wait to do thatt™*

“Brut we o a bot to do* he says of the
road ahead.

i i seene thit few wwhotve read 5t wall forget,

e ' waribing the comic now, T
thimking, $Oh man, #'d be reallyv oo
Megan on seresn. THs going bo be really great
when we get to this,™ says Kirkmon,

But there are no current plans to mtroduce
Megan on the show, due in part to his tedemark
profonity-laden speech.

*There are things you can see on TV
explains Scott Gimple. “With Negon, absohutely
we want to tell the story but we canmot show

- -

- =
WL afTTr:'\

BE FLCKBRES |
L1 Tl s 3 ey |
A L ECA T w

MAPY T MAEE
[ A, IEETTY
| PUCERNy STEOMED |
FERAT
'y, W SO

i

THE &-Z OF FOMBIES 109

=1 SN2 Kirkmmian LLC

Imiage:

ticns LLE Courtesy of AMC

Wi produ

IrmageEs: &



SUBSGRIBE T0
SFX SPEGIAL HIITI[INS

JSAVE 35% COMPARED T0
BUYING IN THE SHOPS

INEVER MISS AN ISSUE AGAIN

DSIX ISSUES PER YEAR
DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR
(P&P INCLUDED)

JSUBSCRIBE FROM JUST
£19.49 EVERY SIX MONTHS

Live outside the UK?

For fantastic savings please visit
www.myfavouritemagazines.co,uk/film/sfx-
special-editions-magazine-subscription

subscribe today!
Visit myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/sfspik

Orcall us on 0844 848 2852 (quote SFSPIK)

Lines open MondayFriday 8am-9.30pm, Saturday 8am-4pm

search for SFX on your favourite device
and start your free subscription trial!*

*Free rizl nol available via Zinin.

plesrse et imyEamandmagierms Offer ende: 0Eh Mowember 2013

anl condibicm

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Savings compared 1o buying six full priced sues from UK nesstand. This offer & for new UK print subscibers (paying by Direct Debil) only. You will recefve six ssues in 3 year, Full details of the Direct Debit guarantes are availabie upon reguest, | you are

chssaflicFied im any way wod can Srile bo s or call os Bo cancel vour subrscripbion at any lime and 'we will refund vau for all unmailed seues Prices cormect 31 me of prinf and subed o dhange. Far full terms



“(X) FILES

Grab your torch and don vour raincoat, as
Will Salmon examines The X-Files’ zombie episode...

t%s perhiaps a little surprising that, despite

runming for nine seasons, 202 episodes and

oo filrns, The X-Files only produced one

Do fide 2ombic story (the second season

dabbiled with voodoo in “Fresh Bomses™, but

that wag a vy kvar-key affair), Tewas a lane

enlry bo, comng in the semes” seventh

seso, The zombies didn’t even get top
balling? As a erosover with sister show, Millemndom,
that homour wient o Lance Henmlisen, reprsing his
character Frank Black,

This episode — also atled “Alkesnium™ -
wzn't the first planned zombie story on the show:
The production team reportedly met with George
Fomiero and Stephen King, in the hope that they
wolld collaborate on an episode for season seven.
King {who had penned season fives “Chinga™ ) had
expressed an interest in remaking Night OF The
Living Dead for the series, and Romero himselfwas
potentially in line to direct it Alss, it wasn't oo be.
Still, the idea of using zommbies stuck.

Seripted by Vinee Gilligan {now knenam for
everpnne's current best-ahow-ever, Breaking Baed),
it egins with Mulder and Scully ireestigaring a
apate of grave-robbings, all inled to the niysterious
Wi llemianm HrOUp Thn:_'}' call on the 1'||:|'|_'| off Formier
FRIT i11'-1_-ed'i].|;:|1|:_:-1'. Frank Wack, now haoled up 11 o
.'n'_l,r'||.|.1'r| ;lﬁ:_'r I|'|1_-|,|.'ix.'|r-'.11'|:_:-1|'-: PAEIES 1 hasg i TV
HI'II_I"A' {in .'\."|'|r_rr!: 1'r|1,:|r|_:||:'r. L'c_:-nwpinu;'_l,l:_ :lpn:_:n:_':ﬂ}"pﬁl:
VEFIS, dl:.'n,l.u"iﬁr:l. The trio dao find !hl.lmiminp;
bn:_ﬂjin:_'x - |:u.|.| ﬂ‘{]n‘l‘ll.‘d Iulir:_' HES Hl1:|m'|_1|'in;|.e; :.':|_|n1b'i|:.t;.

'Well helir e, M uchrey

Exven thaough Tlee X-Files and Millenmdem
had ergesed over before {albeit obliguely, in
Arienmian's "ok L’]‘nmg"ﬁ 'I'.Ir_rr_rrru-a;]:l:,' Thefensze™,
'p||1_:|5-: H] I'n:_"u.' Alray r.:_"l'l.-'n;_'nn:_'l.*.'\.' |:_'|.'tu_~1.'|'|'||;_'n=.:|. I|'|1_~}I -dr_m"l
|-1_-1:| mw HI'III_T'A'!'C. thiat e |;'v|_'rn1F|_|r| .':11]3,' T I|1|.= SATTE
umiverde, Where seagon e of Mallanmranm 2 a
[_II_‘TI'\'EI_II'IH.IJI}I'I:I j.!:‘l'l'_ﬂnhl.ll_‘\l. apial leiller thoeiller, b}- tha
end of its second yeor, 108 become lnnger in seale,

with a deadly viral outhreak in America that's
auspicioualy never mentioned on The X-File, That
atoryline is quieldy wrapped wp in M enmiom s
thired geesem, Sall, }~|_1|.|'-d thiank Mulder amd Sc_'|.|1|:,r
|11'i].;'|'|1 '|'|:|1.'|.=1.'||:|:11 18] i11|!|:n|_~5|!'!

Fiat I|'||.~1'|. ||:_:q.:'i|_' AR Was a wlrunpﬂ-‘puinl
weith The X-Falies anad the eliar puinl herE s Ir_rg'iw
Tance Herlisen aie last crack at Frank Black -
el dl.-f-'.n:_'n'l:_';l.]}- & He '|_1ri1'|j.|;:u awanderful warmth
.':11|,|.1.'|.'|.=.'|ri11|;_'.t;.'\.' L] I]'n:: n|_1'||:_',.'|11|_:| mioTe '|'||.|.1'|1:|11in tham
Klulder aad .‘:i.-l_'u“r'.'\; r_h;_'l_—.l'b:in:_:-n:ﬂly diztant Julild IS,
Alas, Henriksen has smee sdmutted that he's not
fond of the episode, saving that “it’s a reasonable
X-File but it"s not Millermaun” It's hard to disagree.

At least the zombies thernsebves are
impressive. As Gilligan said, “Tt wasn't about the
plot as ruch as getting [Mulder and Black] down
in the basement of this creepy old house with these
zombies climbing wp out of the ground” There's
the ghost of that aborted Living Dead rernake in
Mulder's line, “Shoot them in the head, it seems
o st them ™ The episode loses podnts thowgh for
miaking Scully more than usually credulows, Oy,
b}' this pq_:-'inl shirs o 1r_|-1'|].|;|,=r am arch soepl i, bt she
|;:r.1n|,-|3' blinks at the @dstence of zombies,

Enll, for all the c_'p'i'\»:l_u,:ln:_".u Mg, The X-Files
WIS r.|11;'|3,' less than 1,*11I|,~1'I:|i11ing, amid this s, at
beast, Free from all of that business with the bees
Asa nim sombie=moaie, 11 1'r||-|_1|,:||:r.'|!|;|3,' sucressiul,
And it comtains one fmal ereat for fnz of the 2eres,
Armid the mallenmiam party celebrtions, Mulder
and Scully share their first kiss, Fi
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- YUP, THESE

TOTALLY GOUNT...

Is it or isn’t it? Calum Waddell and Will Salmon -
are here to alert you to a few examples of walking
corpse-carnage you may have forgotten about...

— B ontiss B ileep
R -« fhee b “ni-vTager

1981 Director: Frank Agrama Rating: 99 N :

This Egyptian-made monster-mash was a familiar face on the shelves of
nmany a VHE rental shop before the “video nasoy® purge cursed it as
contrabanid T-'i|1:|'||].' re=relensed i the UK on VD a few ].'l,':lr'\."|_1:||;,'l:._1'|'|i.~; o B
muddib-photographed frght-fick miroduees us to some photographers
whe swaken an ancient curse — unbeashing the tlar terror and his zombie
slaves, Indeed, there's plenty of living dead lunacy in this cheap bt cheerful
cheese-fest — which more or bz recyveles the plog of Lucio Fula's classic
Zomine Flesh Eaters, mchuding a similarly fiery finale and even a fow
lookalike make-up jobs. Om the plus side, the locations are fantastic — with
the paramtids and Cairo adding an exotic placement to the surreunding
'FIIH'\-'I'II.'I-.-L'FIE."HH"I;'. The il ends with oset -1 fowr 5|,~|;|1||_'-'| bt 1|1'|r-|,|rl1:|n?|l|:-'|:.'I
a Dawn of the Mummy IT is currenthy looking less likely than ever..

MANIAG GOP 2

1990 Director: Bill Lustig Rating, 9994

I 19885 Mansae Cap, Matt Cordell, a policeman who was believed murdered,
15 found roaming the streets of Mew York, slaughtering smvone who happens to
get in his way, Trpaled and “drowmed” at the end of the firse filnn, director Bill
Lasstig indicated a second chapter could be constdercd by elosing with a shot

of Cordell’s hand riging from the depths, Consequently, in this fast-pacesd
follow-up, the super-powered police officer is back in action - and his
resurrection has made him practically unkillable. The movie's most memorable
muoabent invobes the “Maniac™ geabbing a chainsa with his bare hands and
grimdiryg it toa halt Cand he also gees to destrov co-star Bruce Campbell, himself
no stranger to battling ghouls-from-beyond- the-grave). Naturally, another Fr————

nstalment was soon on the drawing boards, but 1993's mundane Mandze Cop 3: g e L iy i
Badpe of Silence should probably hasve scaved behind bars,

T2 | THE A-F OF ZOMEBIES



Y IS FOR YUP, THESE TOTALLY COUNT...

PIRATES OF THE
GARIBBEAN

L 3 - " L ]
2003 Director: Gore Verbinski Rating: 9991
“What?™ We hear vou splutter. “Pirates?™ But whatever else vou might make
of The Czorse Of The Black Pearl, it absolutely &= a zombie flick. The plot
follovnes Captain Jack Sparow Clohnmy Deppd and co batthing a band of
e scallvarags led by Geodlrey Bush's Captain Barbossa, Sure, theyme naol
quite shambling zombies, looking human for the mest part, but in the
monlight their tree form is revealed. Plotwise, the filn's a load of old toot,
b-1|| Ellr]:.'q:nh::rl:l'in'in;:’I|_u_||. Tt's [EHE- T U] I'n:_:-1'|.=||:1 THXA that I|'||:: '\il_"'Tii_'H i:t.a;:’]uh:l]
smash, but Praetes wos considered a gamble at the time, with Deppts
outrageoys performance a eause for coneern among exeeutives at Disney
Siill, it paid off - the $140m blockbuster eamed a worldwide gross of nearly
F855m and spawned three Gnereasangly weanisome) seaquels,

B Y V' .

BLAGK DEMONS

1901 Director: Umberto Lenzi Rating: 9%

When Lamberto B divected Demons in 1985, 165 sucoess was widely seen
as the last great gasp of the Ttalian horror filnn. With budgets shrinking, the
genre that made Dario Arpento and Lucio Fulei icons of contemporary
COTTAPE WaAS 011 itz Inst ||:_'_|.e;t;. Metrions il m_‘-]Fm:l].' O Ty 1l b consichered
'|-:|_m|'||:_'r in.-t:_:-l'.ar A% au;}'rllb'il_‘- |:_'i11|_~1'||.=| p"l:_:-::u.u'ilh I!|1-|_' L'u:.'l:il'\.' rir;in}e; ﬁ'un1 I|1-|_' |_'in|;_'m:|
sereen rather than graves. Regardless, it was a huge hit and led to this cash-in
from Cannibal Ferox's Umberts Lenzii Shot on kecation in Brazil, this iname
oeldity has South Amenican vood oo practivioners lnnchimg an ammy of
“black"” sombaes (definitely not demons — they mse from undermeath the
earth) on a group of badh-dubbed tourists, who end up trapped and
tormented in an eld mansion. Unlike the Pulcl flesh-eaters, this lot have

a habit q:-l'pn_u,ln;l'in;:' ot thetr victims’ EVES with hooks, 1.{1".'!.',"].‘.

A GHINESE GHOST STORY

1987 Director: Ching Siu-Tung Rating:999¢

Ghastly it might certainky be, but there is no denying that these rotten

corpees — who are resurrected o spook rogue tax collector Leslie Cheung in

1'|'|i.-LTf|_|n|.=I TR r.ﬂl'll.ﬂ.w-'_l.' lassse - are .=||_1'\.'|_||1|I|_*-I defimite, Bora fide zombies, -

Emanatimg from the golden age of Cantonese cinema, A Chinese Glhost Story ' ’
begins nowch like The Evil Dead, complete with hyperkinetic cinematography,

before weaving a mwstical malevelence of its very o, The film's

intertational swceess lead to two sequels o 2000 remake and a zoftcore

porn spim=off series (wittily” dubbed Erotie (st Story], but this original

classic throws everything plus the proverbial kitchen sink at the screen

— ingluding kung-fu craziness, a demonic tree-rmonster and a noystical

1'||.='|i|;|.|_'-1'|,'p|.=|:.'q'|,| |_1-:.'1|'||; sorpeons Joey Wang, Tt all aclds e I am essent il w
bout of Omiental esotericism,

LIFEFORGE

1985 Director: Tobe Hooper Rating: ¢99% . i

Hased om the novel Spece Vampires by British author Colin Wilson, amd

mtended for rebesse under that tite until the top brass at distribwtor Tri=Star f
Pictures had other ideas, this might seem like a straightforward case of big

screen, bloodsucking mayheny, untl Lifeforce unbeashes a horde of zombics

acrnss Lomdon, Wha? Well, why not? This absohately barmay sei-famee, from

The Texas Chain Saw Massecres Tobe Hooper, spins a surreal story about a

naked female alien who comes to Earth intent on some extratervestrial evil.

Ehe hody-swaps her way around Britain's capital and, for reasons that are

given very little logaeal explanation, come the final reel Lomdon s sasldenly

overrun with the living dead, Regardless of such random silliness, Lifeforce

i5 a fantastic Frendian pender-bending epic that, to exhaust an ol d but
perfecthy apt quote, really has to be seen to be belicved.

nterprses. Inc

e Dk

“Whatdaymmen. im
s Dl hainT |

Imiag

e, ShECo Ul

THE &= OF ZOMBIES T3



We've celebrated the best zombie movies -
but what about the worst? Qur writers and
interviewees pick their least favourites...

LOMBIE AFTERMATH

picked by Will Salmon

iy introduction o horror movies was
the age-old teenage tradition of going round my
mares' houses to drink beer, eat pizza and wartch
movies, That's howr T saw miost of the classics, and
ics heonar 1 aaw this diabolical offering...

Zovnibie Afrermnath (Gometines simply The
Afterrraath) 1a 2 1982 effort Iy writer director Steve
Parkett, Twio astromauls refur o Earth, 1_111|'_l,r [13]
ﬁn-d i dl.“.-:wl :|11_-|,|. 113,r nul;']l::lr RUSH | o '||.'_'.'|'|.'i11;|.e; |:_:-1'||3,r
biker JmgEts wind bt 2ombdes 108 dull, dumb
TII'II;_I - e I|'|.|'|_'|.I '|_'||._"1-p|1_"l:'inp: SEqueToE — I'n:_'.':ll.|r|.-.'\.'
A |_"|'|i'|r.| I'n:_':l'|-:i11;|.e; gl '|_1|:-|_'.".||.|m;_'.'-u_1'n1|.-|_111|.= s .'\."|'||_|I! hiz
FAvoariie: o e, rl::|1|:,r.

ZOMBIE HOLDCAUST

picked by Simon Clark

This film is terrible in a fun, entertaiming
way. The scene where the character played by the
abwrays-superb Tan MeCulloch [Dr Peter Chandler]
uses a boat's outhoard motor to shred a zombie’s
face is pure zombie-horror gold.

HOUSE OF THE DEAD

picked by Alexander Gordon Smith

I enjoy lena-hasdger zomibie flicks,
eapecially the ones where you can see the
enthusiasm of the east and erew, Wormor
filmmakers often start oyt b],' R1_|i11|;'|,:|r_m1'| the
woamilbie rote — my firse shaort was a zombie
e — amid .'!]I]'II'_H,[.]{"I Ihq,*}' don’t .'|'|'u.7|'_|."-: minke
g filmes, I]'u;:,' minke |,~1'|j1,13,n:11|n:: s hircmse I|'||:_'}I
liwe the HenTe e I|'||,'_l,-'1'|; hm‘inp: furr, Wit Tt
atzmned 1= when a flrvmaker or studico l;'_l,n'lin:_':l“'_l,r
deeides oo make o zombie movie j1,:|.~:| | r_|-j1_:||11'p m
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a popular bandwagon And T think there are few
micvies worse than Thae Boll's Howuse Of The Dead.
This movie is rotten, inside and out. And not in

a good way..

SURVIVAL OF THE DEAD

picked by Calum Waddell

I w1 showld be picking a flop
Jess Franoo, such s Ol OF The Zombies. On
:|1'||_|I|'|n|_~1' .,l:ly aszk nie :||p-|_11,:||! nmy Fl._"'l_“li“j.l;'-i Il_'ru.'nrd'b:
tha Fun fetaghiszn of Fack .'ﬁnyl_:ll:r'.t: 1'i|_:|'i|:||'||:_:-1,:|.~:|:,'
u-':_'r'-pmixl:l_:l D {]_,l_'T'ﬁn' Deard mehash, But no,
A ressom o |_"|'||_|r_mi11g.'§{unl1"|.ru|' {}I'T'.rrr Pheercd 1%
Treeamase 18 Wik e Bomeno fhm, You couldn
help but be excited! But "jeev-2us™ (o quote the
Canadian aetors peret |.~11|_:|'in;.: i e Trir-']'l_] il was
terrille Roaern, the prr_r;.ﬂ'l.*rce:.'iw_-. p;}]ilin:_'.':] R
maker of such lefty, liberal cinema as Might OF
The Living Dead, Martin and Dawn and Day OF
The Dead, appeared to have been replaced by a
hack-jobber secking to comment on the “crack in
Treland” from the point of view of someone who
hasn't the slightest idea what he is speaking about.

George —we bove you, you're a shining

light of splatter movie ireny, wit and intelligence...
but please, stay sy from the zombies for the
foresceable future.

picked by Ciavan Scoit

Also krwnam s Formbue Nash and Rm-'c-ngr
I:.i'f’l".ru: F.J'1r|’r.|g Fombies, Flesh Fafer was o 1988 knar-
budipes erovesty written, directed and starring Rill
Hinzman, Who? wiell, 3,rr_|-1|'|,l. 'plr\v|,1'|_1:||:-'|_'|.I ke Tall
better as the cometery ghoul in Bomeno's semmal
."l."Fgﬁ.' l:'_]_lr_'T'ﬁr f.r'w'ng Dz — VTl ks, the omie whi
wamnbed 1o eat Barbra®

Originally the film's assistant cameraman,
Rorners asked Hinenan to play Mighe's first
zomibic due to his gaunt features. Twenty years
later, Hineman recreated his shuffling role in this
shamibles of a filrn, Cue dodgy gore, appalling
dialogee and girls seemingly unable to keep their
clothes on, An emnbarrassing vanity project by a
men desperate to relive his fifteen minutes of e
canly oo earnish i

RETURN OF THE LIVING DEAD 1I

pil:l:iﬂl I:lj' T Tonwwsey

T remerber seeing Refurn I'_',i'f'."hq: J'.l"l.rl:ng
Mhend TT e an legrageT al .':.t:]l._'ﬂ_'-p-l_'r'.-'l;_'r. T I|'|-|_11,:||..ﬂ'|1 ie
wins just marful — T didha'e get why fay friends wene
'|:|1|'|.|;'|'|inp_', :-':r_rrn'l_ﬁn:_w: wl:_'nrm.rppu:_xwi_:l ] I:-l_-m;'.'lr)'. Thit
kindd of so-bad-its-funny homror 15 bevond me.

NIGHT DF THE LIVING DEAD:
30TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION

picked by Miles Hamer

Take, say, the Mona Lisa. Mow, imagine someone
has daubed on a Hitler moustache. Add a dick
for pood measure. Then set fire to it You're noar
appreaching the level of cultural vandalism this
filrn comrnits. See, it's not the worst zombie film
ewer — just the complete defacement of a classic,

This miserable mess dares to aplice in
newly-filrmed scenes that are so helief-shatteringhy
STARALET, YOnr GVEs rrul}-j“'bzl inrpll_u,:ll; in
astondshmsent, At least when Greore Lacas i 11,
Tl threawr a bt q:-l'munq'y at the screen. For all the
pu_lr_h,l. thas 1.:."|'_||:_'F|,|'||3,r-:||;11,=|;| BACKSTURY FOR THE
GUD-DAMNED CEMETERY GHOUL does, it
mihﬂ'ﬁ Az well be |_'|,:|I!ing 443 ﬁ'_rqﬂ:lmw:-l-:l ..,;|m.|_.|-_.|,_
1'|,“.-1;:|ri1'|].; tuard 11 a feroasve, And j1,:|5-:| minles
i, youTl wsh e did.

Sare Page/amMc; Keth Morris
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,/ TN~ INTO cOMICS?
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OVER 1 MILLION ITEMS FROM THE 1930°'s ONWARDS.

Comics - ACTION FIGURES - ToyYs - STATUES - BusTs
AUTOGRAPHS - GRAPHIC NOVELS - MANGA

75,000 UNIQUE ITEMS FOrR SALE ONLINE!
JOB DONE!
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“An excellent adult thrill ride with plenty for action,
horror and drama junkies to devour.” JAPANATOR.COM
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OUT ON BLU-RAY
& DVD SEPT 9

PRE-ORDER YOUR COPY NOW

= 9....688 amazonco.u K
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